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CHAP. I. 

jVIy father^ in pro{N>rttOD as be grew old 
and richj became weary of Aleppo. His 
natal son, had it been tbe hMint of Cal* 
mucks or Bedwins^ his fancy would have 
traofiforoded into Paradise. No wonder 
that the equitable aristotc racy ^ and the- 
peaceful busbamlnvea of Ragusa^ shouttft 
be eadeared to his Wact by conrparisoa ^ 
witk Egyptian p^fatgues cai»l Turkish ty- 
tmMf. Betides/ he lived' for -his chil- 
dren 4s well as kiToie^f* . .Itieir- educa* 
tion aod fitture lot reqairird XAtk to seek a 
perasanent hone. 
He embarked with his w^fe and ^off* 
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spring at Scanderoon. No immediate 
conveyance to Ragusa offering, the ap- 
pearance of the plague in Sjria induced 
him to hasten his departure. He entered 
a French vessel for Marseilles. After 
being three days at sea^ one of the crew 
was seized by the fatal disease^ which 
had depopulated all the towns upon the 
coast. The voyage was made with more 
than usual dispatch^ but before we 
reached our port^ my mother and half the 
crew perished. My father died in the 
lazaretto, more through grief than 

disease. 

My brother and I were children and 
helpless. My father's fortune was on 
board this vessel, and was left by his 
death to the mercy of the captain. This 
man was honest, and consigned us and 
our property to the merchant with whom 
he dealt. Happily for us, our protector 
was childless and of scrupulous integrity. 
We henceforth became hi« adopted chil- 
dren. My brother's education and my 
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own wete conducted on the justest prin* 
ciples. 

At tlie end of four years our protector 
found it expedient to make a Tojage to 
Cayenne. His brother was an extensive 
proprietor in that colony, but his sudden 
death made way for the succession of our 
friend. To establish his claips his pre- 
sence was necessary on the spot. He was 
little qualified for arduous enterprizes, 
and his age demanded repose^ but his own 
acquisitions haying been small^ and being 
desirous of leaving us in possession of 
competence^ he cheerfulljp embarked. 

Meanwhile my brother was^ placed at 
a celebrated seminary in the Pais de Vaud^ 
and I was sent to a sister who resided at 
Verona. I was at this time fourteen 
years old^ one year younger than my bro* 
ther^ whom^ since that period^ I have nei- 
ther heard of nor seen. 

I wias now a woman, and qualified to 
judge and act for myself. The character 
of my new friend was austere and devout, 
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And there tvere m manjr iiuMmgMiiiil poiutt 
between ui^ that but little tranquiHity- 
M9M thjojeA trader ket ^onitvoul. l*he 
priest who disdbargod Ifae <ifl|€ft ^t ber 
confessor thought proper to enter Uin 
views with r^ard to me^ grossly inton^ 
siatent with the sanctity of his prpf^ssiiMi* 
He was a man of profound dissimulation 
and masterly address. His efk^tff, bow** 
eyar, were repelled with disdain. My 
security against bis attempts lay in ^bt 
uncottthness and deformity which nature 
hod bestowed, upon his person and visage^ 
rather than in tbe ftrmness of my own 
principles^ 

The courtship of Father Bartoli^ tbe 
austerities of M a;dame Roselli^ the dis- 
gustful or insipid oecupations to which { 
was condemned^ made me Impatiently, 
wisk far a <^ba»ge^ b^at my father, si^ I 
will call him, had decreed tbat I should 
remain undef his sister's guardianship till 
his return from Guiana. Wlieta this 
would happen was vnoei^tain. Etent^ 


imforcseen imglit protract it for jears^ 
but k tomld itot arrife to less than a 
tv^Yeiioiitb. 

I was mtessantly preyed upon by dt* 
rafiteal Mv solitude was. loathsome. I 
panted aftw liberty and fr iendship^ and 
.the want of these ^ere not recampensed 
by luxury and quiet, a'nd by the instruc- 
•tkint tti iMe^ science^ ^bich I received 
firom Biarto>li> wbo^ tbougb detested as an 
byp^iorite and \6yer, was yenerable as a 
acbolar; be would fain have been an 
A^Hti;, but it vas not bis fate to meet 
wilb WBk Belaiae^ 

Two yeai!8 passed away in thi&daranci^. 
My miseries wop^ exquisite, I am almost 
lit a loss t0 aeconnt for the unfaappinese 
#f that tifiie^ for, looking back upon it» 
I perceive that an equal period could' not 
bave been spent with more benefit For 
tbe sake of being near me, BartoU im* 
porttinately offered his^ instructions^ He 
bad nothing to communicate but meta« 
pbysict and geometry. These were tittif 
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to my taste^ but I could not keep bim ata 
distance. I bad no other alternative' tbah 
to endure him as a lover^ or a teacher. 
His passion for science was at least equal 
to that which he entertained for me^ and 
both these passions combined to make 
him a sedulous instructor. He was a 
disciple of the newest doctrines respect- 
ing matter and mind. He denied the im* 
penetrability of the fir«t^ and the imma- 
teriality of thd second. These he endea- 
voured to inculcate upon me^ as well as 
to subvert my religious tenets^ because 
be delighted^ like all men^ ia transfusing 
his opinions^ and because he regarded 
my piety as the only obstacle to bis de- 
signs. He succeeded in dissolvinjg the 
spell of ignorance^ but not in producing 
that kind of acquiescence he wished. 
He had^ in this respect^ to struggle not 
only with my principles^ but my weak- 
nesses. He might have overcome every 
obstacle, but my abhorrence of deformity 
and age. To cure me of this aversion 
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^as bej^ond his power. My servitude 
grew daily knore painful. I grew tired 
of chasing a comet to its aphelion^ and of 
untying the knot of an infinite series. 
A change in my condition became indis- 
pensable to my Yery existence. Languor 
and sadness, and unwillingness to eat or 
to move^ were at last my perpetual at« 
tend ants. 

Madame Roselli was alarmed at my 
condition. The sources of my inquie^ 
tude were incomprehensible to her. The 
truth was, that I scarcely understood 
them myself^ and my endeavours to ex- 
plain them to my frietid merely instilled 
into hrr an opinion that I was either lu- 
natic or deceitful. She complained .and 
admonished, but my disinclination to my 
usual employments could not be con- 
quered, and my health rapidly declined. 
A physician who was called confessed 
that my case was beyond his power to 
understand, but recommended, as a sort 
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#f desperate espedieoi^ a change of scene. 
A succession and variety of objects might 
possiblj contribute to mj cure* 

At this time there arrived at Verona 
Lady D'Arcy> an English woman of for^ 
time andraokj and a strenuous Catholic* 
Her husband had lately died^ and in order 
to div9rt her gtief^ as well as to gratify 
her Curiosity in viewing the great seat of 
her seligion^ she had come to Italy, tn- 
tercoursQ took place between her and 
Madame Roselli. By this means she 
gained a knowledge of my person and 
condilioRj and kindly offered to take me 
under her protection. - She meant to tra- 
verse every part of It^Iy^ and was willing 
that I should accompany her in all her 
wanderings. 

This offer was gratefully accepted^ in 
spite of the astifices and remonstrancea 
of BartoK. My companion speedily 
contracted for me the affection of a mo- 
ther. She was without kindred of her own 
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telfgion, having acquired h6r faith not by 
inheritance but conversioif. She desired 
fo abjurii her native counirj^ and to bind 
herdelf by tierj Social tic to a people 
y9ho adhered to the same faith . Me she 
promised to adopt as her daughter^ pro- 
vided her first impressions in my favour 
were not belied by my future deportment. 
My pritK:ip4es vrere opp<>site to bar's, 
btrt ba^ii, an aversion to displease my 
friend, my passion for kno%vledge, which 
toy new condition ehabled'me to gratify, 
all combined to make me a deceiver, but 
my. imposture was merely of a negative 
jLihd ; I deceived her rather by forbear- 
ance so eoiiltradict, and by acting as she 
iteHeA, than by open assent and zealous 
concurrence. My new state was, on this 
aec6unt, ntxt devoid of inconvenience. 
The ^netal deportment and sentiments: 
ef Lady t^'Arcy testified a vigorous 
ind pure vaind. New avenues to know- 
ledge, by converse ^ith mankind d,nd' 
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with books^ and hy the survey of new 
scenes^ were open for my use. Grati- 
tude and veneration attached me to my 
friend, and made the task of pleasing her^ 
by a seeming conformity of sentiments, 
less irksome. 

During this interval no tidings wer^ 
received by his sister at Verona respect- 
ing the fate of Sebastian Roselli. The 
supposition of his death 'was too plau- 
sible not to be adopted. What influence 
this disaster possessed over my brother's 
destiny I know not. The generosity of 
Lady D'Arcy hindered me from ei^^ 
riencing any disadvantage from this ^^ir^ 
cumstance. Fortune seemed to have de- 
creed that I should not be reduced t^ the 
condition of an orphan. . 

At an age and in a situation like mine, 
I could not remain long unacquainted 
with love. My abode at Rome intro-. 
duced me to the knowledge of a youth 
from England, who had every property 
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which I regarded as worthy of esteem. 
He was a kinsman of Lady D'Arcy^ and 
as such admitted at her house'on the most 
familiar footing. His patrimony was ex- 
tremely slender^ but was in his own pDS- 
session. He had no intention of increas- 
ing it by any professional pursuit^ but 
was contented with the frugal provision 
it afforded. He proposed no other end 
of his existence than the acquisition of 
virtue and knowledge. 

The property of Lady D'Arcy was 
subject to her own disposal^ but^ on the 
failure, of a testament, this youth was in 
legal succession the next heir. He was 
well acquainted with her temper and 
yiews^ but in the midst of urbanity and 
gentleness studied none of those conceal* 
ments.of opinion which would have se- 
cured him her favour. That he was not 
of her own faith was an insuperable^ but 
the only obstacle to the admission of his 
claims. 
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' If conformity of age and opinions^ and 
the mutual fascination of love be a suit-^ 
able basis for marriage^ Wentworth and 
I were destined for each other. Mutual 
disclosure added sanctity to our affection, 
but the happiness of Lady D*Arcy being 
made to depend upon the dissolution of 
our compact^ the heroism of Wentworth 
made him hasten ta dissolve it. As soor^ 
as she discovered our attachment^ she 
displayed symptoms of the deepest an* 
guish. In addition to religious motives^ 
her fondness for me forbade her to exist 
but in my society, and in th^ belief of 
the purity of my faith. The contention^ 
on my part^ was vehement, between the 
regards due to her felicity and to my own. 
Had Wentworth left me the power tO' 
decide^ my decision would doubtless have 
evrnced the frailty of my fortitude, and 
the strength of my passion, but having 
informed me fully of the reasons of his 
conduct^ he precipitately retired from 


Home. Ke left me no meftm of tracmg 
his footsteps and of assailing bis weakness 
hy expostol'tttiofi and inrtreaty. 

Lady B^'Arcy was^ no less eager to 
sbafidon a spot where frer bspptness had 
heeti so iniminently endangiered. Oar 
next resicfence w^s Palermo. I wiH not 
dw^ell apon the* sensations protfuee^ by 
this disappointment in me. I review 
them with astonishment and seff-compas*- 
sioff. If I thought it possible for me to 
sink again into imbecilrty sa ignomc* 
nions, I sfaotild be disposed to kill 
myself. 

There was no end to rows of fondness 
and tokens of gratitude in Lady D'Arcy, 
ller ^tare life should be de?oted to 
compensate me for this sacrifice* No- 
thing could console her in that single 
state in which she intended to lite but 
the coQsolatidtis oT my fellowship. Her 
"conduct coincided for somte time with 
these professions, and my anguish wds 
alfayed by the contemplation of the 
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happioesB conferred upon ' one whom I 
revered. 

My friend could not be charged /with 
dissimulation and artifice. Her character 
had been mistaken by herself as well as 
by me. Devout affections seemed to 
have filled her hearty to the exclusion of 
~ any object besides myself. She cherished 
with romantic tenderness the memory of 
her husband, and imagined that a single 
state was indispensably enjoined upon her 
by religious duty. This persuasion^ 
however^ was subverted by the arts of a 
Spanish cavalier^ young, opulent, and 
romantic as herself in devotion. An 
event like tbis might, indeed^ have been 
easily predicted by those who reflected 
that the lady was still in the bloom of 
life, ardent in her temper, and bewitching 
in her manners. 

The fondness she had lavished upon 
me was now> in some degree^ transferred 
to a new object, but I still received the 
treatment due to a beloved daughter. 
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She v^as solicitous as ever to promote my 
g^ratificatioDj afid a diminution of kind- 
ness would not have been suspected by 
those who had not witnessed the excesses 
of her former passion. Her marriage 
with the Spaniard removed the obstacle 
to an union with W entwortb. This man; 
however^ had set himself beyond the 
reach of mj inquiries. Had there been 
the shadow of a clue afforded nie^ I 
should certainly have nought him to the 
ends of the world. 

I .continued to reside with my friend^ 
and sCccompanied her and her husband 
to Spain. Antonio de Leyva was a man 
of probity. His mind was enlightened 
by knowledge^ and his actions dictated by 
humanity. Though but little older than 
myself, and young enough to be the soa 
of his spouse^ his deportment to me was 
a model of rectitude and delicacy. I 
spent a year in Spain^ partly in the moun- 
tains of Castile and partly at Segovia. 
New manners and a new language occu* 
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I^ied my atfiention fen* a tme, but tli6s^^ 
ieting their nofelty, lost their power t^ 
jpl^ttse. I betook itijself to books to be«^ 
guile the iediousness and diversify the 
Unor of my life. 

This would not have long availed^ but 
I was relieved from new repihings by the 
appointment of Antonio de Leyva i6 a> 
diplomatic offiee at Vienna. Thither 
l¥e accordingly repaired . A coincidence 
of circumstances had fed me wide from 
the path' of ambition and study usualfy 
allotted to my sex and age. From the 
computation of eclipses I now betook 
tayself to the study of man. My pxofi'^ 
teieney^ when I allowed it i6 be seen, 
4ftracted great attention. Instead of 
Adtilatien and gallantry^ I was. engaged 
^ watcbing the conduct of* states^ and 
revolving the theories of politicians. 

Super ftcial observers were either incre- 
dulous with regard to my character, ~ ot 
connected a stupid wonder with their be-» 
)ief. My attainments and habits they did 


noi SM to be perfectly consona&t with 
ti]€ pnnciplM of httftiBn nature. They 
uaavotdably fl^ivred from the illicit at- 
taobtnent of Bm'toli^ and the erring 
magnanimity of Weatwortb. Arer^ion 
to the p«ie#t was the grand inciter of my 
former studies ; the Ioto of Weotworth, 
whom I boped once more to meet, made 
one labour to exclude the importuaities 
of otbers^ and to q.ualify myself for se- 
etiriBg bis aflfeetions. 

Since our parting ift Italy, Weotworth 

tiad t rater sed Syria and Egypt^ and ac-* 

lived some menths afler 'me at Vienna. 

He waa on the piymt of leading the city 

when accident informed meof his Being 

there. An interview was effected^ and 

our former ^otimeats respecting each 

other having undergone no change, we 

were nnited. Madame de Ley va reltrc- 

tantfy concurred with oiir wishes^ iEin4 

at parting forced upon me a considerable 

sum of saoney. 
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Went worth's was a character not frc- 
quentlj met with in the world. He was 
a political enthusiastj who esteemed nor- 
thing more graceful or glorious than to 
die for the liberties of mankind. He 
had traversed Greece with an imagina- 
tion full of the exploits of ancient times^ 
and derived from contemplating Ther- 
mopjloB and Marathon an enthusiasm 
that bordered upon phrenzy. 

It was how th^ third jear of the revp* 
lutionary war in America^ and previous 
to our meeting at Vienna he had formed 
the resolution of repairing thither, and 
tendering his service to the Congress at 
a volunteer. Our marriage made no 
change in his plans. My soul was en- 
grossed by two passions, a wild spirit of 
adventure, and a boundless devotion to 
him. I vowed to accompany him in 
every danger, to vie with him in military 
ardour, to combat and to die by his 
side. 
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I delighted to assume the male dres9^ 
to acquire skill at the sword^ and dex- 
terity in every boisterous exercise. The 
timidity that commonly attends women 
gradually vanished. I felt as if imbued 
by a soul that vras a stranger to the 
sexual distinction. We embarked at 
Brest in a frigate destined for St. Do« 
mingo. A desperate conflict M^ith tin 
English ship in the bay of Biscay was 
my first introduction to a scene of tumult 
and danger^ of whose true nature I had 
formed no pretious conception. At first 
I was spiritless and full of dismay. Ex* 
perience however gradually reconciled' 
me to the life that I had chosen. 

A fortunate shot^ by dismasting the 
enemy^ allowed us to prosecute our 
voyage unmolested. At Cape Francois 
we found a ship which transported us 
after various perils to Richmond in Vir- 
ginia. I will not carry you through 
the adventures of four years. You, 
sitting all your life in peaceful corners. 


90 QEMQKO. 

ew scftreeljr imngioe thM ttiribt^ of 
liar^sfaip ^nd tur«iQil wMcb aifctida thfe^ 
leqpa^le w^ lives is a o^mf. 

Few t "wovid suatfiifi thefte. hardAhtps 
VfUkU 4)^tac gruct thair i 4id. I couM 
46VdoiB ^ pMvaijed ^n to Tei«aki at a 
distwte apdd iDactive;^ whea my h««banil 
Wiu in bftttle^ and m^e tban oiice rea- 
died him froiB deatb by the sea^Miabfe* 
4eftruciio9 of hi» adv6vsary. 

At tbe ffeptiUe of the Americaos at 
jCrermaii*Towo Wentvrwfh via^wouod^. 
ed aad tajien prisoner. I attainad perv 
agiiai^ioa to attettd bia sick bed, and S!i^I|^ 
!Qiat care without which be ivoald as^ 
Buredly bftve died. JBeing imperfectly 
irdcoYetfed be waa Hnt to Bogland, and 
fttbjected to a rigoroiui impfisonment* 
Milder treatment might hUve permtited 
bis comprlete restoration to healthy but 
as It was be died. 

His kiodred were nobfe, and rich and 
powerful^ bnt it was difficult to make 
ihtta ac%nasnted with Wentwortbfs li- 


itiatioB. Their assistaAce vAwk d^ 

mwodiod was readilj aflforded, but' il 
eairie too late to prevent his ckaitb. Hftf 
thisy «natQtied 6rem my veluatary pritM^ 
aDd emplojed every ft iendly art H- effect 
from my miiMl the images oi reclmt ea- 
fatuity. 

Weotwordi's singuiaritieB of conduct 
and opinion' had estranged him at^ an 
early age from bis family. They jfett 
little regret at his fate^ hot every motive 
eonciirrod to secure their aiTection and 
suoconr to me* My character was^ 
known to many officers returned firom 
America^ whose report^ joined with the 
influence oi my conversation^ rendered 
me an object to be gazed a* by the'u- 
sandd. Stratigc vicissitude!-*— now im- 
mersed in the infection of a military 
ho«^ita1> the 8po*t of a wayward for- 
tune, struggling with cold- and hunger, 
with negligeneie and •cbntumefy : ft 
month after passing iflJo scents of gaiety 
And luxury, eril^bit6d at op6i«d afr£ 


3S ORMOHD. 

masquerades^ made the theme of inqui 
and encomium at every place of resorty 
and caressed by the most illustrious 
among the votaries of science^ and the 
advocates of the American cause. 

Here I- again met Madame de Leyva. 
This woman was perpetually assuming^ 
new farms. She was a sincere convert 
to the Catholic religion, but she was 
open to every new impression. She was 
the dupe of every powerful reasoner^ and 
assumed with equal facility the most 
opposite shapes. She had again reverted 
to the Protestant religion, and governed 
by a headlong zeal in whatever cause she 
^ngaged^ she had sacrificed her husband 
and child to a new conviction. 

The instrument of this change was a 
man who passed at that time for a French-^ 
man. He was young, accomplished, and 
addressful, but was not suspected of 
having been prompted by illicit views, 
or of having seduced the lady from alle- 
giance to her husband as well as to her 
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God. De Leyva, however^ ^ho was 
sincere in his religion as well as his love^ 
was hasty to avenge this injury^ and in a 
contest with the Frenchman was killed. 
His wife adopted at once her ancient re^^ 
ligion and country^ and was once more 
an Englishwoman. 

At our meeting her affection for me 
seemed to be revived^ ' and the most pas- 
sionate entreaties were used to detain me 
in England. My previous arrangements 
would not suffer it. I foresaw restraints 
and inconveniences from the violence and 
caprice of her passions^ and intended 
henceforth to keep my liberty inviolate 
by any species of engagement either of 
friendship or marriage. My habits were 
' French, and I proposed henceforward to 
take up my abode at Paris. Since his 
voyage to Guiana^ I had heard no tidings 
of Sebastian Roselli. This man *s image 
was cherished with filial emx)tion8^ and I 
conceived that the sight of him would 


a»p4y rewaxd a longer jouraey tlan ffOm 
Lotiddii to Mbf leilies. 

R^yond ny kopes, I f0iiiid him in his 
ajlcieat ahoie^. The voyage and a reai*- 
deiKce of three years at Cayenne bad 
been beneficial' to his appearance and 
health. He greeted me with paternal 
teudemessj and admitted me to' a full 
participation of Ivis fortune, which tin 
sale of his American property had great! j 
' CAbanced. He was a stranger, to the fate 
of mj brother. Ob hit ceturn home he 
bad gone to Swisserland with a view of 
ascertaining his destiny. The youths a 
few months after his arrival at' Lausaonej, 
had eloped with a companion^ and had 
hitherto eluded all Roselli's searches and 
iuquiries. My father was easily pre- 
vailed upon to transfer his residence from 
Provence to Parts. 

Here Mattinette paused^ and mark* 
iQg the clock; It is time> resumed she^ 
t0 be gone. Are you not weary of my 
tale? On the day I entered France^ I 
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entered the twenty-third year of my 
8ge^ BO that my promise of detailing my 
youthful advtotures is fulfilled. I must 
away. Till wie meet agaioj farewel. 


*-•< 


TOL. III. 


S8 OftMOHOw 


CHAP. n. 


Such was the wild series of Marti- 
nette's adventures. Each incident fas- 
tened on the memorj of Constance^ and 
gave birth to numberless reflections. 
Her prospect of mankind seemed Xo be 
enlarged on a sudden to double its anci- 
ent dimensions. Ormond's narratives 
had carried her beyond the Missisippi^ 
and into the deserts of Siberia. He had 
recounted the perils of a Russian war^ 
and painted the manners of Mongals and 
Naudowessies. Her new friend had 
carried her back to the civilized worlds 
and pourtrayed the other half of the 
species. Men^ in their two forms^ of 
savage and refined^ had been scrutinized 
by these observers^ and what was want- 
ing in the delineations of the one was 
liberally supplied by the other. 
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EleTen^ years nt ike life of MertiMtte 
WM wMehitod. Her ceiiversatioD tf«g* 
gisted ilie opiiiio»ihat ibta mtttvA \iaA 
batn afMttt in Ptaiiee. It was obvieus 
to suppose that a wonm» thus fsatlestf 
ud aagadoun^ baA Ml bMi^ iaadive at a 
pesied like ttie present, whieb called 
fortb talents and courage without dis- 
tiQetkm ef sesr au* had betia f artif»ular* 
ly distinguished by female enterprize 
aa4 beioisn^. Her aamtf easily led to* the 
suspicion of concurrenee witkl the sub- 
Tdrtere of nouaiichyj and of partieipation 
ia4bdir fisU. Hei^ fltghi frOm the mer- 
ciless tribunals of the faetbHi that now 
reigned • would elplaia pfeseat appear- 
ances. 

Marttnlette brought to their iMt intecw 
view an air of uucoimrioa ex^uUatiea* 
On this beii^ remarked^ she eetemuni-^ 
cated the tidings of the fall e^ the san- 
guinary tyranny of Robespierre. Her 
ejfes sparkled^, and e?ery featwe was 
pregaAul witii deligbtj while sbe un- 

cS 
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folded mih ber accustomed energy ifae 
particulars of this tremendous revolutioa. 
The blood i^vbicb it occasioned to flow 
was mentioned without any symptoms of 
disgust or horror. 

Constance ventueed io ask if this in- 
cident was likely to influence her' ow« 
condition., 

Yes. It will open the way for my re- 
turn. 

Then you think of returning to a scene 
of so miich danger ? 

Danger^ my girl ! It is my elemenl 
I am an adorer of liberty^ and liberty 
without peril can neVer exist. 

But.so much bloodshed and injustice! 
Do^s not your heart shrink from the 
view of a scene of massacre and tumult, 
&uch as Paris has lately exhibited, and 
will probably continue to exhibit ? 

Thou talkesty Constance, in a way 
scarcely worthy of thy good -sense. Have 
I not been three, years in< a camp ? What 
are bleeding wounds and mangled corpses ^ 
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when accastomed to the sigbt of tbem 
for years ? Am I not a Io?er of liberty^ 
and must I not e3tult in the fall of ty^ 
rants, and regret ofily that my hand bad 
no share in their destruction ^ 

But a* woman~how can the heart of 
women be inured to the shedding of 
blood ? 

Havewomeo> I beseech thee, no ca* 
pacity to reason and infer ? Are they less 
open than men to the influence of habit ? 
My hand' never faltered when liberty de- 
manded the victim. If thou vfttt with 
me at Paris, I could shew thee a fusil of 
two barrels, which is precious bejond 
any other felique, merely because it en* 
aUed me to kill thirteen officers^ at Je* 
mappe. Two of these were emigrant 
nobles, whom I knew and loved* before 
the revoluttoD^ but the cause they had 
since espoused oanceUed their dsiitns to 
mercy. . 

What, said the startled Constancy 
have you fought in tlM ranks ?. 

c3 
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Certainly; hundreds ef my sex iiave 
4oiie the same. Some were impelled by 
the enthuaiasm of lo^e^ and soiae by a 
mere passion for war ; sonie by the coii>- 
tagion of example^ and some^ pritfa whom 
I myself must be ranked^ by a genecous 
devotion to lib^y. Brunswick and Saxe 
Coburg had to contend with whole cegi<* 
ments of women. Regiments they would 
hate formed, if ibey had been collected 
into separate bodies. 

I will tell thee a secret. Thou wou|dit 
aev/^r have eeen Martinette de Beairvais 
if Brunswick had deferred 4)ne day longer 
hk orders for Mtreating into Oermany. 

Howao? 

She would hare died by her own hmiid. 

What could lead to such an outrage f 

The la?e of libei4y. 

I oannot oomprdbeod bow that lof6 
Aoutd prompt you to euicide. 

I will tell thee. The plan was formed 
moA oottid not iiiisearry . A woman was 
to play the part of a baaiAed royalist ; 
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was to repair to Uie Pmsaian caiiip» and 
to ^ain admission to tlie general. Thif 
vouUl bare easily been graated to a fe- 
male and an ex-noble. There she was 
to assassinate the enemy of her conntry^ 
and to attest her magnanimity by slaugh- 
tering herself. I was weak enoMgh to 
regret the ^noninotts retecat of the Prtts«> 
siana^ becaase it preebided the necessity 
of snch a sacrifice. 

This was related witii accents and looks 
that sufficiently attested its trolfa. C&^ 
ttantia sfandderedaad drew back> to con*- 
template mon deliberateljf the features 
of her guest. Hitherto she had read in 
theoi BOthii^ that bespoke the desperate 
conrege of a martyr, and the deep de* 
signing of an assassin. Tiie image which 
het mind bad reflected from the deport- 
ment of diis woman was changed. The 
likeness which idie had fieigned to ber- 
self was no longer aeen. She felt that 
antipathy was preparing to dtsplaee lote. 
These sentiments^ however* she conceal- 

c4 
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edj and suffered ihe conversation to pro^ 
cee^. 

Their discourse now turned upon the 
exploits of several women who mingled 
in the tumults of the capital and in the 
armies on the frontiers. Instances were 
mentioned of ferocity in some and mag*- 
sanimity in others^ which almost surpass*- 
ed belief. Constance listened greed ilyj 
though not with approbation/ and ac- 
quired, at every sentence, new desire to 
be acquainted with the persoqal history 
of Martioette. On mentioning this wish 
her friend said, that she endeavoured to 
amuse her exilie by composing her own 
memoirs, and that on her next visit she 
would bring with her the volume^ which 
she would suffer Constance to read. 

A separation of a week elapsed. She 
felt some impatience for the renewal of 
their intercourse^ and for the perusal of 
the volume that had been mentioned. 
One evening Sarah Baxter, whorauCon- 
stance had placed in her own occasional 
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service, entered the* room with mltfk« of 
great joj and sorprise^ and informedr 
her that she at length had discovered' 
Miss Monrose; Fpom her abnipt and' 
prolix a'ccoimt; it appeared that Sarah^ 
had overtaken Mids Monrose^ in the street, 
and guided by her own cxiriosity* as well 
M by the wish iq gratify her mistress^ she 
had '{olIiQwed the stranger. To her utter 
astonishmeat the lady had. paused at Mr. . 
Dudley's door with- a seeming resolution 
to enter it^ but presently rednmed hor 
^ay. Instead of pursuing her steps far- 
ther, Sarah had stopped to communicatii 
this intelligence to Constance. Having 
delivered her news ahe hastened away^ 
but returning in a otioment with a coun* 
tenance of lieW' surprise, she, informed 
her mistress that on leaving the house 
she had met Miss Monrojie att the door 
on the point df entering. She added that 
the stranger had inquired for Constance^ 
and was now waiting below* 
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Caoilantaa k)ck no tioie te reflect upoat 
an incidcot so uneKpcptod and so strange^ 
but proceedeil foitfawilh to ihe pwloiir. 
Martinetto onljr wu there. It did sat 
imtantly eccar to k^w iSiat Aia Udy and 
Mademoiselle Monroie migkt poMibly 
be the saaM. The loqiiiFies ebe qiada 
qpeedilj removed tier doubts, and it bow 
appeaFed tbat Ibe woman about wbose 
destiny she ba4 fanned so many coajec* 
tures^ and festered so much aoKiety^ was 
ao other tbau the daughter of Reset li. 

Haying readily aaewered ber|questieas, 
Martiniette inquired }b her turn into the 
9etives of her friend** curiosity. These 
wisre exptaiaed by a succinct aceeunt of 
tiie transactions te which the deceased 
Baater had been a witness. Constance 
cooefuded with naeottoniug her own re- 
Sections on the iaie^ and intimating her 
wish to be informed how Martinette had 
extricated h^pself firem a situatteu so ca« 
lamitous. 
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U tbere any rMtn for wooider tm that 
kea4 ? rrpUed tba giicfti It was absurd 
to stay loiiger in tbe boate. Having 
iakhed tke inlermaot of Roseili ( soldier* 
fasbiOD), for be Was the man who saifer* 
ed hie fbolish regrets to destroy bins^ I 
forsook the house. Roselli was by so 
aMans poor ; but he could not cmasent to 
lt?e at ease^ or to live at all, while his 
country eodisred siieb borr iUe oppressionSy 
ead when so raasiy of his friends bad pe» 
rished. I ooofiplied wilh his buflsour be«» 
eaase it could not be changed, and I re« 
?ered him too mueh to desert him. 

But whither, said Constance, could 
you seek shelter at a time like that? The 
dty was desolate^ and a wandering female 
eouM scarcely be received under any roof. 
All inhabited houses were closed at that 
hour, and the fear of infection would 
have shut them against you if they bad 
not been already so. 

Hast thou forgotten tbat there were at 
that time at least ten thousand French in 
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this ciiy, fugitives from Marat and fwtai 
St. Domiogo ? That they lived in; utter 
fearlessness^ of the Beigning disease^ sung 
and loitered i& the public walk^^ and 
prattled at their doors with all their cust 
ternary unconcerxi ? Supposest thou that 
there were hone among these who would 
receive a country woman> even if her name 
had not been Martioette de Beauvais h 
Thy fancy has 4epicted strange (bings> 
but believe me> that without- a farthing;, 
and without a name^ I should not have 
incurced the slightest ineonvenieoce. The 
death of Roselli I foresaw^ because it 
was gradual in its approach^ and was 
sought by. him as a good. My griefj 
therefore^ was exhausted before it came';, 
and I rejoiced at his deatb^ because it 
was the close of all his sorrows.. The 
rueful pictures of myjdistress amd weakr 
ness which were giveti by Baxter existed 
only in his own fancy.. 

Martinette pleaded an engiigement and 
took her leave^ professing to have come 


merelj to leave with her the promised 
ipanpscrtpt. This* interview, thaogh 
^sbort^ was' productive of many refle^i 
tiona oa the deceitfuhiess of appearances^ 
^nd on the variety of maxima by which 
the Gondvct of human beings is regulat* 
ad. She wa»^ aecustomed to impart all 
Ver thoughts and relate every new inci* 
dent to her father. With this view she 
DOW wjent to hi» apartment This hour 
it was her custom^ when disengaged^ aU 
Ways. to spend with him. 

She found Mr. Dudley busy in revolv*^ 
ing a scheme whi^ various circumstances 
had suggested and gradually conducted 
to mttturity. No period of his- life had 
• been equally delightful w4th that portion 
of his youth which he had spent in Italy; 
The climates the language^ the maAners 
ef the people^ and* the sources of inteHfeC"^ 
tual gratification in painting and' musici 
were congenial to his taste. He had re« 
luctantly forsaken these enchanting seait 
at the summoiis of his father^ btiton his 
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nMio to kit ntiiVe cmintfy llad eseotuiK 
teted nothing but ignominy wd pain. 
Pafeiiy aad bliaduss b«d besot bis paih^ 
IHid it floooMd ofi if it wero iflipassible *0 
fly too fur from tbe ftceno of bis disftstem. 
His misfortunctf could not bo ooncoakd 
f^om otberSi and e?€ry tbing oround htm 
toomed to renew tbe memory o| nil tb«E 
bo bod suierod. All Ih^ oTonto of bie 
yootb oerved to entioo bim to Italy, wbiio 
ali tbo io^idoiits «f his subsequeiit Ufi 
concorred to rendtf disgustful bi» present 

aboile* 

Hm dmigbter's happiness was not. to 
bo ibrgoiteo. This he imagined "ssoidd 
bo ^mioenfl)^ promoted by the sebeno. It 
VOoM open to her new at eones to knov->' 
lode<. it would fiiaioh* her from tbe 
odioiMf pw4iiit #f Ofmoadj and by a mir 
tlfitS ^ objects and adi»^iHures> efiteo 
fsw^ b^r mijid any impression which his 
doii(^?OiU artifices mi^ht hate made upon 

it 
Tbiis itfojed was now eommnniottod 
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toCWahiBiffn, Erery argmuM adapted 
to tafl«ieace bet chaide was emplojail. 
He JMttly €0iicai^ad thai tha only aWiada 
tp liar adLopttmi of it rekted t9 OimoBd. 
He jexpatiated oa the dubiass character 
af thia maa, tha viMaeis af his tcheaias^ 
ttd tha niagoituda aiP his erMn. Whaf 
iaidil he cyipaatcd fra6i a man, half of 
whose life had bean speatai thehead of a 
baodctf Cossacks^ spfaading da vaslatioB in 
ttieregiona of the Damihe, and aupportiog 
ky Aagitioufi-iotrigiieB tha tyram^ af Ga« 
tharin0» and tha other half in* travarsiag 
iahaapifadflJa eoanipies^ and aiitiiigiiiriiia^ 
what faauioad of elehnpocy and justice 
hy iia tier course with savage#? 

It was adasitted that his energies were 
greats hut aiis4iaacied; and tfait to re« 
t^Oie Ihem to tha guidanoe of truth waa 
not ki itself iati possible, but it was m witk 
relation to any power that she possessed. 
Qanfbfoitty would flow from tiieir mar* 
nskf^, but this con&rmity was not to ho 
•apactad fiom him* It waa not his eusf^ 
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tomto sbjttre any of his doctrines^ ar re-« 
cede fVom any of his claims. Sbe^knew* 
Hkewiie the eooditioas of tb«ir aniion.^ 
She mast g6 with fadai to soihe corner of^ 
the world where bis boasted systenr '3wa» 
established. What was the r^A to. it h& 
had carefully concealed/ biit it; was: evi<» 
dent that it lay beyond' the ^wednctaofi 
fivilized existence; 

i Whatever was her ultimate deacision^ 
it was at least proper to delay.it. .Siv 
years were yet wanting of ibat* period a# 
which only she formerly considered mar- 
riage as proper^ To all the general mo^ 
tives'fprideferring her choice^ theconduot 
of Ormond Scupecadded the weightiest^ 
Their eorrespondtoce might continue^ 
but hfcr residence in ]^urope and^converse 
with 'inankind might-enlighten her judg^ 
meint and quidify her for. a more rational 
decision^ 

- Gon^antia wasv not umnflnenced by 
these reasonings. Instead of reluctantly 
iltflaiitting them, she wondered < that thejs 
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fiad not been suggested by her own re- 
flections. Her imagiqation anticipated 
fier entrance on that migbtjr scene with 
emotions little less than rapturous. Her 
studies had conferred a thousand ideal 
charms on a theatre where Scipio and 
Caisar had performed their parts. Her 
wishes were no less importunate to gaasa 
upon the Alps and Pyreneesj and to ?i«*« 
viiy and. chasten- the images^ collected 
from bookr by comparing them with 
their real prptotypecr. 

No social ties existed to hold her to 
America* Her only kintman! and friend 
would be the companion of her journiies. 
This project was likewise recommended 
by advantages of which she^ only wafi 
qualified to judge. Sophia Westwyn 
bad embarked ibur years previous to this 
date for Engl and » in company with an 
English lady and her husband. The ar* 
rangements that were made forbade ei« 
ther of the friends to hope for a future 
meeting t yet now, by virtue of this prov 
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ject, this meeUogieeiaed no longer to be 
bopoloBs. 

This burat of new ideu and new 
buf es on the mind of CoMtance took 
place in tbe course of a siogla beur. No 
change in her external tituation had been 
wrought^ and yet ber miad hi^ under*- 
gone the most signal revolution* The 
novelty as well as greatnesi of thepro^ 
iqpect kept her in a state of elevation and 
awe, mom ravishing than any she had 
ever experienced. Anticipations of in*- 
tercourae with nature in her most august 
tofon, with men in diversified states of 
society^ with tbe posterity of tbe Greeks 
and EomanSf and with the actors tbtt 
were now upon the stage^ and above all 
with tbe being whom absence and the 
want of other attachments had in some 
aort contributed to deify^ made this night 
pass away on the wings of transport. 

Tbe hesitation which existed on part- 
ing with her father speedily gave place 
to an ardour impatient of the least delay. 


She saw no impediments to the immediate 
commencement of the YOjage. To de- 
lay it a month or even a week seemed to 
be UDprofitab4e tafdiness. In this fer- 
ment of her thoughts^ she was neither 
^h npr wiUipg to «I«iep. In arranging 
tbe JMani ^ d^sjpwture^ and aniicipatisig 

ib# evenii' tfiat umakl succm^lvely wm, 
iiina^ ym$ ^b«pdMi fopi ^f cpatnmptor- 

JSbe iMrfcad tim fisat dawningt 9t ibfi 
dsff wd f^pe# $h4 felt ffloctanea ta 
l)M»k «vvn bar* fiit^r'a nor^UDg iltt«^ 
Iwrf^ but O04iidei^d tbat her nwliviis 
were enLtfemaly «rg/0{|ft» Md tbiit t]i« pkii^ 
aure alS^ded hw by her sfalous ^ppro- 
iatioo «f liii acheoie^ would ^mflf oofa- 
ffWMte ^w for thia wseawm]^]^ intr^- 
aio9 «i bii f f tt, jSh^ hMtaaad therefore 
to his chamber. She entered with Uttb^ 
sftPM itopsi and iK#}y 4f «w Mide tli« aur- 
teiq. 
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CHAP. III. 

Unhappy Constanee! At the momeifi* 
when' thy dearest h6pe» had btidded* 
afreshj fi^hen the cloiids of insecurity 
and disquiet had retired from thy yisioiH 
vast thou assailed by the great sub verter 
of human schemer. Thou sawest no- 
thing in fiiturity but an eternal variation 
and successidh of deKghts. Thou wast 
hastening to forget dangers and sorrows 
which thoufondiyima^lnedst were never 
to return. I^ii day wa§ to^be the outset 
of a new cafeer; existence was hence- 
forth to be embellished with enjoyments^ 
hitherto scarcely within the reach of 
hope. . . f 

Alas ! thy prediotions^ of c^ilamity 
seldom failed to be verified. Not so 
thy prognostics of pleasure. These^ 
though fortified by every calculation o^ 
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contingencieB, were edifices grounded 
upon nothing. Tby life was a struggle 
with malignant destipy.; a contest for 
happiness in which thou wast fated to be 
OTercome. 

£he stooped to kiss the :irenerable cheek 
of her father^ and^ bj whii^ering^ to 
break fais slumber. Her eye was no 
sooner. fixed upon his countenance* than 
she fttarted back and shridced. She had 
DO power to. forbear. Her outcries were 
piercing and . vehement. ' They ceased 
only with the cessation of breath. She 
sunk upon a chair^ in a state of partaking 
more of death than of life* mechanically 
prompted to give tent to her agonies in 
shrieks, but incapable of uttering a 
sound.* 

The alarm called her servants to the 
spot. They beheld. her dumb, wildly 
gazing, and gesticulating in a way that 
indicated frenzy. She made no resistance 
to their efibrts, but permitted them to 
carry her back to her own chamber. 
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Sntnh eslled^ vfp6u h«r tb speA ttid to- 
^xplatfir the Mtf 8i» df ftiese ^ip^tfMtt^ 
tmt ifte tliock wiiieb ihe hn4 endilr^ 
seemed to iraye nrrefferievttM J destMyedlM* 
powers of utterance. 

fht terrors of the aflfettionftte Sarah 
were increased'. She kneeled t^ tbe hei^' 
dfde df her aistre^s, and' with rtreanriri^ 
eye9 besou^fet tbe unimpp^ fady to eeto* 
pMe bersel f i Pbrbapfr tbie sight off weep*'- 
ing' in nnoHbtr possessed a synrpatbetic 
infftreifce> or nattrre bad^ madis piNn^vision 
lor tbts sakrtary cbaoge : bowever tbftt 
may be, a torrent of tears Mhir eaiMe fo-ber^ 
sthceour^ and^reseued^herflftifltfapaiHyx'ysfff' 
of insanity, wbicb its longer eontinnanca 
mi^* hate set b«yrad tbe rea'cb of 
cure. 

Meanwbtfis* a glance at his master's 
cmmtenance made Fabian firily vtc^ 
qmtinted' with tbe natnfe of the scene. 
Tbegha^tly visage of Mr. Dudley shewed- 
tfttat be was^dead, and that be bad died^ 
insome-terriA^ amd myirtierious laamier. 


As sow M tins fiudiAil acnrant faeorefcil 
ftom Bupprise^ Urn flnt expedieiit wkkh 
ln9 iBgenukpf suggotted wm to fly whlk 
fkliBgs of ttm eiQsot to Mf, Melbonrat. 
That gentleman instantly obeyed the tVMf 
none. Witb tie power of isreepiag^ 
GoDstaBtia rec9f eiei the pow« of re« 
flectiMi. Tbif^ for a tiiBe, Benrod bee 
only 9s a meiBv oi of angBkii* Me^ 
bourne mingled life tean:witbher% and 
eadeaTouredv b^r suitable renooetraacer^ 
to re? lYifc her foirtitede. 

The filial pacnMo is periiaps instiuctif e 
to man; boi ite energy is modiied fey 
imietM cir(aimtaBoe8« fiUrery erea* ta 
the life of Conttanoe eo«trib«itd ta 
kefglrte» tins panioft beyend. custenrary 
l^oonds. ki the habit of p^rpsiuftl 9t^ 
tendance on her fatlrar^ of deriving froin 
Iriflv ler knowledge and sbaring ifr jitt 
Irini the* hourly frnatvef ob«ervataca» aail 
reieetioii^ his exaslenes seemed blended 
wilh her omtK There waaao other whose 
concurrence and council she^eonU elaitBiii 
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with whom a domestic and unioterrupted 
alliaace could be maintaiDed* The only 
bond o{ consaDgoinitj was loosened; 
the onlj prop of friendship ^was taken 
awaj. 

Others^ perhaps^ would have observed 
that her father's existence had been 
merely a source of obstructionand per- 
plexity ; that she. had hitherto aoted by 
her own wisdom^ and would find here** 
^after less difficulty in her choice of 
schemes^ and fewer impediments to thje^ 
execution. These reflections occurred 
not to her. This disaster had incrieated, 
to an insupportable degree, the vacancy 
and dveariness of her existeace. The 
face she was habituated to behold had 
disappeared for ever ; the voice, whose 
mild and affecting tones had so long been 
fkmiliar to her ears, was hushed into 
eternal silence. The felicity to which she 
clung was ravished away : nothing re* 
mained to hinder her from sinking into 
utter despair. 


Tbi; first transports of grief liav^ 
subsidedj a source of consolation seeinea 
to be opened in the belief that her father 
had only changed one form of being for 
aootber; that he still lived to be the 
guardian of her peace and honour ; to 
enter the recesses of her thoughts ; to 
forewarn her ' of evil and invite her to 
good. She grasped at these images vrith 
eagerness, and fostered them as the only 
solaces of her calamity. They were not 
adapted to inspire her with cheerfiilness^ 
but they sublimed her sensations, and 
added an inexplicable fascination to 
sorrow. 

It was unavoidable sometimes to re- 
fleet iipon the nature of that death which 
had occurred. Tokens were sufficiently 
apparent that outward violence had been 
the cause. Who could be the performer 
of so black a deed^ and by what motive he 
was guided were topics of fruitless con* 
jecture. She mused upon this subject, 
not from the thirst of vengeance, but 

VOL. III. B 
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fyom a mouriiful curiMky. Had the 
perpetrator stood before ber^ attd chat> 
lenged retribiitioDj she would no! bare 
lifted a fiager to acouie or to piiaiib. 
The euil already endured feft her no 
power to concert and execute projects for 
extending that evil to others. Her ssiod 
was imnerved.. wd recoiled with loathing 
from considerawms of abstract justiccj 
or political utility^ wbea tbey prompted 
to the presectftioB of the murderer. 

Melbourne was actuated by differeut 
views, htuA on this subject he was pain- 
fully bewildered. Mr. Dudley's deport- 
ment t6 his servants and neighbours was 
gentle and humane. He had no dealings 
with, the trafficing or labouriog pajrt of 
mank^ind. The fund which supplied bis 
cravings of necessity or habit was his 
daughter's. His recreations and employ* 
ments were harmless and lonely. The 
evil purpose was limited to fai^ deaths 
for bis chamber was exactly in the saone 
state in which negligent security had left 
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it. No Bakloigbt t^isief ot Yoictf, H^ 
uabarred door or lifted wiiHlow> afforded 
ttfkens of the pr^sence^ Or tfac et of ihb . 
entraliee Or flight of the aismsms. 

Tbe meditafioDf of GtafltaQtia/ kow- 
ev^, eould odt fail iit soBle of tkcir cbt^ 
unities to encQiioter the inaage 6f Craigu 
Ifin agency in the ilDt>of erfidmwflt of her 
fitfiier^ and ia the sdieniO by Which the 
bid Uke t* bkvo bete loaded with tfao 
pteakies of forgery^ wai of an im^er* 
Tious aad unprecedented kind. Moti?ei 
^1^0 unveiled by time^ in * some degree 
ftetiountiOg for his treacfaef^us protoetd^ 
iag, but there ir ae room to sof^oie ad 
iflfbom propctofiity to misohief. Waff hA 
tiot the author of tbit Aew evil ? Hig 
mottvto and his niea^s were eqoallj in^ 
icrutaibte^ but thdr instrutability might 
flow from her own defects in disoern* 
Blent adid knowled^/ and time might 
topply her defects in this as io former 
instances, 
Tbes^ images were casuaL The causes 

d2 
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of the evil were seldom contemplated. 
Her mind was rarelj at liberty to wan* 
der from reflection on her irremediable 
loss. Frequently^ when confused by 
distressful recollections^ she would de- 
tect herself going io her father's chani<* 
ber. Often his well* known accents would 
ring in her ears^ and the momentary im* 
pulse would be to answer his calls. Her 
reluctance, to sit down to her meals^ 
without h^r usual companion, could 
scarcely be surmounted. 

In this state of mind the image of the 
only friend who survived^ or whose des- 
tiny at least was doubtful^ occurred to 
her. .She sunk into fits of deeper ab* 
straction^ and dissolved away in tears of 
more agonizing tenderness. A weejc after 
her father's interment she ,shut herself 
up in her chamber, to torment herself 
with fruitless remembrances. The name 
of Sophia Westwyo was pronounced^ i^nd 
the ditty that solemnized their parting 
w,w sung. Now, more than fbrmerly. 
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she became sensible of the loss of that 
portrait, which had been deposited io the 
hands H>f M'Crea^ as a pledge. As soon 
as her chaoge of fortune had supplied 
her with the means of redeeming itj she 
hastened to M'Crea for that end. To 
her unspeakable disappointment he was 
absent from the city : he had taken a 
long journey,, and the exact period of 
his return could not be ascertained. His 
clerks refused ta deliver the picture^ or 
even, by searching, to discover whether 
it was still in their master's possession. 
This application had frequently and lately 
been repeated, but without success; 
.M'Crea had not yet returned, and his 
family were equally in the dark, as to 
the day an which his return might be 
ejKpected, 

She determined on thisopcasion to renew 
her yisit. Her incessant disappointments 
bad almost extinguished hope, and she 
made inquiries at his door^.with-a fal* 
tering accent and sinking heart. . These 
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emotions w6re changed into stirprfse and 
delight, when answer was made that ha 
had Just arriyed.. She was instantfj 
conducted ilito his presence. 

The countenance of M'Crea easiTy de- 
noted that his visitant was hy no means 
acceptahle. There was a mixture af em- 
barrassment and sullenness in his atr^ 
which was far from being diminished 
whenf the purpose of this visit was ex- 
plained. Constance reminded him of the 
offer and acceptance of this pledge, and 
of the conditions with which the tran- 
saction was accompanied. 

He acknowledged, with some hesita- 
tion, that a promise had been given to 
retain the pledge until it was k her 
power to redeem it^ but the long delaj^ 
the urgency of his own wants, and parti- 
cularly the ill treatment Ti^hich he con- 
ceived himself to have suffered in the 
transaction respecting the forged notCj 
bad^ in his own opinion, absolved him 
ifitom thii pMonise, He bad therefore sotd 


titt pictar« to & goldsmith for as much as 
the gold about it was worth. 

This informatioii produced in the heart 
of CoMtantia a contest between indig- 
nation and MMFrow^. that for a time de* 
barred her from speech. She stifled the 
aogef that wi^ at length rising to her 
lips, Md calmlj Inquired to whom the 
pietttre had been sold. 

M'Crea answered that for his part he 
had little dealings in gold and silver^ but 
erer^ thing of that kind which fell to his 

share ha transacted with Mr. D • 

This person was one of the most eminent 
of hie pfofesstoB. Hit character and 
plaiie of abode were universally known. 
The only expedient that femaioed was 
to apply to him^ and to ascertain forth* 
with the destiny of the picture. It wat 
leo probable^ thet when separated ftoin 
its case^ the portrait WM throwii away 
•r otstrojeclj atftOMrt io«ttmbraii«e, but 
dM troth WM !•• BMoientous to b« awde 
tbe ap^ft of Mere probability. Stie Ml 
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the house of M'Crea^ and hastened to that 
of the goldsmith. 

The circumstance ivas easilj recalled 
to his remembrance. It was true that 
such a picture had been offered for sale/ 
and that he had purchased it. The work* 
manship was curious, and he felt unwill-i^ 
ing to destroy it. He therefore hung it up 
in his shop, and indulged the hope that « 
purchaser would sometime be attracted by 
mere beauty of the toy. 

Constantia's hopes were revived by 
these tidings, and she earnestly inquired if 
it. were still in his possession. 

Noi. A young gentleman had entered 
his shop some months before ; the picture 
had caught his fancy; and he had given 
a price which the artist owned he should 
li.oi have demanded had he not beion 
encouraged by the eagerness which the 
gentleman betrayed to possess it« - s 

; Who was this gentleman,? Had there 
been any previous acquaintaiice between 
tfa^? What was his name, .his profess 
sion, and where waa h,e to be found ? 
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Really^ the goldsmith answered, he was 
igooraiit respecting all those particulars. 
Previoiisljr to-tbis purchase, the gentle-* 
man had sometimes visited his shop, but 
he did not recollect to have since seen 
hitn. He was unacquainted with his 
imrne and his residence. 

What appeared to be his motives for 
purchasing this picture ? 
' The customer appeared highly pleased 
with it; pleasure, rather titan surprise^, 
seemed to be produced bj the sight of it. 
If I were permitted to judge, continued 
the artist, I should imagine that the 
joung man was acquainted with the 
original. To say this truth, I hinted as 
much at the time, and I did not see that 
he discouraged the supposition* Indeed, 
I cannot conceive how the picture could 
otherwise have gained any vialue in his 
eyes. 

This only heightenied the eaigerness of 
Constance to trace the footsteps of the 
youth « It was obvious to suppose sonif 

05 
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pommunication or coitneetion between 
ber friend and tkit purcbaaer. Ska le* 
peatod her inquiries^ and tbe gcidumith, 
afialr aome ecmttderatien, aaid :«<*-Why, oo 
second tfcougbtg^ I seem to have Mine 
Botion of baling seen a figure Kke tbat 
of my customer go into a lodging^bouM^ 
in Front-Street^ some time before I net 
nvith him at my shop. 

Tbe situation of this boiise betn^ >8atis* 
faetorily described^ and tbe artiit beiog 
able to afford her no further informatioo, 
except as to stature and guisOi ebe teob 
ber leave. There were' twanviti vet ish 
pelled her to prose^te ber seareb after 
tbi« person ; tbe desire of vegaining thie 
portrait^ and of procuring tidingg ol bei 
ft^iend. Involved as she was in ignorance^ 
it was impossible to cbnjecttMre bow far 
tbia incident would be aubeetvient to 
these inestimable purposes. To praeure 
an iaiervaaw witk this stranger was 
tbe first measvce wbkb prudence siig^ 
Ifcatid^ 


9he knew not kts iMHfie or kk jpersdn. 
He was once seen rateriog a todging- 
bouse^ Thttker she must toHnedkitely 
repair^ but how to itttrodoce heriself, bo\i« 
tO' describe the persoiih of whom sbe waf 
iq search^ sbe kii^w not : slie was bevet 
with embarrassneats aa4 itificuUiea. 
Wbile her attention was entangled by 
these^ she proceeded uocenseioftislj^ on beiP 
way^ and popped nat until she reaobed 
the mansion that had been described. 
Here she paused to collect her thoughts. 

She found no relief in deliberation. 
E?ery moment added to her perplexity 
and indecision. Irresistibly impelled by 
her wishes^ sbe at length, in a mood that 
partook of desperation, advanced to the 
door and knocked. The summons was 
immediately obeyed by a weman^of decent 
appearance. A pause ensued, which 
Constantia at length terminated by a re* 
quest to see the mistress^ of the hou^e. 

The lady courteously answered that 
sbe was the person> and immediately 
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ushered ber visitant into an apartment. 
Constance being seated, tbe lady waited 
for tbe disclosure of ber message. To 
prolong tbe silence was only to ndultiply 
embarrassments. Sbe reverted to tbe 
state of ber feelings^ and saw tbat tbey 
flowed from inconsistence and folly. One 
vigorous effort was sufficient to restore 
ber to composure and self-command. 

Sbe began with apologizing for a visit 
Unpreceded by an introduction. Tbe 
object of bf r inquiries was a person with 
whom it was of tbe utniost moment tbat 
sbe should* procure a meeting, but wbom^ 
by an unfortunate concurrence of circum* 
stances^ sbe was unable to describe by 
tbe usual incidents of name and profes- 
sion. Her knowledge, was cotifined to 
bis external appearance, and to tbe pro- 
bability of bis being an inmate of this 
bouse^ at tbe beginning of tbe j^ear. She 
then proceeded to describe bis person and 
dress. 

It is true^ said the lady, such a one as 
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you describe has boarded in this house. 
His name ^as Martynne. I have good 
reason to remember htm, for he ttved 
M^ith me ^ree montbs>, and then left the 
country without paying for his board. 

He has gone then? said Constance^ 
greatly discouraged by these tidings. 

Yes^ he was a man of specious man- 
tiers and loud pretensions. He came from 
England^ bringing with him forged re- 
commendatory letters, and after passing^ 
from one end of the country to the other, 
contracting, debts which he never patdj 
and making bargains which > he never 
fulfilled, he suddenly disappeared.^ It 
is likely thiSt he has returned to Europe. 

Had he no kindred^ no friends, no 
companions i 

He found none here ; he made pretenee» 
to alliances in England^ which better in- 
formation has, I. believe, since shewn to 
be false. 

This was the sum of (be iolbrmatio0 
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piMiivatila froiA tim source. GoBstenee 
ipaa uiHiM^ to conceal her cbmgria. These 
flrymptooM were ohserYcd by the hidj^ 
vrhose cufioiitj ww awakened kturit. 
Questions were ohliquelj started, io^ 
vitioi^ CoQstwee to a disclosute of her 
thought^. No adfairtage would arise fron 
eoafidencej aad the guest;» after a few 
minutes of abstraction aad silence^ rose to? 
taM her leave. 

. J^uriog this coofereooe^ some one ap^* 
pewed tOr be aegligently sportii^ with 
the keys q£ a« barpsichiird in the next 
iipartmeiit. . The notes were too icregulw 
eod fasot tei niahe a forcible impression 
on the ear<. In the present state of hot 
wind» Gonataooe was merely comcious of 
the sound in the interyals of eonversatiofl. 
Having arisen from her seat, her annietj 
to obtaio soma information that might 
lea4 to the point »be w ished^ made her 
again pause. She endeavoured to invetot 
fowe new inte^segotory better suited to 


hat puvpoaeibftii tb«sf wlu€fab%4 abPMdjp 
been eoi|^l<>;ed . A tU^iico ml b^tb tidoi 

Pvrwg tbi& iotervaij tba tvifiMii i9wU 
ciMi iBuddwI^ T^fkniqfd frqm raa>bU«g^ 
and glided into notes of some re^aeiBettt 
and qgwplexitj. Tbe ca4wce way amaL 
but a tbunderbolt faUipg ^t bp Wt 
^ould not have communicated a more 
visible shock to the senses of Constance. 
A glance that denoted a tumult of soul 
bordering on distraction, was now fixed 
tipon the door that led into the room 
wbebce the harmony proceeded. Instantly 
the cadence was revived^ and some ac'- 
companying voice was heard to warble :^— ^ 

Ah ! far beyond this world of woes, 
We meet to part — to part no more. 

Joy and grief in Iheir sudden onsets 
and their violent extremes^ approach so 
nearly in their influence of human beings^ 
as scarcely to be distinguished. Constan- 
tia^s frame was still enfeeble^ by her 
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recent distreMes. The torrent of emo-* 
tion ^as too abrupt and- too vehement. 
Her faculties were overwhelmed^ and she 
8uuk upon the floor motionless and with** 
out sense^ but not till she'had faintlj artt-* 
culated :— 
Mjr God ! my God ! this is a joj nu^ 
and too great. 
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CHAP. IV. 

I MUST be forgiven if I now introduce 
myself on the stage. Sophia Westwyn is 
the friend of Constance^ and the writer 
of this^ narrative. So far as my fate was 
connected with that of my friend^ it is 
worthy to be known. That connection 
has constituted the joy and misery of my 
existence^ and has prompfed me to under- 
take this task. 

I assume no merit from the desire oC 
knowledge^ and superiority to temptation : 
th^re is little of which I can boast, but 
thai; little I derived ipstru mentally from 
Constance. Poor as )ny Mtainments arej^ 

I . .... V 

it is to her that J am in^nbted . for. th$m 
^U. l^ife itself was the gift of her,fi^th:erj 
but- n^y. yir(|ue. and felicity afe Jiier gifts.. 
That I. am neither indige;itnar profit^ate^ 
flows from her bounty. ; 


I am not unaware of the divine super- 
intendence^ of the claims upon my grati- 
tude and service, which pertain to my 
God. I know that all physical and moral 
agents are merely instrumental to the 
purpose that be wills, but though the 
6rcM Author of being and felicity must 
not be forgotten, it is neither possible nor 
just to overlook the claims upon our 
tova, with which our fslIow*beings are 
ini^sted. 

The top? erne )o¥e does not absorb, buf^ 
chasten and enforce all subordinate affile- 
tions. In proportion to the rectitude of 
«iy preeeptions and the ardour of my 
piety, must I clearly diseern and ferrently 
love the ezeellebce discoyered in my fel* 
low»beings, and Hidustriously promote^ 
their improvement and felicity, 

Ffom my infisncy to my serenteenth 
year I lived in the house of Mr. Dud« 
ley. Oa the day of my birth I was 
deserted by kny mEOther ; her temper was 
more akin to that of tygress than woman: 
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jet that is unjast^ far beatts cherish thetr 
^Skftiog. No natures but humaa aM 
capable of that depravity, which makes 
inteasiUe to the chtiiM of lanooeoce and 
helpletsn088. 

Bui let me not reeal her to memory. 
Ha^e I not enough of sorrow ? Yet to 
omit my oausea of disqqiet^ tfaeHinpreee* 
dented fbrlfyroness of my condition, and 
t)M persecutions of an unnatural pwent^ 
woiild be to leate my character a pro* 
hUm, and the tources of my lo¥e of JAu§ 
Dudley unexplored. Yet I must not 
4well iipoB tiiat eomplication of iniqui* 
iiee^ that saTago ferocity and uoextin* 
f uishable batred of me^ which cbarae* 
terized my unhappy mother. 

I was not safs tender the protection of 
Mf . Dudley, nor happy in the cwresses of 
bis daughter. Mj mothsr asserted tbe 
privilege oftbat rotation;, sbe laboured 
for years to obtain tbe eontroul of my 
jievson and actions ; to snatch me ftom a 
peecefttl and chaste asyUm, and detaia 


68 ORMOHD* 

me in her own house^ where indeed I 
should not have been in want of raiaieni 
and food, but wher e ■ 

O mj mother ! let me not dishonour thy 
name ! yet it is not in my power to 
enhance thy infamy. Thy xrimes, un- 
equalled; as they were, were perhaps ex- 
piated by thy peniteiiice. Thy offbnces 
are too well known, but perhaps they wbd 
witnessed thj^ freaks of intoxication, thy 
defiance of public shame, the enormity oi 
thy pollutions, the infatuation that made 
thee glory iti the pursuit of a loathsome 
and detestable trade, may b^ strangers to 
the remorse. and the. abstinence which 
accompanied the close of thy ignominious 
life. 

For ten years was my peace incessantly 
molested . by the menaces, or machinationr 
of niy mother; the longer she medilatjHl 
my destrjucCioii, the more tenacious of her 
purpose; and indefatigable. in her efforts, 
she became : that my mind was harrass^ 
ad with ^perpetual alarms, was not enough. 


"The fame and tranquillity of Mr. Dudley 
and his daughter were hourly assailed. 
My mother resigned to the impulses of 
malignity and rage : headlong passions^ 
and a vigorous, though perverted under- 
standings were her's. Hence her strata* 
gems to undermine the reputation of my 
protector, and to bereave him of domestic 
comfort^ Were subtile and profound. 
Had she not herself been careless of that 
good which she endeavoured to wrest 
from others^ her artifices could scarcely 
have been frustrated. 

In proportion to the bazard which 
accrued to my protector and friends the 
more ardent their seal in my defence, and 
their affection for my person, became. 
They watchl^d over me with ineiTable 
solicitude. At all hours, and in every 
occupation, I was the companion of Con- 
stance. All my wants were supplied in 
the same proportion as her's. The ten- 
derness of Mr. Dudley seemed equally 
divided between us* I partook of his in* 
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fttraettoiM ; ftnd iht memt 6f twry i^itl- 
leettial and p«lrsMal gtatificMAioii ^er^ 
lavisbed y^n the. 

Tbe speed 0f my mtitber's c^ireef la 
iftfamy was at Idiigib fiteokeocd. She 
left New Yofk> t^hich kad Img bdnrtJM 
theatre of her rice». Actvated by a aervr 
capriee^ ^he deteiflmeed to If a? el thtough 
the ^utfaeifB states^ . Eariy indulgeace 
was the causa of her rtiin^ hut her pareotft 
had given her the ewbellishmeiits of a 
£ubionftble edueafion. 8be delighted to 
assume all parts, and persomlte tfa^ mMt 
oppoftite charactet's. She n^w resal tred 
to carry a new naade and the' itoask a^f 
virtue roto scefie» hitherto anvt^itad. 

She journeyed as far at Cbaflesteii. 
Here she met ao inexpevietioed yetith, 
lately arrived frei|i Engkad^ and iii pos^ 
session of an aasple fertune^ Her specie 
ousness and artificea seduced Uim into a 
precipftate marriage. Her true ehmni* 
ter, however^ eouldnotbelong coaeealed 
by berielf, and bar vices had b^en teo 


coBspicvom fdf her long to e»€«pe recog« 
oitioii. Her kiisbaiid ^m long infataa^ 
md by hef blMdishments. To abandon 
liWj or to eontemplate her depraYitjvrifh 
uiicoa€etD> vrere eqoallj beyond bis 
^llMrer. Romantic in bis sentimentB^ bis 
fttftitiide wa0 unequal io bis disappoint** 
meats* and be speedily sunk into tbe grate. 
-By a similar refinement bi generosity^ be 
boqueaUied to ber bis property. 

Witb ibis aeeession of wealthy sbe re* 
toraed to ber anek^nt abode. Tbe mask 
lately wern seemed preparing to be 
tbrown aside^ and ber profligate babits 
to be nfesttmed \¥ith more eagerness tbail 
^ ever ; but an unexpected and total rerolu- 
tion was effbcted by tbe exbortations of a 
method ist divine. Her beart seemed on 
a sudden to be remoulded, ber vices and 
the abettors of them were abjured; sbe 
abut out the intrusions of society, and 
.prepafed to expiate^ by tbe rigours of 
abstinence and tbe bitterness of tears^ tbe 
offences of her past life. 
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: In this, as in her former career^ she was 
junacquainted with restraint and nuMleia* 
tion. Her remorses gained . strjenglb^ io 
proportion as she cherished .them* She 
brooded over the imi^es of her guilty iUl 
the possibility t of forgiveness and.reaiis^ 
sion disappeared. Her treatm/eot . of her 
daughter and her husbapd constituted the 
chief source of her torment. Her awakan- 

9 

ed conscience refused her a momwtary 
respite from its persecutions* Her thoughts 
became^ bj rapid degrees,, tempestuous 
and gloomy^ and it was at len^h^ evident 
that her condition was maniacaU . , 
In this state she was t^ me an olyect 
no longer of terror but compassion; .She 
was surrounded by hirelings, devoid of 
personal attachment, and an;(ious only to 
convert her misfortune? to their o^vn 
advantage. This evil if; was my duty to 
obviate. My presence for a time oaHy 
enhanced the vehenience of hfit malady, 
but at length it was only by my attend* 
ance and soothing that she was diverted 
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from tbe fellest purposes. Shocking exr 
ecratioDs and outrages^ resolutioos, and 
effortf to destroy herself and those aroiin4 
her^ were sure to take place in my ah- 
aeoce. The moment I appeared before 
her^ her fiiry abfited ; her'^gesticulations 
were becalmed^ and her voice exerted 
only ia incoherent and pathetic lamenta* 
tions. 

These scenes, though so different from 
those which I had formerly been condemn* 
ed to witness, were scarcely less excrucia- 
ting. The friendship of Constantia Dud- 
ley was my only consolation^ She took 
up her abode with me, and shared with 
me every disgustful and perilous office, 
which my mother's insanity prescribed. 

Of this consolation, however, it was 
my fate to be bereaved. My mother's 
state was deplorable, and no remedy 
hitherto employed was efficacious. A 
voyage to England was conceived likely 
to benefit by change of temperature and 
scenes, and l^y the opportunity it would 
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afibrd of trying the superior skill of 
English physiciaoB. This scheme after 
various struggles on mj part was adopts- 
ed. It was detestable to' my imagirf atk»fi> 
because it severed me from that friend iA 
whose existence mine was invoUed^ and 
without whose participation knowledge 
lost its attractions^ ^nd society beeftfiie a 
torment. 

The prescriptions of my duty could 
not be disguised or disobeyed, and we 
parted. A mutual engagement was fbrm^ 
ed to record erery senttment and relate ■ 
every event that bad happened in the 
life of either/and no opportunity of oom- 
. municating information was to be oinit^ 
ted. This eagagement was punctually 
performed on my part ; I sought out 
CTei*y method of conveyance to nly frieod^ 
and took infinite pains to procure tidingB 
from her, but all were inefFectnaL 

My mofher*s malady declined^ but was 
succeeded 'by a pulmonary disea^e^ which 
threatened . her speedy destruction. Bjr 


.' 


tbe hetioraticm of her uodentanding^ the 
pQq>oie of her Toyage was obtained, 
md my knptiience io return^ which the 
iimplicable and okBinous silence of my 
friend daily increacfed^ prompted me to 
»ert all my powers of persuasion to ia« 
duce her to re-visit America. 

Mj mother's frenzy was a. salutary 
crisis in her moral history. She looked 
back upon her past xondoct with un-- 
^akable loathing, but this retrospect 
only invigorated her dcTotion and her 
virtue: but (he thought of returning to 
the 9cene of her unbappiness and infamy 
could fiot be' endured. Besidesj life in 
her eyes possessed considerable attrac* 
ti^M, and her physicians flattered her with 
recovery from her present disease> if she 

w«^uld ehangetheatmosphece of England 
for that of Languedoc and Naples. 

I followed her with murmurs and re- 
Inctance : to desert her in her present 
critical state would have been inhuman. 
My mother's aversions and • attaehments, 
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habits and views^ were dissonant with my 
own. Conformity of sentiments and ioi- 
. pressions of maternal tenderness did not 
exist to bind us to each other. My ^attend- 
ance was assiduous^ btit it was the sense 
of duty that rendered my attendances 
supportable ta«k. 

Her decay was eminently gradual ; no 
time seemed to diminish her appetite for 
novelty and change; During three years 
we traversed every part of 'France^ Swit* 
zerland, and Italy. I could not but attend 
to surrounding scenes^ and mark the* pro- 
gress 6f the mighty revolution^ whose ^- 
fects, like agitation i^ a fluids gradual* 
1y spread from Paris^ the centre^ over 
the face of the neighbouring kingdoms ; 
l)ut there passed not a day or an hour 
in which the image of Constance iiras 
not recalled^ in which the most pungent 
regrets were not felt at the inexplicable 
silence which had been observed by her^ 
and the most vehement longings indulged 
to return to my native country. My ex- 
ertions to ascertain her condition by indi- 
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^ect meaiia, by .interrogating natives of 
America^ with whom I chanced to meet^ 
were unwearied, but for a long period 
ineffectual. 

During Ihis pilgrimage Kome was 
thrice visited. My mother's indisposition 
was hastening to a crisis, and shq formed 
the resolution of closing her life at the 
hottonit Q.f Vesuvius. W^ stopped for the 
sake of a few.daj's repose at Rome. 
On -the morning aft^r our arrival I ac- 
compimied s<^me fiiendsto vre>v the public 
edifices; casting my . eyes over the vast 
INid ruinous interior of the Coliseo, rnyaf^ 
tention was fixed by the figure of a young 
man, whom^ after a moment's pause, I 
recoTlccted to have seen in the streets of 
New York. At a distance from home, 
mere community of country is no incon* 
siderable bond of afiectioD. The social 
spirit prompts us to, cling even to ina<^ 
nimate objectfij when they rQijnind us of 

ancient fellowships and juvenile attach- 
nyents. 
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A servant was dispatched to summon 
this stranger^ who recognized a country* 
woman with a pleasure equal to that which 
I had received. On a nearer view, this 
plerson, whose name was Courtland, did 
not belie my favourable prepossessions. 
Our intercourse was soon established on a 
footing of confidence and intimacy. 

The destiny of Constance was always 
uppermost in my thoughts. This person's 
acquaintance was originally sought, 
Cuiefly in the hope of obtaining from him 
some information respectlogmy friend. On 
inquiry I discovered that he had left his 
native city seven months after me. Hav- 
ing tasked his recollection and compared 
a number of facts, the name of Dudley at 
length re-occurred io him. He had 
ca&ually heard the history of Craig** 
imposture and its consequences. The^e 
were now related as circumstantially as a 
memory, occupied by subsequent incidents, 
enabled him. The tale had been told to 
him in a domestic circle which he was 


accustomed to frequent by the person 
who purchased Mr. Dudley's lut^^ ap^ 
reatcnred it to its previous owner^ on the 
Conditions formerly mentioaecl. 

This tale filled mo. Ni^ith anguisb find 
doubt. My impftlience to search out 
this unfortuoate girl^ and share with. her 
her sorrows or relieve tb^m^ was anew 
excited by this mournful iptelligence. 
Thiit CoQstantia Dudley was reduced to 
beggary was too abhorrent to my feel- 
ings to receive credit, yet the sale of her 
father's property, comprisiftg even his 
furniture andcloathing, seemed to prove 
that she had fallen even to this depth. 
This enabled me in some degree to ac- 
count for her silence. Her generous 
spirit would induce her to conceal mis- 
fortunes from her friepd, which no com- 
munication would alleviate. It was 
possible that she had selected some new 
abode^ and that in cenaequence the let*- 
ters I had writtenj atid which, amountr 
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ed to Tolumes^ had never reached her 
haadf • 

My mother's state would not raffer 
me to obey the impulse of my heart. 
Her frame was verging towards di^aolti* 
tion« Coiirtlaiid's eogagemeots alhi^wed 
him to accompany Us to Naples, - and 
here the long series of my mother's pit- 
grifuages closed in deaths Her obsequies 
were no sooner performed than I deter- 
mined to set out on my long projected 
voyage. My mother's property^ whiirb 
iii consequence of her decease devolved 
upon me> was not inconsiderable. There 
is scarcely any good so dear. to a rational 
being as competence. I was not unaor 
quainted with its benefits, but tbii. ao* 
Jiuisition waa valuable to me cUeflyas 
it enabled me to reunite my fate to that 
of Constance. i . 

Courtlaod was my countrymBu: and 
Iriend. > He was destitute of fortaoe»> and 
bad' been led to Europe imrtly by the 
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Spirit of adveoture^ and partly op a mer- 
cadtile project. He had made sale of 
liis property OD advantageoos terms in the 
pmtB of Prancej and resolved to con- 
sume the produce in examining this scene 
of keroie exploits and memorable revo- 
iuiioi»« ' His slender stocky though fni« 
gaily and eten parsimoniously adminis* 
teredj was nearly exhausted, and at 
the time of our meeting at Rome he 
was making reluctant preparatiotn to 
return. 

Sufficient opportunity was afforded u», 
in an unrestrained and domestic inter- 
course of three months^ which succeeded 
our Roman interview^ to gain a know- 
ledge of each other. There was that 
eonformity of tastes, and views between 
OS which could scarcely fiail^ at an age 
and in a situation like our's; to give 
birth to tenderness. My resolution to 
hasten to America was peculiarly un- 
welcome to say friend. He had offered 
to be my companion, but this offer my 
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regard to his interest obliged me to de^ 
cline; but I was willing to compensate 
him for this denial^ as well as to gratify 
my own heart by an immediate mar- 
riage. 

So long a residence in England and 
Italy had given birth to friendships and 
connections of the dearest kind. I had . 
no view but to spend ray life with- Court- 
land in the midst of my maternal kin- 
dred, who were English. A voyage to 
America and re-union with Constance 
were previously, indispensable/ but I 
hoped that my friend might be prevailed 
upon, and that her disconnected situation 
would permit her to return with me to 
Europe. If this end could not be ac- 
complished, it was jny inflexible purpose 
to live xtnd die with her. Suitably to 
this ari;angemcnt, Courtland* was to re- 
pair to London, and wait patiently till I 
should be able to rejoin him there, or to 
summon him to meet uie in America. 

A week after my mother's death I be- 


came a wi&> and embarked the next day^ 
at Naples^ in a Ragusau ship destined 
for New York. The vojage was tem- 
pestuous and t^dioufl. The vessel was 
necessitated to make a short stay at Tou* 
Ion. The state of that city, howevet* 
then ia possession of the English, and 
besieged by the reyolutionary fbrccs, 
was adverse to commercial views. Hap- 
pily we resumed our voyage on the day 
previous to that on which the place was 
evacuated by the British. Our season- 
able departure rescued us from witness^ 
iog a^ scene of horrors^ of which the 
)|istory of former wars furnish us with 
few examples. 

A cold and boisterous navigation 
awaited us.* IVTy palpitations and inquie- 
tudes augmented as we approached the 
American, coast. I shall not forget the 
sensations which I experienced on the 
sight of the Beacon at Sandy Hook. It 
was first seen at midnight, in a stormy 
and beclouded atmosphere, emerging 
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from tbe waves, whose fluctuation allow- 
ed it for sometime to be visible only at in-* 
tervals. This token of approaching land 
affected me as much as if I had reached 
the threshold of my frieiid's dwelling. 
kI At kngth we entered tiie port^ and I 
viewed, with hi|^ raised, but inexipU* 
cable feeltDgs, objects with wJiicfa I bad 
been from infiuicy familiar* Tbe fltfi^- 
staff erected on the battery, recalled d^ 
my imagination the pleasures 4)f tbe eveor 
iog and ^morning walks which I bad 
tiien on that sp^i witb the last Constaiir 
tia. Thqr dreaoi was ifondly €herished> 
thai the figiiMiwbicbl saw toiteriag aluig 
the terrace was bet's. ;i 

Oh ' disembArkiBg^ I gued at every 
female passenger; in hope tili#t it was 
she whom I seiaght. An absence of three 
yearB had obliterated from my memory 
none of tbe imageff which atten^d me on 
my departure. 


'; 
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CHAP, V, 
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A^n^tt a ntgbt of repose radier tbon of 
i^i|iy I began tbe search after mj friend, 
iiw^iit to Aeilioiise vrkicb the Dydlejs 
femefly 4Dbabitedj and which had heea 
the asykm of my iofimcj^ It was bow 
joceupidl by straagars, by whom aoao^ 
eoiMnt' could be '^feo' of itsr former i» 
nwat^. I obtained difcetions to the 
owner 6t the houses He was equaUy 
Umabfe td satisfy^ my ciirioskj* ^ :The 
purchase had been <iftade>at a. probKe 
saie, and lerms bad bee»4Mttled not with 
Dodley, but with the sberiff* 
. It is needless to say^ that the hhitory 
of Craig's imposture and its consequences 
ivere confirmed by every one who resided 
at that period in New York. .The Dud** 
leys were well remembered^ and their 
disappearance^ immediately after their 
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fali> bad been generally B6ticed> but 
\^hither they had retired was a problem 
which no one was able to solve. 

This evasion was strange. By what 
motives the Dudleys ^ere induced to 
change their ancient abode eould! be 
:fague]y guessed. My frieDid's grwd* 
father was a native of the West Indies. 
Dtaceodaats of the same, stock still, rer 
aided in Tobago. They might be afflur 
ent^ and tO'tbem« it was possible that 
Mr< Dudley in this change of fortune 
had betaken himself for relief. . This 
wai» a mournful .expedient^ since it would 
raise a ^arriex beivKcen my friend and 
myaelf scarcely to be surmounted. 

Constantia's mother was stcden by Mr^ 
Dudley from a Convent at Amieiis; 
there were no. a flinities therefore to draw 
them to France. Her grapdmotbei was 
a native of Baltimore^, of a faniily of 
some note^ by name Ridgeley; This fa«- 
mily might still exiat,. and have either 
afforded an asylum to the DudJ^ys^ or 
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at least be apprised of ;tlietr destiny. It 
was obtions to conclade that they no 
longer existed within the preeintts of 
New York. A joiirney to Baltim(!re 
wlis the next expedient. 

This journey was made in the deptb 
of winter^ and by the speediest convey^ 
ance. I made no more than a day's so^ 
journ in Philadelphia* The epidemic 
by which that city had been lately ra-^ 
raged I had not heard of till my arrival 
in America. Its devastations were then 
pktnted to my fancy in the most formid^ 
able coloiifs. A few months only had 
elapsed since its exttnction^ and i ex-* 
pected to see numerous- marks of mnery 
and depopulation. 

To my no small sarprise/howev^^ no 
vestiges of this calamity were to be dis- 
cerned.' All houses were open^ all streets 
thronged^ and. all face^ thoughtless pr 
busy. The arts and- the amusements of 
life seemed as sedulously cuhivated as 
ever. Little did I then think what hdd 
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Wb, aiid wb*t at that ni^raieat.was the 
eondition of :my friend. I flopped $m 
the take of respite f#aai fatigMf/ and didi 
not tbertfore past much tioie. la t|iye 
streets. Perhaps bad I waUs^ seasoiv: 
ably abroad^ we might bave^ enc4iiH)tered 
eacl^ otber^ and thiia faftM mted our- 
•eWef from, a tbouflaad aojci eCies. . 

At Baltimore I mado s»y»elf. fcaotKit^ 
^irithoitt the IbraiaJity , of i*trodti«|ioi»^ 
to the Ridgeleys. Th(ty achaow^edg^ 
their felatioosbip. to lA^^ Dudlejr bii( 
p«o&a«ed abiokle^^fiofMce of hia i^lm^ 
lodirect itrtoreoufBoonlj bad bean iBai|i«> 
taiaed fonoerly hy D«dl«j with fata 
«iothef^9 kiodred^ Tbey bad bear4 of 
his aril fort 0D6 a twelwoiaQth after it 
happened, but what measures had heeir 
tuhseqtteii% pursued tbeir kinsmau bad 
not tboi;^ht proper to ioform them, 

The failure of this expedient almost 
liereft me of hope. Neither my owa 
imaginatioQ nor tbeRidgeleys coukl sug- 
gest aoy nev mode by which my purp4^sa^ 
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#8s likely to be aecomplidbed . To leaTtf 
Aiheri€lt if ithout obtaining the end <Kf 
ttiy Tisit Mtild not be thought of with^ 
^nt Bigonjy lind yet the continuabce of 
my rtay promMed me no felief from my 
uncertatolies. 

On thia ^eme X runtnated witbottl 
ceasing. I' recalled e¥ery connertatioa 
aad iaeiclent of former timea^ and sought 
itt4bem a clue by wbieb my pfeseot coo^ 
jecliir^ migbt be guided. One nighty 
immersed aloM in my obamber,* my 
thoughts were tho^ Ofaptoyed. My tram 
of meditotioii ^u, on* thi« ooeEsioii new. 
From the rfetiow of pavtioulars from 
whkh no satisfatlion had.MthertO/ be^ 
gained'j I pasted^ to w ^agae aad eompre* 
%«ifeiV« retrospect.' > • 
* ^' ^r. Dudley 's early Hie, bta profeadoa 
of a painter^ his seal io^lbis pdipiit» and 
his relutttoee to quit it were>rem\smiiered. 
Would' 4ie Hot revert i» this profesiion^ 
^en' Other means of subsistence were 
iga/m. It^is true^ similar obstacles witb 
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those which had formerljr otaeisi^ued h^ 
resort to a differeot path existed at . prer 
sent^ and no paroter of his wme was to 
be found in Philadelphia, Baltimoref . or 
New* York. But w«mld lA Hot o^w to 
him that the patronage denied to his skti^i 
1^7 the frugial and unpolished. habUi of 
his cotiiitr}rmen> might with. more proi 
babiFity of success be sought frooi tb^ 
opulence and liixucy of London ? Najj 
luid he not once atfirmed in my bearings 
that if ever be were reduced to povertj^ 
this was the method be woqid pursue ? 

This conjecture was too bewitching to 
be easily dismissed. Every new reOec* 
tion augmented its force. I v^as su4den^ 
}y raised by it from the dee^e^t ^iQelitB*^ 
choly to the region pf lofty ai|4 g^y 
hopes. Happinessj of which. I had be^ 
gan to imagine myself irretri^v9.b}y bar 
reft, seemed onoemore to a^r^ach with^ 
in my reeeh^ Constance would not onJLf 
be founds but be met in the midst of 
those comforts which her father's sImU 


* 

cottid not fail to procure, and on that 
very stage where I most desired to en** 
counter ber. Mr. Dudley bad many 
friends and associates of his youth in 
London. Filial duty had repelled their 
importunities to fix his abode iii Burqpe 
when summoned home by his father. On 
his father's death these solicitations had 
been renewed^ but were disregarded for 
re&sons which he afterwards himself con«> 
fessed were fallacious. That they would 
a third time be preferred, and would re- 
gulate his conduct^ seamed to me ineon* 
tcstible. • 

I regarded with woiiikr and deep re- 
gret the imfatuation that bad hitherto ex^ 
eluded these images from my uiiderstand- 
ing and my memory. How matiy dan- 
gers and toils had I endured isince my 
embarkation at Naples to the presient mo- 
ment! How many lingering minutes had" 
I told since my first interview with Court- 
land ! All were owing to my own stupi- 
dity. Had my present thoughts been 
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•nsoQabljr suggested, I migh,t long sinetf 
have been restored to the embraces of my 
frisod, without the o^cessitjr of an hour*8 
separation from mj husband. 

These were evils to be ^ repaired as far 
us it vi^as possible. Nothii^gopw remaiDed 
but to procure a passage to Europe. For 
this end diligent inquiries were immedi- 
ately bet on foot. A vessel was found 
which in a few weeks would set out upon 
the voyage. Having bespoken a convey- 
auce^ it was incumbent on me to sustain 
with patience the unwelcome delay. 

Meanwhile my mind^ delivered from 
the dejection and perplexities that lately 
biiui^d itj was capable of some atten- 
tion to surrounding objects. I marked 
tbe peeuliarities of manners and language 
in my new abode, and studied tbe effects 
which a political and religious system so 
opposite to that with which I had con- 
versed in Italy and Switzerland had pro' 
duced. I found that the difference be- 
tween Europe and America lay chiefly in 
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this, tliat ifl the former all things fended 
to extremes^ whereas in the latter all 
things tended to the saise level. Genius 
and virtue^ and happiness^ on these shores^ 
were distinguished- by a sort of medio^ 
critj. Conditions w^re less unequal^ and 
men were strangers to the heights of en- 
jojmient and the depths of miser j to 
which the ihhabitahts of Europe are ac«- 
customed. -^ 

I received friendly not ice and iiospitable 
treatment from the Ridgelejs, These peo- 
ple were mercantile and plodding in their 
habits. 'I fotmd in their social circle lit- 
tle exercises for the sympathies of mj 
hearty and willingly accepted their aid 
to enlarge the sphere of my observation. 

About a week before my intended em- 
barfcation^ and when suitable preparation 
had been made for that event, a lady ar- 
rived in town who was cousin to my Ccn^ 
stantia. She had frequently been men- 
tioned in favourable terms in my hearing. 
She had passed her life in a rural abode 
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with her father^ who cultivated his own 
domain^ lying forty miles from Baltimore. 

On an offer being made to introduce 
us to each other^ I consented to know one 
whose chief recommendation, in my «yes, 
consisted in her affinity to Constance Dud- 
ley. .1 found an artless and attractive 
f<!male, unpolished and undepraved by 
much intercourse with mankind. At first 
sight I was powerfully struck by the re- 
BembUnce of her features io those' of 
my friend, which sufficiently denoted 
tlieir connexion with a common stock. 

The first interview afforded mutual 
satisfaction. On our i^econd meeting dis- 
course insensibly led to the menti(Hi of 
Miss Dudley, and of the design which 
had brought me to America. Sh^ was 
deeply affected by the earnestness with 
which I expatiated on our confines me^ 
ritSj and by the prooilB which my conduct 
had given of unlimited attachment. 

I dwelt immediately on the measures 
which I had hitherto ineffectually pur*' 


«ued to ince her footsteps^ and detailed 
the grounds of my preseot beUef that we 
should meei m London. During this 
recital my companion sighed and wept. 
When I finished my tale^ her tears^ in- 
stead of ceasing, flowed with new yeh^- 
meoce. This appearance excited soaie 
surprise^ and I ventured to ask the cause 
•of her grief. 

Alas ! she replied^ I am personally a 
stranger to my cousin^ but her character 
has been amply displayed to me by one 
who knew her well. I weep to think 
bow much dhe has suffered. How much 
excellence we have lost! 

Nay> said Ij all her sufferiugs will, I 
bope^ be compensated, and I by no means 
consider her as lost. If my search in 
London be unsuccessful^ then shall I in- 
deed despair. 

Despair then already, said my sobbing 
companien, for your search will be un- 
suece^sfuf. How I feel for your disap- 
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pointment ! but it cannot be kilo^tn too 
soon. My cousin is dead ! 

These tidings w^e Commanicated with 
tokens of sincerity and sorrow (hat left 
me no room to doubt that they were be- 
lieved by the relater. My own emotions 
were suspended till interrogations bad 
obtained a knowledge of her reasons for 
crediting this fatal events and till she hud 
explained the time and manner of her 
death. A friend of Miss Ridgcley's fa- 
ther had witnessed the devastations of the 
yellow fever in Philadelphia. He v?a8 
apprised of the relationship thdt subsist- 
ed between his friend and the Dudleys. 
He gave a minute and circumstantial ac« 
count of the arts of Craig. He men- 
tioned the removal of my friends to Phi- 
ladelphia^ their obscure and indigent lifCj 
and finally their falling victims to the 
pestilence. 

He related the means by which he be- 
came apprised of their fate^ and drew a 


pictncp of their ^deatb surpapAipg^^U timt 
imagioatioa caa conceit?, ^f s^c^kiBg 
aad d^ploreililcf. The ^q-uarter vvbere i^e/ 

lived was pearly dpI^Hte.^ Thc^l^ bous^p 
\Yi^ shut iip,j>qd/ar f( time, isaag;iMd tp 
be iiajnjb^bite^. ; Sooie f^s^kfom heiiag 
fhvy^ke|ied' W. tliese who supef intended the 
^mrla| pf tbe,dQa4j tbe(}>ou«e: v^a« eHte&ed^ 
Wi^ tie Ciller an^ phii^ disoayeredto be 
4ead.{..Tb|^ fornifn: was. Btreto^d upofi 
hilt ^fftc|^ l^ief^s Habile the dau^gbter 
yf^ ^^MMi W. i^ floftr of .the lowc^ 
Qf0Q9» lili a si(^ t^^ c|f iH>te4 tl^ dufi^- 
ance not oief^jr of ^i^^tV^ but of; famiqe. . 
3^be %Lle wwf^ f^I?!p, Suljiieqiient dis- 
CjQyeri» p?pife4 tbi»,.ta be. a d^tcatabje w 
tifi<{^ of Cjrajg, wbj^, :stir«ul^4 by in- 
c|]rab)4 ^abi|8j bia4 . i*ve^fj4 thf^e di»- 
M^rsi.fof the purpose of ^nbancdng the 
qp^iaiov of his buiuaoityj aa^ of further- 
ing bis iriews on the fortune and daughter 
of Mr. Ri4gelejr. 

^ Its falsehood^ however^ I had as yet 
uo means of ascertaining* I received it 
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as ttvtt, and at once dismiflsed all my 
claims upon futarity. All hopes of hap- 
piness in this mutable and sublunary 
scene was fled. Nothing remained but 
to join ray friend in a world where woes 
are at an end and tirtue find« its recom- 
pense. Surely^ said I, there will some- 
time be a close to calamity and discord^ 
To those whose 4ives have been blame- 
less^ but harjissed by inquietudes to 
which not their own but the errors of 
others faaye gi^en births a fortress will 
hereafter be assigned unassailable by 
change^ impregnable to sorrow. 

1 my ill-fated Constance 1 I will liye 
to cherish thy remembrance and to emu- 
late thy virtue. I will endure the prira- 
tion of thy friendship and the vicissitudes 
that shall befall me^ and draw my con- 
solation and courage from the foresight 
of no distant close to this terrestial scene, 
and of ultimate and everlasting union 
with thee. 

This coAsidef ations though it kept me 
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from confuBion and despair, could not 
but i;vith the healing aid of time render 
ae tranquil or strenuous. My strength 
was unequal to the struggle of my pas** 
sions. The ship in which I engaged to 
embfkrk could not wait for my restoration 
to healtl^ ' and 1 was left behind. 

Mary Ridgeley was artless and affec- 
tionate. She saw that her society was 
ttearer to me than that of any other, and 
was therefore seldom willing to leave my 
chamber. Her presence, less on her owa 
account than by reason of her personal 
resemblance and her affinity by Irirth to 
Constance, was a powerful solace. 

I had noth^i^ to detain me longer in 
America. I was anxious to change my 
present lonely state i^r the communion of 
those friends in England, and the per-^ 
formance of those duties which were left 
to me. I was informed that a British 
packet would shortly sail from New- 
York. My frame was sunk into greater 
weakness than t had felt at any former 
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period^ iMfid I cotie^ived tfatti to rettnH^ i^ 
New-Yd^rk by water WM iiKMre ©M^md* 
dioiift than to p«rform^ the JM^fPity bf 
land« 

Tbi« arrangement was jikcwi^e destitiM 
to be disAppointed. One inorning I tf« 
sited^ ac^tH*ding to my cu^ibj M^tj^ 
Ridgcley. I found her in ajteiw^elt dome- 
what ineltned to gaiety. 6h« faII4etl me 
with great archtte«9 on the e^e W4t(l 
which I bad tmiceal^ from her H fetider 
engagement T»lo whkblffad lately en- 
tered, 

Isuf^pOd^d myielf *to- Iffoflnpr^^d het* 
allusion, atid therefore afi^eii^^d> tbtit 
Htcident rather than design bad made me 
nilent OR the subject of marriage. Bhm 
had hitherto known me by ao afrpellation 
4!>ut Sophia Courtland. I had thought 
it needless to inferm her ^at I i^aa m-" 
debted fbrmy name to my husband^ 
Courtland being" his name. 

All that, said^ my friend, 1 . know al- 
ready ; and so you eagerly think thtit my 
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]lQ9WWdge go^ o^ farther ihfa (bat? 
We are not bodnd td love <Qpjc ba9- 
btiki49 loog^r thm thfir live9. There 
in. m cfimes I beliey^^^ Iq pr^farriog 
the jivif^ to tbe 4ead, aod <QO^t Jieariiljr 
4o J[ «o^fait^k4e you w ypwr pr^a^at 
cboiM. 

Whit mNQ yon ? I «anfiw y<^r 4ii- 
fs^^rse sufpiu»ie« my cQrxifMr^beB&ian. 

4t Ihfil mcmept the bell ^t 1b# door 
rtovg a laud p4al Miis'RidgQloy bartw- 
«d down ftt this figoa)^ i^yingi with muoh 

I am a poarlumd at ioWiqg a r^dle. 
Hem «Qita»» quo wbo; if I mistake oot^ 
will find 00 difficulty in oleiM^ing up j^^ur 
doubts^ 

Pref enily she tame iip« ;aiid taid wi^h 
vith a smile af etiU greater ftrehn^as^ 
liereis a yeung geotieiiiaii^ a friend of 
mine^ to whom I must faav« tSie pleesure 
of introdi^ing yoa. He has cofft^ for 
the s[ied[»i purpMe of sohin|; my fiddle. 
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I attend^ her to tht parlour without 
hesitation. 

She presented me with great forniatity 
to a youth whose appearance didf not 
greatly prepossess me in favour of his 
judgment. He approachiid me Wiih 4tai 
air supercilious and ceremonious^ but 
the moment he caught a glance at my 
face^ he shrunk back visibly confounded 
and embarrisssed. A pause ensuedf, in 
which Miss Ridgeley had in opportunity 
^io detect the error into which she Iiod 
been led by the vanity of tfais-younig; man. 

How now> Mir. Martynne, said my 
friend in a tone of ridicule^ is it possible 
you do not Itnow the lady who ' is the 
queen of your affections^ the tender and 
indulgent fair one whose portrait you 
carry in your bosom^ and whose image 
you daily -and nightly bedew with your 
tears and kisses ? 

Mr. Martynne's confusion, instead of 
being subdued by his sti^uggle, only grew 
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more conspicuous, and after a few inco* 
herent speeches and apologies^ during^ 
which he carefully avoided encounteriog 
my eyes, he hastily departed. 

I applied to my friend with great ear- 
nestness for an explanation of this scene. 
It seems that in the course of conyersa^ 
tion with him on the preceding day he 
had suffered a portrait which hung at his 
breast to catch Miss Ridgeley'« eye. On 
her betraying a desire to inspect it more 
nearly, he readily produced . it. My 
image had be^o too well copied by the 
artist not to be instantly recognized. 

Sbe concealed her knowledge orthe 
originate and by questions well adapted 
to the purpose, easily drew from . hioi' 
confessions that this was. the portrait of 
his mistress. He let fall sundry inuen- 
does and surmises tending to impress her 
with a notion of the rank^ fortune, and in- 
tellectual accomplishments of the nymph,^ 
and particularly of the doating fondneqp 

f4 
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atiil mramreleM eonfidence ^v^itfa ^faicli 
the r^avded him. 

Her impeirfect knorvkdge of my situa* 
tion left her in some tloubt as to the truth 
of tliiese pretensiom, 'and she was ^ilKng 
to «^€rt«iin the truth by brining about 
an interview. To guard against evasions 
and artifice m Ibe lover, she carefully 
cOfK^eded froni him her knowledge of 
th« original aad merely pretended that 
a friend of hfer's was far more beairtiful 
tban her whom this picture represented. 
8ho added^ that she expected u Tjsit from 
her friend the next mornings and wks 
Willing^ by skewing her to Mr. Mar- 
tyiitie, to convince him how much he was 
iliis(ak«n in sirpposing the perfections of 
Ills mistress tmritulled. 
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Martynne^ ^liile he expressed his 
Confidence that the experiment would 
oi^y eofifirm his triumph^ readily as- 
48efited to the proposal^ aiid the interview 
a%ove described took place accordingly 
the ne-xt morning. Had he not been taken 
by surprise^ it is Ukoly the address of a 
mafl^ who possessed -no contemptible 
powers, would have extricated him from 
#ome of his embarrassment. 

•That my portrait , should be m the 
possession of one whom I had never be- 
fore seen, and whose ohapacter and man- 
' ners entitled him to no reject, was a 
'floufce of some surprise. This niiode of 
* flatiUiplying faces is extremely ptevalent 
4n ttbis age, and was eeaiineBtly oharac- 
teristio of ^ose wkh whom t had asso- 
*eiated in different parts of Kurope. The 

• F 5 
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nature of my thoughts had modifiod mj 
features into an expression^ i;«^hich my 
friends \¥ere pleased to consider as a 
model for those who desired to perso-* 
nify the genius of suffering and resig- 
aatioD. 

Hence among those iirhoser el igionr per- 
mitted their devotion to^ a picture of a 
female> the symbols of their chosen deity^ 
were added to features and shape that 
resembled mine. My own caprice^ as 
well as that of othecs^ always dictated a 
symbolical, and in every new instance^ a 
different accompaniment of this kind. 
Hence was oflSered the means of tracing 
tile history of that picture which Mar^ 
tynne possessed. 

It had been accurately examined by 
Miss Ridgeley^ and her description of 
the frame in which it was placed in- 
stantly informed me that it was the same 
which^ at our partings I left ia the pos- 
session of Constance. My friend and 
myself were desirous o£ employing tiie 
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skill of a Saxon painter^ by name Eek* 
stein. Each of us were drawn by liim^ 
she with the cincture of Venus^ and I 
with the crescent of Dian. This symbol 
>was still conspicuous on the brow of that 
image, which Miss Thorn ville had exa* 
mined^ and served to identify the original 
proprietor. 

This circumstance tended to confirm 
my fears that Constance was dead> since 
that she would part with this picture 
during her life was not to be believed. 
It Mras of little moment to discover how 
it came into the hands of the present 
possessor. Those who carried her re- 
mains to the grave had probably torn it 
from her neck^ and afterwards disposed 
of it for money. 

• * 

By whatever means>^ honest or illicit^ 
it had been ac(]Luired by Martynne^ it was 
proper that it should be restored to me. 
It was valuable to me because it had 
been the property of one whom I loved> 
and it might prove highly injurious to 
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my fame Htid my liaprpinesB^ n tfate toot 
6f this man's canity aiid Ifire tcttestorof 
his fttheliood. I thtrrefore wrote liim a 
l^cr, acqiraintrng -him wJfli ray reasons 
for desiring the reposvesrsion of this pic* 
tore^ and oiSeriiig a prrire for it^ at Jeast 
Oduble its yaiae> as a mere artrde of 
traffic. Martynne accepted iSie iierms. 
iR[e transmitted the pictarej mid with it 
k note, apologizing for the artrfice of 
Vhfdb ^he 'bad Ireen gaiky, and mention* 
ing, rn order to jirstify his actreptsnce of 
die price Vhlch I Incd offered, that he 
liad laftely purrlTaseditfor an equal mm 
of a goldsmith in f^iladelpfaia. 

This 4nformsMfon soggosted a new re* 
Hection. Oonstantia had engaged to^ 
preserve, for the use of her ftiend^ co« 
'pious and accurate memorials of lier life. 
Copies of these were^ on suitable occa- 
sions^ to he transmitted to me, during my 
residence abroad. These I had never re«* 
ceived, but it was bighly probable that 
ber punctuality in the performance of 


tht first part of her engagementy bad been 
eifaal to mj own. 

What, I asked, had beconte tjf these 
preriotia memorrals? Inihe -wreck of ber 
property Trerc ifrese irrctrievafbly in- 
gtripfced T ft -wa^ not probable that thcj 
bad 'been wairtoirly destroyed . They bad 
fiaHen, pei^ps, into bands earetesa jot 
UBconscions of tfieir valtie, or atiH lay, 
Tinlkno^wnund neglected, at the 'bottom of 
some closet or chest. Their recovery 
int^t be effected %y -vehement exertions, 
or by some miraculous accident/ Suit- 
able inquiries, carried on among those 
wht) were acttre in those scenes of ca- 
lamity, tntgfat afford some due by which 
the fate' t)f the Dudleys, and <he dispo- 
^tion of thetr ^property, «Tf^ht come into 
fuller light. These inquiries contd be 
^marde on'Iy m Philadelphia, and. tfrither^ 
"for that -purpose; I now xesolredto t epair. 
TPhese was' still an interfal of some wedka 
lyefore the departure of thepadsetinwfaicb 
1 purposed to embark« 
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Having returned to the capital I der^ 
Toted all my zeal to my darling project. 
My efforts, however^ were without suq- 
ceis. Those who administered charity 
and succoui: during that memorable sea* 
son, and who survived^ could remove 
none of my. doubts, nor answer any of 
my inquiries. Innumerable tales, equally 
disastrous with those which Miss Ridge- 
ley had heard> were related ; but^ for a 
considerable period, none of their cir- 
cumstances were sufficiently accordant 
with the history of the Dudleys. 

It is worthy of remark^ in how many 
waysj and by what complexity of mo^ 
tives, humaa curiosity is awakened and 
knowledge obtained. By its connection 
with my darling purpo^se, every event in 
.the history of this mem9rable pest, was 
earnestly sought and deeply pondered. 
The powerful considerations which go- 
verned me made me slight those punc- 
tilious impediments, which, in other cir- 
cumstances, would have debarred me 
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firom intercourse with tbe immediate ac^ 
tors and observersv 1 found none who 
were'unwinkig to expatiate on this topicj 
or to* ioommunicate the knowledge they 
possessed. Their details were copious in 
particulars^ and Tiyid in minuteness^ 
They exhibited the state of manners^ the 
diversified effects of evil oi heroic pas- 
sions, and tbe endless forma which sick- 
ness and poverty assume in the obscure 
recesses of a commercial aad populous 
city. 

Some of these deta;ih are too precious 
to be lost. It is above all things neces- 
sary that we should be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the eonditioji of our fellow 
. beings. Justice and compassion are the 
fruit of knowledge^ The misery that 
overspreads so large a part of mankind 
exists chiefly because those who are able 
' to relieve it do not know that it exists. 
Forcibly to paint the evil> seldom fails 
to. excite the virtue of the spectator^ aid 
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wdueeUoi into mUhm «t leait^ if Mot ttifcd 
'.cx^rtMMM of iiaiieficenee« 

The circuimianpes in- vMth I mrMf 
placed 9vere {perhaps whcitiy aingular. 
Hfiaee die knewieilgc I obtadoed «^ 
jMMe cooiprelieDsive anil Autfaentia tiififi 
wag ipftsaeaged 'by any one, ^(veo of tke 
iflBiiaed^ate actors or fiu&rers. This 
kncMvviedge will not he uselesfi io Qajrseif 
ler to the vrorM. . The motif €a whudj 
r diciBCte^ tbe pseeeot 4iarc»tife «iriU liiader 
me from relinquishing the pen, till lU^y 
Imtd qf obseDraitioii and ^Kperifinee be 
exluuM^. M^anwhHeletinejteranMthe 
thread ^ my t»le. 

TheiperJod allowed jaae befi)fie my 'de- 
fARture..v AS nearly expixed^ and ray .{uur* 
)iose seetued 4o be as ;far from its accom- 
plishoieiit a^Nei^r. ^ne ewnipg I visited 
a lady^ (w8io was tiie widow of a :p^yai« 
jeiao, whose disiateriMted ^exertioiBS had 
cmtdiiii^/liia life. She dw^lt wilh^pa- 
ihejUc eaniiesineas on ihe partieuiaf s i>t 
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ha oiva dittrefti, aqd listeMd with deep 
attention to the inquiries and #Mib(ft 
frhidi I laid befere ker. 

After a pa«iie idf ocmsider atioiij she said 
t4ia4 an ineideiat Uke that related bj niA 
»)ie liad previously li«ard from one of her 
friende, wti^te name die mentioned. Tbk 
person uras one of those ifirhose office eon^ 
mted in searching 'Out the suferers, and 
affisrding then unsought and • uaeolieited 
relief. She was offering to introduce ma 
to this penon^ when he entered the apart* 


After the QMMil compliments^ my friend 
led tha conversation as I wished. Be* 
tweea Mr. Thomson^i tale and that re* 
leAed to Mies Ridgeley there wal an ob<- 
TJous resemblance. The sufferers resided 
in an a^cure alley. They bad shut 
themselves up from all intereourse witk 
their neighbours^ and bad died neglected 
and imknowB. Mr. Thomson was vested 
wilk the scrpervnteadance of this dis- 
trict, and bad passed the tiotise fire^ 
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qaently. without suBpicioa of its behi^ 
tenmted* 

He was at length informed by onei^ 
those who conducted an hearse^ that he 
had seen the window in the upper storj 
of this house lifted^ and a female shew 
herself. It was nighty and the hearaeman 
chanced to be passing the door. He 
immediately supposed that the person 
stood in need of his services, and 
stopped. 

This procedure was comprehended hf 
the person at the window, who leaning 
out, addressed him in a broken and feeble 
i^oice. She asked him why he had not 
taken a different route, and upbraided 
him for inhumanity in leading his noisy 
vehicle past her door. She wanted re- 
pose, but the ceasdess rumbling of his 
wheels wcrald not allow her the sweet res-* 
pite of a moment. 

This invective was singular, and ut- 
tered in a Toice which united the utmost 
degree of earnestness with a feebleness 
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tiiat rendered it almoat ioarticulirfe.*— 
The mma was at a Iom for a suitable 
answer. His pause only increased the 
impatience of the person at the window^ 
who called upon him in a still more 
anxious tpue^ to proceed, and intreated 
Um toluiroid this alky for the future. 

He ankwered that be must come when- 
oTer the oeeaaion ^led him. Theft 
^ree pessons now lay dead in this aUc^ 
and that he must he expeditious in thw 
'lwmQ«^ htititiiat'he would itetufd as 
;9eUkNtt and make' at litUe noise aa pMk 
-^•iWc. '• . - , 

He was interrupted by new .^eliona- 
I iites and upbr aidings . These terminated 
ift a burst of tears, atad assertions that 
God and man were her -enemies ; that 
th^ were det^nuned: to destroy her> but 
she trusted that the time would come 
when their own experienee would avebge 
ber wrongSj and teach them some com- 
passion for the misery of others. Saying 
this she shut the window wi^ violeojce^ 


Tsnd retired from tt Mbbii% i^idi « ^ W.^ 
fiMieiiee that ooutd be divtincrttj^ otet-* 
4ieQrd^5' hiiti in. tbe ttrMt* 

H« p!iu«ed fiir sofM times iUftming 
vtHm (hi« pa«iBi0ti 'sh^d Mase.' l*te 
liar'bitaitoii <was «tig4it;; and 'be- imH^hicAd 
that he lieard her irareffsing Hk^ dM9. 
While hf% 'staid^ ftiie cofiti^tidd to* vent 
lier angutfiii in ek^lainatidM and- sights 
«|iA pasitomta weefljfig. k did airfr|BptH»ar 
<hat any otiier iH#»oii Wm ^i^ri: - 
: ' Mr. 9hatiiMii' being timt dify ililbroMd 
^f tbate ineidaolf^ «id«afOure4 19 enter 
the house, but his signals^ though la«d 
mud ft^HMtly r#pe(|ted, beiug iMino* 
4icedj be was obligM to gatfi adoiistiotl 
by violenee. An old inan^ and a fenaie^ 
lively m the «iidst of eoiacktion abd 
-decay, wer^ dUeovW^ without stgnt df 
life. Tli€ death ^of ^e latter appeared 
to lia^e lieen v^y r«cf)tit. ' 

la examining the houee nd tMee^ df 
4rth^r inbalHtafite Mr£^Fe to b^ fi^icid. No- 
tttiing/ tevfieeiible ae feed, was ^kcd- 
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tettSj had the remtianto of ndouldly 
bread ttttittttd en ft table. No i^ 
formatioo could be gathered frOM 
neigbboars re^pectfrtg the donditioa and 
aame of these nftfortufiate people. Tbey 
Irad taken posses^otr of tbf# bouse diir«* 
tag the rage of ihh maladj, and vei 
frained from all comoiiinicatioa With 
their neighbours. 

Thfrre wm too mueh resemblance be^ 
tYTten tbii and the storj formerly be«irdi 
ttotto pri^rdtiee (be belief tif at ^y rela(«Mt 
to the same persens; All tl^at remaitied 
was to obtain- directions to the proprietor 
of this dwelling, and exact fVom bim all 
that he knew re^pectkig bw tenaiift. 

I found in him a ^maa of worth' and 
afEability; He readily related* that a ttidift 
applied to him for tbeinre ofi tbHF b^m&, 
and that the application wai reeeii^. 
At the beginning of tbe pe^ttlebeeaml^ 
merotfs fatuity inhabited this tefienfenf^ 
but had died in rapid succeaston. This 
new applicant wa^ theflrtito^appittebiik 
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0f this circumstance, and appeared ex- 
tremely anxious to enter on immediate 
possession. 

It was intiinaied to him that danger 
would arise from the pestilential condi- 
tion of the bouse. Unless cleansed and 
purified, disease would be unavoidably 
contracted^ The inconvenience and faa- 
zard this applicant was wilKog to en- 
counter, and at length hinted that no 
lilternative was allowed him by his pre- 
sent landlord, hut to lie in the street or to 
procure some other abode. 

Wbat was the external appearance of 
this person ? 

He was infirm, past the middle age, of 
melaodioly aspect, and indigent garb. 
A year bad since elapsed, and more cha- 
racteristic particulsurs bad not been re- 
marked or were forgotten. The . name 
had been mentioned, but in the midst of 
more recent and momentous transactions 
bad vapished from remembrance. Dad- 
leyi or Dolby, or Hadley, seemed to 


0itMoiii>; 119 

approach more nearly tban any other 
founds. 

PerniisBioii to iaipect the house wai 
readily granted. It had remained since 
tbttt period unoccupied. The furniture 
and goods were scanty and wretched^ 
and he did not care to endanger his safety 
by meddling with them. He believed 
that they had not been removed or 
touched* 

I was insensible of any hazard whidi 
«ttefaded my visR^ and with the guidance, 
of a servant^ who felt as* little appre- 
hension as myself, hastened to the spot. 
I found Dotiiing but tables and chairs. 
Cloathing was no where to be seen. An 
earthen pot without handle, and broken^ 
stood upon the kitchen hearth. No 
^her implement or vessel for the pre- 
paration of food appeared. 

These forlora appearances were ac- 
counted for by the servant^ by supposing 
the house to have been long since rifled 
of every thing worth the trouble of re- 


moval by the tUImis^ who Mcilpied Hkt 
neighbouring houses^ this alley it ne€m$ 
being noted for IM pcpfiigaey ^ k9 in- 
babitanb. 

When I reflected UmU a wr etebed bovei 
like this b aid been probably ttoe^Iaystre- 
{treat of thp Dudleys^, when 1 paiMed^tbeir 
•ufieriogs^ af i/vbieb the nuiaberle«» taies 
of di&treftft of which I l|ad lately beea 
an auditor enabled me to form an ade- 
qiiate ooncep|io|i« I felt a& if to lie d0wn 
and expire on the very sp€^ nrhweCoa^ 
stance^ bad fa^lefi wa^i the only sicrifice 
to friendship whicl^ time bad left to- me. 

From this boifse. I wanAeced to the 
field where the d^ bad been protttacu- 
ausly and by bundreda iftterred. i conni- 
fA the iMig series of gi UTes* which were 
closely la^igedv and bf ing recently lerelUl 
exhibited the , appearaace of a harrowed 
field. Methovgbt I could have given 
thousands t0 know in ^at spat the body 
of my friend layj that I might moisten the 
lacied eactb with ny tear$. Boarde 
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hastily nailed together formed the best 
receptacle which the exigencies of the 
time could grant to the dead. Many 
corses were thrown into a single excava- 
tion^ and all distinctions founded on merit 
and rank were obliterated. The father 
and child had been placed in the same, 
cart and thrown into the same hole. 

Despairing, by any longer stay in this 
eity^ to effect my purpose^ and the period 
of my embarkation being near, I pre- 
pared to resume my journey. I shonld 
have set out the next day^ but a 
family, with whom I had made acquaint- 
ance, expecting to proceed to New- York 
within a week, I consented to be their 
companion, and for that end to delay my 
departure. 

Meanwhile^ I shut myself up in my 
apartment, and pursued avocations that 
were adapted to the melancholy tenor of 
my thoughts. The day preceding that 
appointed for myjournqy arrived ; it was 
necessary to compleat my arrangements 
vol. XII. . « 
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with the familj with whom I was to 
travel^ and to settle with the ladj whose 
apartments I occupied. 

On how slender threads does our 
destiny hang ! Had not a momentary im- 
pulse tempted me to sing my farourite 
ditty to the harpsichord to beguile the 
short interyalj during which my hostess 
was conversing with her visitor in the 
next apartment^ I should have speeded 
to New- York^ have embarked for Europe^ • 
and been eternally severed from my 
friend^ whom I believe to have ^ died in 
phrenzy and beggary^ but who was 
alive and affluent^ and who sought me 
with a diligence scarcely inferior (o my 
own. We imagined ourselves severed 
from each other by death or by impas^ 
sable seas, but^ at (he moment when our 
hopes had sunk to the lowest ebb^ a mys«- 
terious destiny condujcted our footsteps 
to the same ^pot. 

I beard a murmuring exx^Iamation ; t 
heard my hostess call in a voice of terror 


for lidp ; I rusli^d into ffae room ; I saw 
one stretched on the floor io the trttitudo 
of deaifli ; I dprung forward tfnd fixed my 
eyes ufyori her countenmiee ; I cktafped my 
hands^ and lirticulaied : — Coirttance 1— ^ 

She speedily reeovelred from her «woon. 
Her eycfs ojietied^ she moved^ sh« spokie : 
still I thought it was an illusion of the* 
senses that created the phantom. I eould 
not bear to withdraw ndy eyes from her 
countenance. If iShey watidered for a 
moment I feil iiito doubt and perplexity, 
and again fixed them tipon her to assure 
myself of her existence. 

The succeed! ngthrcfe days were spent in 
a state of dizzihdss and intoxication. 
The ordiokf y ftrrfttilrtis t)f nature were 
disturbed: the appetite fbt sleep and for 
food were confounded and lost amidst 
the impetuosities of a master-passion. 
To look and to talk to each other afibrd- 
ed enchanting occupation for every mo- 
ment. I would not part from her side, 
but ate and slept, walked^ mused, and 

«2 
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read^ with my arm locked in hex% aad 
with her breath fanning my cheek. 

I have indeed much to learn. Sophia 
Courtland has never been wise: her af-, 
fections disdained the co}d dictates of 
discretion^ and spurn at every limit that 
contending duties and mixed obligajtions 
prescribe. , 

: And yet| O ! precious inebriation of 
the heart ! O ! pre-eminent love ! vf hftt 
pleastkres of reason or of sense can stand 
in competition with those attendant upon 
thee ? — Whether thou biest to the fanes 
of a benevolent dei^y, . or layest all thy 
homage at the feet of one who most visi- 
bly resembles the , pisrfections, pf our. 
Maker, surely thy :Sanction is divine; .thy 
boon ia happiness. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The tumults of curiosity and pleasure 
did not speedily subside. The story of 
each other's wanderings was told with 
endless amplification and minuteness.' 
Henceforth the stream of our existence 
was to mix ; we were to act and to think 
in common : casual witnesses and written 
testimony should become superfluous : 
eyes and ears were to be eternally employ- 
ed upon the conduct of each other : deaths 
when it should come^ was not to be 
deplored^ because it was an unavoidable 
and bxief privation to her. that should 
survive. Being under any modification 
is dearj but that state to which death is^ 
a passage is all-desirable to virtue and 
all-compensating to grief. - 

Meanwhile, piiecedent events were made 
the themes of endless iConver sation. Every 

g3 
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' incident and passion in the course of 
four years was revived and exhibited « 
The name of.Ormond was of course 
frequently repeated by my friend: his 
features and deportment were described : 
her mediti^ioos and reaolutiooft, witU-te- 
^$rd to bim« fplly disclosed. My touneei 
was asked^io what manner it becjMne het 
to act. 

^I could sot but harbour aversion to m 
Qfteoie which should tend to sevjer me 
from CoDStaoc«> or to give me a compcn 
titar m ber affectioM ; besides thi^ thd 
pr^erties of Ormood were of too myste- 
xwtB a nature to make him wortiiy of ae*« 
eeptance. Little more was known coiw 
kerning bktt than what 1m himself hpd 
disclosed to the Dudleys, but this know^ 
ladge would sofiSce to invalidate bit 
•laiois. 

He had dwelt in bis eonrervatiws with 
Constantia sparingly o» bis ow^eooeems. 
Yet he did not bide frofi» her tiiflrt he bad' 
been left ia early yeuth to bii O'^ti giid*^ 
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ao€e ;' thai be had embf acedi wfaea almost 

a ehiI4, the trade of arms ; that he had 

IcHind fiieyviee asd promotian intbeatmies 

af PotemkiA and RomaDZow ; that he 

ha4 executed secret and diplomatic func« 

ti<»n$ oi Cottstatitinople and Beclin ; that 

io the hitter eily he had mei^ith schemeri 

and reasoners, who atmed at the new« 

mwlelling of the worlds aad the subvert 

aioti of atl that has biiherto been coDceir-* 

ed cLeoieiitarj ai)d fuodatucotal iii the con? 

ilHutioo nf man and of govenuaieDt ; that 

Ntlseof tfaoaa RefcMrmers bad meidkly uulw 

cd to bjDtak dowa the nilitarj. auMd ibo-< 

narchial fabric of German policy; tliot 

others' moro \fiselj had devoted their 

Mcret efforts^ not to oferiura^ hut to 

build ; lhat> for this endj tbe]^ embraced 

an CI plorimg and colwiising project ; that 

he had allied himself to these, and for 

th€ pi^motion of their projects had 

spent sijL jear^ off his life in joqrnejrs by 

iea and land^ in tracts nkifrequentcd tiH 

then by anj European ... 

g4 
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What were the moral or political 
maxims which this adyenturous and 
TJsionary sect bad adopted^ and what wasi 
the iTeat of their new-born empire^ whe* 
ther on the shore of an Austral continent^ 
or in the heart of desert America, he 
carefully concealed. These were exhibit- 
ed, or hidden or shifted, according to his 
purpose; not to reyeal too much, and not 
to tire curiosity or over-task believe, was 
hit daily labour. He talked of alliance 
with the family whose name be bore^ and 
who had lost their honours and estates by 
the Haooverii^D succession to the crown 
of England. 

I had seen too much of inqovaiion and 
imposture in France and Italy not to re- 
gard a man like this with aversion and 
fear. The mind of my friend was waver- 
ing and unsuspicious ; she had lived at a 
distance froq scenes where principles are 
hourly put to the test of experiment; 
where all extremes of fortitude and 
pusillanimity are accustomed to meet; 
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where recluse virtue and speculative 
heroism give place as if bj magic to the 
last excesses of debauchery and wicked- 
ness ; where pillage aad murder are en* 
grafted on systems of all*embracing and. 
self-oblivious benevolence ; and the good 
of mankind is professed to be pursued with 
bonds of association and covenants of 
secrecy. Hence my friend had decided 
without the sanction of experience^ had 
allowed herself to wander into untried' 
path9> and had hearkened to positions 
pregnant with destruction and ignominy. 
It was not difficult to exhibit in their 
true light the enormous errors of this man, 
and the danger of prolonging their inter- 
course. Her assent to accompany me to 
England was readily obtained. Too 
much dispatch could not be U8ed> but th6 
disposal of lier property must first take 
place. This was necessarily productive 
of some delay. 

. I had been made, contrary to inclina- 
tion, expert in . the management of all 

g5 
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affairs relative to properly. My nfiotlierld^ 
lunacy, subsequent disease and- death, 
had imposed upon me obligations aiidf 
cares little suitable to my sei and ag^. 
They could not be eluded or transferred 
to others, and by degrees experience en- 
larged my knowledge and fafnilianzed my 
tasks. 

It was agreed that I should visit and 
inspect my friend's estate in Jersey, while 
6he remained in her present abode, ia 
put an end to the views and expectations 
of Ormond, and to make preparation for 
her voyage. We were reconciled to a 
temporary separation by the necessity 
ttiat prescribed it. 

During our residence together, the 
mind of Constance was kept in perpetiial 
ferment. Tlie seconti day after rtiy depar- 
ture the turbulence of her feelings begaii 
to subside; and she found hierself at leisure 
to pursue those measures which iierpreseiit 
situation prelscribed. ' ' [ 

The time p^fixecl by Ormond toti^ 
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iertnfnafion of his absem^e had nearly ar- 
ftved. ' Her resolutions respecting this 
man, lately formed, now occurred to her^ 
Her heart drooped as she revolved the 
necessity of disunitin£^ their fates ; but 
that this disunion was proper could not 
admit of doubt. How information of her 
present views might be most satisfactorily 
imparted to him was a question not in- 
stantly decided. She reflected on the 
impetuosity of his character, and conceiv- 
ed that her intentions might be most con<- 
venientVy unfolded in a letter. This tet«- 
ter she immediately sat down to write: 

« 

lust then the door opened, and Ormond 
entered the apartmifnt. 

She was somewhat, and for a moment 
startled by this abrupt and unlocked for 
tsntrance: yet she greeted him with 
pleasure. Her greeting was reteived 
with coldness. A second glance at his 
countenance informed her that his mini 
wai "somewhat discomposed. 

Folding liis hands on his "breast;, he 
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stalked to the vrindowj and looked up at 
the moon. Presently he withdrew his. 
gaze from this ohject, and fixed them 
upon Constance. He spoke, but his 
words were produced by a kind of effort. 

Fit emblem^ he exclaimed, of human 
Tersatilitj! one impediment is gone: I 
hope it was the only one, but no: the re- 
moval of that merely made room for ano* 
ther. Let this be removed. Well: fate 
will interplace a third. All our toils will 
thus be frustrated, and the ruin will 
finally redound upon our heads,-*-Here 
he stopped. 

This strain could not be interpreted by 
Constance : she smiled, and without ndtic« 
ing his incoherences, proceeded to in- 
quire inta l)is adventures during their 
separation. He listened to her> but his 
eyes, fixed upon her's, and his solemnity 
of aspect, were immoveable. When she 
paused^ he seated himself close to her, 
and grasping her hand with a vehemience 
that alipost pained her, said :-^ 
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Look at me steadfastly. Can yoU read 
my thoughts ? Can your discernment 
reach the bounds of my knowledge and 
the bottom of my purposes ? Catch you 
not a view of the monsters that are start- 
ing into birth ^ere ( and he put Ilis left 
hand to his forehead ). But you cannot ; 
should I paint them to you verbally, you 
would call me jester or deceiver. What 
pity that you have not instruments for 
piercing into thoughts !— - 

I presume, said Constance, ajSTecting 
cheerfulness which she did not feel, such 
instruments would be useless to me. You 
never scruple to say what you think ; your 
designs are no sooner conceived than they 
are expressed. All you know, all you 
wish, and all you purpose, are known to 
others as soon as. to yourself. No scruples 
of decorum^ no foresight . of conse- 
quences, are obstacles in your way. 

True^ replied he, all obstacles are tram- 
pled under foot but one. 

What is the insuperable one ? 


134 oftMOnffD. 

Incredulity in him that hears. I must 
not say what will not be credited; I must 
Hot relate feats and avow schemes, when 
toy hearer will say: Those feats were 
never performed : these schemes are not 
jour'^s. 1 care not if the truth of my 
tenets and the practtcability of my pur- 
poses be denied. Still I wrll openly 
tnaintain them : but when my assertions- 
will themselves be disbelieved; when ft 
is denied thiat I adopt the creed and pro-» 
ject the plans which I affirni to be adopt* 
ed and projected by me^ it is needless t<y 
affirm. 

To-morrow I mean to ascertain the 
height of the lunar mountains, by travel- 
ling to the top of them: then I will 
station myself in the Uact of the last 
comet, and wait till its circumvolution 
suffers me to leap upon it; then by walk- 
ing oh its surface I will ascertain whe- 
ther it be hot enough to burn my s6le»* 
Do you believe that this can be done I 

Nov 
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Do you btili^vej in Consequence of 
thy assertion, that I d^sigtt to do this; 
4tid thftt id itiy appi'eheasioti it is easy to 
be done ? « 

N6t Unless I pfeviously believe you to 
be A latiatie. 

Then ^hy should t assert my purposes f" 
Why speak when the hearer vifill iftfer 
nothing froin my speech, but that 1 aih 
either a luuatic or a liart? 

tn that predicament silence is best*' 

In that predicament I now stand : t artt 
not going to unfold myself. Just noW t 
pitied thee for want of eyes: 'twas ti 
foolish compassion. Thou art happy> 
because thou seest not an inch before thee 
*r behind.— Here he^as for a nkoment 
' bUYied in thought ; theh breakfug frott 
bis reverie, he said t'— Sb j^dtlir jf&ther h 

dfead? 

tdHte. it h W ihtetil tiB emt tb&t t 
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False imagination ! Thinkest thoiy I 
would refrain from knowing what 80 
nearly concerns us both ? Perhaps your . 
opinion of my ignorance extends beyond 
this : perhaps I know not your fruitless 
search for a picture : perhaps I neither 
followed you^ nor led you tp, a beiog 
called Sophia Courtland. I was not 
present at the meeting. I am unapprized 
of the effects of your romantic passion 
for each other. I did not witness the 
rapturous effusionsiand inexorable counsels 
of the new comer. I know not the con- 
tents of the letter which yau are preparing 
to write. — . ^ 

, As be spoke this^ the accents of Or- 
mond gradually aujgniented in vehemence. 
His countenance bespoke a deepening in* 
guietude and growing passion. He stop- 
ped at the mention of the letter^ because 
his Toice was overpowered by emotion. 
This pause afforded room for the asto- 
nifthment of Constance; her interviews 
and conversa^tions with me^ took place at 
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seasons of general repose^ when all doors 
Mras fast and avenues^ shutj in the midst 
of silence^ and in the bosom of retirement. 
The theme of. our discourse was com- 
monly too sacred for any ears but our 
own ; disclosures were of too intimate 
and delicate a nature for any but a 
female audience : they were too Injurious 
to the fame and peace of Ormond for 
him to be admitted to partake of them : 
yet his words implied a full acquaintance 
with recent events^ and with purposes and 
deliberations^ shrouded, as we imaginedt 
in impenetrable secrecy. 

As soon as Constantia recovered from 
the confusion of these thoughts, she 
eagerly questioned him : What do you 
know? How do you know what has 
happened, or what is intended ? 

Poor Constance! he exclaimed, in a 
tone bitter and sarcastic. How hopeless 
is thy ignorance ! to enlighten thee is past 
my power. What do I know ? Every 
thing. Not * a tittle has escaped me, 
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Tbj letter is superluous : I know ito 
contents before tbey are vrittea. ' I was 
to be tokl tliai a soldier and a traveller^ 
a raan who refused his faitfa to dreams, 
and bis homage to shadows, merited only 
seorii and f^rgetfulness. That thy aiec^ 
tions and person were due to another ; 
that iaiKsYcourse between ns was hence*' 
forth to « cease ; that preparation ^vvas 
making for a voyage to BritaiOj and that 
Ormood was to walk to his grav« alone t. 
Iq spite of hurrsh tones and inflexible 
ftatiures, these words were aceonpaniod 
with somewhat tlKit betrayed a mJod full 
of disoofd and agony. Coastance's 4isto- 
Diahmeai wm nrioglcd witb dejection 4 
The discovery of a passion deeper and less 
curable than sbe suspected ; the percep* 

. tion of embarrassments and difficulties in 
the pa^ which she had chosen, that had 
not previously occurred to her, threw her 

, flnind into anxious suspense. 

The measures she had previously con* 
certed were still approved. To part 
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from Ormond was: enjoined by every 
dictate of discretioo and duty. An explfr* 
natkui of her motives and views could not 
4ake place more seasonajily than at pre* 
seat. Every consideration of justice to 
bersielf dnd humanity to Ormond made 
it desirable that this ii^erview should be 
ihb last. By inexplicable means, be 
gained € knowledge of her intentions. It 
was e3pedie&t> therefore^ to state theci 
vfith ciearness and force* In what words 
ilm was to be doM was the sabj^ct of 
stttmiefitary deliberation. 

Her thoughts were discerned^ aad bet 
speech, anticipated by her companion.*-* 
Why ddroopeat thott> and why thus silent^ 
CioBstanee ? The secrei of thy fate wiU 
never be detected :; tiU thy destiny be 
finished^ it will not be the topic of .a 
angle* fear. But not for tbyself, but aie^ 
art ihou concerned. Thou dreadest> yal 
deicrminest to coafirm nsy predictions- of 
thy voyage to Europe, aad thy severtauco 
from me. 
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Dispiiss thy inquietudes on that score* 
What miser J thy scorn and thy rejection 
are able to inflict is inflfcted already. 
Thy decision ^as known to me as so^n 
as it was fornred. Thy motives were 
known. Not an argument or plea of thy 
counsellor^ not a syllable of her inrective, 
not a stfund of her persuasive rhetoric 
escaped my hearing. I know -thy de- 
cree to be immutable. As my doubts so 
my wishes have taken their flight. Per- 
haps in the depth of thy ignorance it was 
supposed that I should struggle to reverse 
thy purpose by menaces or supplications* 
That I should boast of the cruelty with 
v^hich I should avenge an imaginary 
wrong upon myself. No. All is very 
well. Go. Npt a whisper of objection 
or reluctance shalt thou hear from me. 

If I could thinks said Constantia^ wiA 
tremulous hesitation, that you part from 
me without ^nger ; that you see therec-* 
titude of my proceeding——* 

Anger ! Rectitude ! I pr'ylhee peace. 
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I. know thou art going. I know that all 
objection to thy purpose would be vain^ 
Thinkest thou that thy stay^ undictated 
by love^ tlie mere fr^it of compassion^ 
would afford me pleasure or crown my 
wishes ? No. I am not so dastardly a 
wretch. There was somethiog Jn thy 
pawec to bestow, but thy will accords 
not with thy power. I merit not the 
4)oon, and thou refusest it. I am con- 
tent. 

Here Ormond fixed more sienificant 
eyes upon her. Poor Constance! he 
continued. Shall I warn thee of the dan* 
ger that awaits* thee ? For what end ? 
To elude it is impossible. It will come^ 
and thou perhaps wilt . be unhappy. 
Foresight that enables not to shun only 
pre-creates the evil. 

Come^ it will. Tlgiough future, it 
knows not the. empire of contingency. 
An inexorable and immutable decree en- 
joins it. Perhaps it is thy nature to 
meet with calno^ess what cannot be 
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sllunn^d. Perhaps^ \9beh it is passed, 
ttiy reason will percfeivcf ks irrevocable 
nature, and restore thee to peace. Sucli 
h the conduct of the wise^ but duch I 
f^ar the education of Consfantia Dudlej 
\vill debar her from pursuing. 

Fain would I regard it as the test of 
thy wisdom. I look upon thy pasf life. 
AIT the forms of genuine adversity have 
beset thy youth. Poverty, disease^ ser- 
vile labour, a criminal and hapless pa- 
rent, have been evils which thou' hast 
not ungracefully sustained. An absent 
friend and murdered father were added 
to thy list of woeSj and here thy courage 
^as deficient. Thy soul was proof 
against substantial misery, but sunk into 
helpless cowardice at the sight of phan- 
toms. 

Ohe more disaster remains. To call 
it by its true name would be useless or 
pernicious. Useless, because thou wouldst 
pronounce its occiN*rence impossible; 
pernicious, because if its possibility were 
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granted^ the mnem would dittract thM 
vith fear. How shall I describe it? is 
it loss^ of faflse ? No. The deed will km 
uowiteessed by any human crf^atomt 
Thy reputation will be spotless^ for no^ 
thing will he done by thee unsuitable to 
tite tenor of thy past life. Catumay 
will not be heard to whisper. All who 
know thee will be as lavish of their eu-^ 
logies as ever. Their euic^es will be as 
justly merited. Of this merit then wilt 
enter tain as just and as adequate concept 
tions as now. 

It is no repetition of the evils thou host 
jjready endured: it is neither drudgery^ 
nor sickness^ nor privation of frienda. 
Strange perversenes^ of human reasoo f 
It is an evil: it will be thought upon 
with agony: ft will ^k)se up all #he 
siources of pleasureahle reeoUectiod : 
it will exterminate hope : it will endear 
oblivion, and pMb thee into an untiweiy 
grave. ¥<^t to g?a^ it is impossible. 
The morteiit v^ iospect it jMMrly- it va- 
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oiflhes. ^ Thy claims to human apprbb^ation 
and divine applause vfiW be undiminished 
add unaltered by it. The testimony : of 
approving conscience viriU have lost none 
of its explicitness and energy. Yet thou 
wilt feed upon sighs i thy tears will flow 
without remission: thou wilt grow ena- 
moured of deaths and perhaps wilt anti- 
cipate the strcike of disease. 

Yet perhaps my prediction is ground* 
less as my knowledge. Perhaps thy 
.discernment will avail to make thee wise 
and happy. Perhaps thou wilt perceive 
thy privilege of sympathetic and intellec- 
tual activity to be untouched. Heaven 
grant the non-fulfilment of my prophecy^ 
thy disenthralment from error^ and the 
perpetuation of thy happiness. % ' 

Saying this, Ormond withdraw. Hit 
Y^ords were always accompanied with 
gestures^ and looks^ and tones, that fas- 
tened the attention of the hearer ; but 
the terms of his present discourse afford- 
ed^ independently of gesticulation and 
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atterance^ sufficient motives to attentiotfi 
and remembrance. He was gone^ btit 
his image was contemplated by Con* 
stance : his words still rung in her ears. 

The letter she designed to compose 
was rendered^ by this interview^ unneces«- 
sary. Meanings of which she and her 
triisad ailone were conscious were disco- 
Yered by Ormond through some other 
medium than words: yet that was im- 
possible : a being unendowed with pre- 
terbatural attributes could gain the ia« 
fortnation which this man possessed only 
by the exertion of his senses. 

All human precautions had been used 
to baffle the attempts of any secret wit* 
uess. She recalled to mind the cironm- 
fltances in which conversations with her 
friend 4iad taken place. All had been 
retirement^ secrecy^ and silence. -The 
hours usually dedicated to sleep had been 
devoted to this better purpose. Much 
had been said in a voice low imd scarce)^ 
louder than a whisper. To have' over- 
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uppareQtljf; ioi^ssible. 

TlieircCoiii^eriMiaiifc'had ivot b^n xi^^ 
cord«d by. ber. U ewH aot-be b«H«vedl > 
tlMttibkhiid beea dope. by SppbiaCourt- 
Iwd. Had Qcmopd and. hec> friwA Biet 
duri^s. the inieivviiJl th^t,b/»d: ebn^d be* 
Iwtm.her 8ep9Ji4iaA.f(oift«the:Uytter» a^l 
bi^ meeting mith t)ie fproicr? Ilfumao 
ejireatflK^e^cpsjeioed bj: Un}^, imf^^^^r^ 
tible to; the keeoerti^jres. 0|*, Orn^iMd/a 
toeaMi of iofipraaatioa ib& wa^^^N^lioHj^ un-^ 
^{iciied* Perbapjs aooideot would some 
time unfold tbem* One thing. wa^iMoiH 
teftoble. That ber aebeme^T audi faef' 
teMoiis4ar.adpptii)g them were kM^iro to 
liinb^ 

^y^^) upfore^eeA/ effeeitsr bad that 
llQoy^ledge produced t lo what «mhieut 
om^^'ternwi; had he couched hig progROflticl 
of^aooie: mighty, evil that aweited; her ! 
]U( had giTeoa; ferjribje hot oontoidie^ 
tery/descripi^ieii of beri dfi^tiny # A» event" 
waMo. bappei^ akia^tonq ciUamtj wi 


she had already endured^ disconnected 
with all which the imagination of man is 
accustomed to deprecate^ capable of urg«' 
ing her to suicide^ and' yet of a kind 
which left it undecided whether she 
would fegaDdiit'wtth'iBdiflbmice; 

Whafi relianoe should) 8iie> pUce' wpen- 
piDplidac ineefaenui^iest thus wild^ 
What preesutioBB slwuld she take< 
i^inst a. dangeo thus, inscrutablci' aod' 
iaHiii»ttt? 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Thesb incidents and reflections ^viiere 
^eedily transmitted to me^ I bad al- 
ways belicTcd the character and machi* 
nations of Ormond to be worthy of cau^- 
tion and fear. His means of information 
I did not pretend and thought it useless 
to investigate. We cannot hide our aiv 
tions and thoughts from one of powerful 
sagacity^ whom the detection sufficiently 
interests to make him use all the methods 
of detection in his power. The study 
of concealment is in all cases fruitless or 
hurtful. All that duty enjoins is to de- 
sign and to execute nothing which may 
not be approved by a divine and omnis- 
cient observer. Human scrutiny is nei- 
ther to be solicited nor shunned. Hu- 
man approbation or . censure can never 
%e exempt from injustice^ because our 
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fiittited perceptions debar us from a tho- 
rougti knowledge of any actions and mo- 
tives but our own. 

On reviewing what ' had passed be- 
tween CofBstantia and m^ I recollected 
nothing iaeompatibie with purity and 
rectitude. That Ormond was apprised 
, of all that bad passed I by. no means in- 
^ ferred from the tenor of his conrersation 
with Constautia^ nor if this had been in- 
contestably proved should I have ezperi- 
. enced any trepidation or anxiety on that 
account. 

. His obscure and indirect menaces of 

evil were.of more importance. His dis* 

course on this topic seemed susceptible 

. only of two constructions. Either he 

intended some fatal mischief, and was 

. willing to torment her by fears, while he 

. concealed from her the nature of hei^ 

danger^ that he might hinder bcf from 

, guarding her safety by suitable precau-* 

^tions; or, being hopeless of rendering 

her propitious to his wishes, his malico 
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wit6 «artt9fiied 'v^Hh leftring her a I^ify 
«of apprehension and ttoobt: 

CoQstantia's unacqu^intature wHh ihe 
46cirme« of that tchool in i^lricti Of tnond 
man probably instructed led 'het* 'to te- 
^ard the oonlduet of thfs man \^tlh bore 
«on^rioaitj nnd wonder than felir. She 
taw «o(Miig lyut a dUposition |^o aport 
"vfitb 'her ignofance iind bewil^r lite 

i do ndt believe lAjself deitMiiie d£ 
4e^tim^6« RigbMy «o ettimiitethe flaiiger 
and encounter it with firmness kfb nrw- 
' thy df a rational being ; but Id {rtace our 
^itein'fty in ihonglttlefiSRe^s and bTindness 
h only l^ss igndbte than cowardtce. I 
could ndt forgeit ibe prooft of tic^lenee 
•wfcich accompanied Ae 'death df *Mr. 
t>udley. I cdiAd noN; 'Overlook 'in ihe 
recent eonv^rsfttion With Constance Or* 
mctad's alln^ion to b«r murdered fatSier. 
It wafi possible that tb6 nature oF *fhis 
'Sktdh bad b^n accidentally imparted'to 
'Ififti; but it wiafs likewise possible fhat 


Ibh WM Ae kDdwtedge of <me mho 'pet^ 
tfermed the act. 

Xke eflOTmftyof tlifs deed 'tfppiMtrea "by 
iDO »mm ueDttjgTudiH \vifli the iettttr 
«»eitfs(df X^rttioiid. 'H«nmti lift is ma-. 
iiiSDt0M*Dr triviHl 4ti our eyes at cording 
do the toiirse *wbio)i tmr liaFbits atift 
lepitaMi htt?e ^ben. 'Pa^ioti greedily 
aooeplB, »id bitlrit Teadilj otbtn, tbo M^ 
xrifiee lof vodlter^ life, and xeason tibe^fH 
Hie wifnlte «f ed%i cation and desire. 

Ayxroth'oif^eighteen, a tolntitetr iti tt 
Sjn^aa army, encictnped ih Bessiara'bia, 
«ade prey 'of a Tartar girl, found in the 
£idd i«f a Tecoift hnitle : condticfiiig Iter 
to bis quarters, he met a friend, Vho on 
•Mme ipretenoe claimed the vtdtrm : ftom 
angry words they betook tfatmseWen ix> 
jpirords. A combat emued, in which 
Ike first claim ant rati liis tmtagonirt 
4iiroQgh the body. He tlien bore hia 
friu WMMrfestad away, and having etet- 
«ned brutality of one kind upon the help- 
iMi nctimi stabbed ber to fht. heart aa 

h4 


ao oflferiog to the numea^ of 8ars6fieI4> 
the friend vihom he had slain. Next 
mornings willing more signal I j to expiate 
his guiltj he rushed alone upon. a. troop 
of Turkish foragers, and brought, away 
fiye heads^ suspended by their gory loelss 
to his horse's n&ane.. These he cast upon 
the grave of Sarsefield^ and conceived 
jiimself ftilly to hare expiated yesterday's 
offence. In reward for his prowess^ the 
General gave him a commission in the 
Cossack troops^ This youth. vras Or- 
mond;. and such is a specimen of his ex* 
ploits during a military career of eight 
years^ in a warfare the most savi^ and 
implacable, and at the same time the 
most iniquitous and wanton which his^ 
tory records. 

With passiona and habits. like these, 
the life of another was a trifling sacrifice 
to veqgeance or impatience. How Mr. 
Dudley had excited the resentment of 
Ormonde by what means the assafsin had 
accomplished bis intention v^itbottt awak^ 
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ening alarm or iocurring suspicion, it 
was not for me to disco vef» The ioextri- 
cability of human eyeots^ the imperyi- 
ousness of cunnings and the obduracy of 
malice^ I had frequent occasions to re- 
mark. 

1 did noi labour to vanquish the se- 
i;i]ritj of mj friend. As to precautions 
thej were useless. There was no fortress 
guarded by barriers of stone and iron, 
and watched by eentinels that never slept^ 
to which she might retire from his stra- 
tagems. If there yfete such a retreat^ it 
would scarcely avail her against a foe 
circumspect and subtle as Ormond. 

I pondered on the, condition of my 
friend. I reviewed the incideats of her 
life. I compared her lot with that of 
others. I could not but discover a sort 
of incurable malignity in her fate. I 
felt as if it were denied to her to enj.oy a 
long life or permaneut tranquillity. I 
asked myself what she had done entitling 
her to this incessant persecution. Im* 

h5 
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patience and murmuring took plaoe of 
sorrow and fear in my heart. When 1 
reflected that nil human agency VfM 
merely subservient to m divine purpose^ I 
fell into fits df acc&8a;tion and impiety. 

Tbis.injustice wi^s transient^ and sober- 
er views convinced me that every •scheme 
comprising the wliole must be productive 
of partial and temporary evil. Vhe '«uP- 
feriugs of Constance were limited io a 
IJMment ; they were the unavoidable -ap- 
pendages of terrestrial existence ;' they 
formed the only arenue to wisdom^ and 
the only claim to uninterrupted fruition 
and eternal repose in an after-scene. 

The course of my reflectiobs, and %he 
. issue to wbich they led, were unforeseen 
t)y myself. Fondly as I ^ated on this 
woman, mcfthought I could resign her to 
ihe grave without « murmor or tear. 
"While my thoughts were calmed by te-^ 
iiignation, and my fancy occupied witb 
nothing but the briefness of that space, 
and e vanes eence of ifaat time which se«^ 


terd tll6 Hf fug frMti the dfafl^ I €0»lem«r 
plated almMt wUii cuniplaoeiifiy a Yioltai 
6t ¥if}fAmiif close to har jexisleAee. 

Tbii lafttoesfl af muui could oat «l* 
ways be aceonpUdbeijorxaa^ntlyauiiiir 
tained. One efect <ef d»y foarft vat to ^ 
iiasten aiy dep^aiitare to Etusope. Tiera 
etitftdd «o impediiiiieiii liut ^the vaat of a 
*9ifittble conveyaace. In tlie fiiatipaekat 
that ^bould leav^ Ameiviea it ^as /detaior 
mined fto secure a passa^. Mr. Miir 
fcourne conseefted 'ta take;€iharge of jG^ik- 
43taiflia's property^ mid 4ifter Ihe sale i>£ 
tt rtb traasmit toiber ihe.iiiofiey 't|iat«bQ«iUi> 
^beoee arise. 

Meanwtiile i t^as -anaioiis ftbat (Con* 
"Staneis should leave her praaent almieaiifl 
•join nie in New^Yof k. She inlKngly 
adopted this arraagemeat^ bui Qonc»ived 

it oecessary i^ spend a few days at ^ber 
-houee in Jersey. 'She tu>illd Teach Ibe 

latter pkce without moGh>tieviattaii fmm 
'Aie straight road^and i^e tnrasliesiroiis 


156 .OBUOVB. 

of re-ffurVeyiDg a spot where maoy of 
her infantile days had been spent* 

This house and domain I have already 
mentiotied to have once belonged to Mr. 
Diidlej/ It was selected with* the judg*^ 
ment and adorned with the taste of a dis^ 
ciple of the schools of . Flofence Mpd Yin- 
eenza. In his view culttvation was sub* 
servient to the picturesque^ and a man-^ 
sion was erected eminent for nothing but 
cfaastitj of ornaments and simplicity of 
structure. The massive parts ^ere of 
stone ; the outer surfaces- were smootb> 
snow-white, and diversified by apertures 
and cornices^ in which a cement uneon^ 
flsooly teoacioue was wrought into pro- 
portiooi the most correct and forms the 
mosi} graceftil. The floors, . walls, and 
eeilinge, Consisted of a still more exqui- 
sitely tenipered substance, and were pain^ 
ed by Mr. Dudley's own hand. All ap- 
pendages of this building, ad seats, tables, 
and cabusets, were modelled by the owa- 
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et^s parifoirlar directioD, end ia a manner 
scrupulouslj elassieal. 

He bad scarcely entered^ on fhe ^joy- 
m^nt of this splendid possession when it 
was ravished away. No privatioa was 
endured with more impatience than tbis ; 
but happily it was purchased by one who 
left Mr. Dudley^s arrangements unmolest* 
ed« and wh^ shortly after conveyed it en^ 
tire to Ormond. By him it was finally 
appropriated to* the use of Helena Cleve»i 
and now, by a singular contexture of 
events^ it had reyerted^to those hands in 
which the death of the original pro- 
prietor^ if no other change had been 
made in bis condition^ would have left 
it. Tbe farm still remained in the te« 
liiire of a German emigrant^ who held it 
partly on condition of preserving the gar- 
den and madsion in safety and in perfeet 
order. 

This retreat was now i^e-visited by 
GoAstan^ey after aA int€(rval of four years# 
Autumn bad made some, porogcess^ but 


1&6 <o»primii. 

Hie wpwt cffmatuve wra«, ^ Ho vpeikf 
more significant thWnait any jotlier ieaii»». 
Bkte ^at agreeably aecdmmoilated ttotier 
vtbe teiiaintts ^rt^f^ md foimd '«a iiamelclift 
pleaMre in tratersiiig Bpaees in tfvhkih 
l5¥6ry l^l!;i^frrompt»d an endl^s >tf«iii Qif 
^ftreoHertbns. 

^erMUfaAtoos 39^0116 net 'foraiBcn. mity 
4«d to WL «(ate '^f tnind imsDtisntoHtiin^oiM 
degv« with tbe pre3^cts ^dopt<ed in db^ 
iftenee to ibe suggis&trons of tier friend. 
Bveryilihig in tfaits 'SOMe ha4 'beea created 
jAid 'moflellcd b^^tbegemusof Iter father. 
{t mas "a Jcind ^of Ame }j?smd;ifiei by his 
tiaMgituify faretmee. 

TovMnst^ the :firoitii vrf his tindwirjr 
^aad invrattiott to ^foi^eiga '9^kA owsparidg 
dianda 'aaemett a kind of Mlrnligd fiir 
-'wludi 'die almwt feared thtft^tiiettaftd 
would rUd i^ iiplmnd her. Those imi^fos 
vrfaich bind us to our natal soil> .to liie 
"abode oJT^our hnswent -and cweksa youth, 
H^nre f ecalled ta iier teicy by tli« mm^s 
'"^hidi the fiow boheld. These were 9ft- 


i»i«bi€h attended «iier voy^e, }fro« H«rim 

mtid from finemies^ asd Trom the tendency 

to rero)u(iopii «ad war wbtcb veeined 4i> 

«€ti]«te all tfae nations of £«iitvp€. Hm 

native country was by no tneatiB ecnBipt 

^mn similar <tendeiiEcies> but tbe«e evils 

iwere less iimniaenl^ jiRd ks manners and 

;^%BriinieDtj in* tiieir present inadifioalioii$> 

^ivrare unspeakably more fanrotirable to the 

idignity and inipcovemeiit of tbe failmliQ 

'race, than those which .prevailed in ttoy 

spapt of the ancient wodd. 

. , My solicxtations and my oblij^atioh io 

repair to iEnglaud overweighed h^r db* 

jecttons, but her new reflections led hf r 

io form new determtnatiotis with regard 

to this part of- her property. Sbe coa- 

cluded to retain .possession^ and bopied 

-that some future event would allow lier 

to remm to this favourite spot without 

forfeiture .of my society. 'An abode 

of Bov3^ years in £tttape rwould, .moia 
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eminently qualify her for the eDJoyment 
of retirement and safety in her native 
country. The time that should elapse 
before her embarkation she was desiroui 
of passing among the shades of this ro- 
mantic retreat. - 

I was by no means reconciled to this 
proceeding. I loved my friend too well 
to endure any needless sep^aration without 
repining. > In addition to this^ the image 
of Ormond haunted my thoughtsi and 
gave birth to incessant but uodefinable 
fears. I believed that her safety would 
Tery little depend upon the iiature of her 
abode» or the number or watchfulness of 
her companions'. My nearness to her 
person would frustrate no' stratagem^ nor 
promote any other end than my own enr- 
tanglement in the same fold. Still that I 
was not apprised each hour of her con- 
dition^ that her state was lonely and se- 
questered^ were sources of disquiet, the 
obvious remedy to which was her coming 


to New- York. Preparations for depar* 
t^re were assigned to me, and these re- 
quired my c^tinuance in the city. 

. Once a week LaflSert^ her tenants-visited 
for purposes of traffic the city. He was 
the medium of our correspondence. To 
him I entrusted a letter in which my dis- 
satisfaction at her absence and the causes 
which gate it birth were freely confessed. 

, The confidence of safety seldom de* 
sert^d my friend. Since her mjsteriou^ 
eonyersation with Ormond he had qtterly 
"vanished. Previously to that interview 
bis visits or his letters were incessant and 
punctual^ but since no token was given 
that he existed. Two months had elapsed. 
He gave her no reason to expect a cessa- 
tion of intercourse. He had parted from 
her with his usual abruptness and infor- 
mality. She. did not conceive it incum- 
bent on her to seat ch him out, but sh^ 
would not hare been displeased with an 
opportunity to discuss with him more 


f uHy the 'tati^f « ctfii<r oonducit 
oppoi*tuiiity liad^beeti bhberto devied. 

Her 6i;ciTpfiRfoiis in <her:predeittnr«tridit 
were for the mo«t 'part nltt^ttfted ^hy >ca- 
prrce or hy trhtttice. ^Tke 'nftlfliie« -rf 
«Qtumn permitted 4ier ^ ramfble "durttig 
the day fi^om one nnik' 4itd eiie gretete 
^no^fher. IHiere 'inn 'a )«3fruri^ m tmmiif^^ 
and 'in the sematkms <w%itk th^e is^ettery 
Bnd «ilence prodeced^ Wht($h^ ki "cotise* 
"quence of 'tier -le^n]^ estraffgemefit fretii 
tbeni^ wei«e -accompanied wi^Hitltiie*«l^ 
tracitiom off notelty, hud ftom Whfcfa isflie 
•eould not eonsent to withdraw. 

Iti fhe evenrng she 'ifsuraUjgpefired'l^ 
4be mftrtsixn)^ and sh tit herself trp in^liat 
apartment 'whrch m4he 'original rtruutare 
tiff th* hottse^httU%een'8e8igncd ^!br ^tudy, 
•and no parrt of ^he^e fnmitttre had'be^ 
ircnitnnedx)r displaced, 'it wa-s^a kidd «f 
'clo*( ^n 'the setond iloor, 4IliiminateS yy 
« BiMtiotfs ^^nttow, rtirotigli i?«fhich a land- 
vcape tif uncommon amplitude\Jtnd i^eauty 


v^M prBsenfaid to the M&w. tVtsn tibe 
ipleatuiCB of'the<di»y wefe termd^ by n^ 
^«3«illing and itiumeratiag tbem in letten 
t0 her ^fV4eod. 'She Aim^jn quitted 4hiB 
¥616698 v(rith Te)i|Qt«i}ce> and seUom likl 

One ^BveRfng €he retired 4iittxet *^l«m 

'tile fi0A ^'bad ;f mrt dipped >bene«th ifaeliof i- 

«;l»n. <H^ 4fflpI«BientB of ^writiflg *wonB 

prepared^ but before^fae pen was aMuntod 

4Mr eyes riest«d for a moment <m tlie ^a^ 

«iisgat«d huts wltteii ^ers poured sMt 

'D^n iHie \(Mtafii ^sky, and 4ip#a the^aaaHB 

^f iiiierfnin^aQ^mteN^<9op«ea and #Ellda. 

Vhe vie^reomprififd a pai^t of tbe'itiad 

^hidi led '^ this d^^ellhig. It^oraa pii»* 

•itally and 'fiis^tamtly aeM^ and tlio pMsagis 

'of boiMft ^or 'men wa» betdkaBod ehte% 

by tbo d«8t ^hiith ^^n^as ^fnkod ^by Hweir 

*fodt*idteps» 

k to4ctn*t3^f tbi^ kind now ^oaugbt Hor 
'^ttentifnfi. $t'-^ed ber^ye chiefly l^ythe 
'pktures^^ 'cfi'ect 'produced by ^jfot^P^ 
<posing its ob^CH I ity ^between her and tm 
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flf leadours trhich the sun had left. Pf e-^ 
•ently she gaiaed a faint view* of a man 
and hor$e. ' This circumstance laid no 
cllaiai to attention, and she was iT^itb- 
drawing her eye when the traveller 
stopping and dismounting at the gate 
made her ren^w her scrutiny* This was 
leinforced by something in the figure and 
movements* of the horseman which re* 
.minded her of Ormond. 

She started from her seat with some 
degree of palpitation^ Whence thit 
arose^ whether from fear or, from joy, 
or from intermixed emotions, it would 
not be easy to ascertain. Having entered 
the gate, the visitant remounting* his 
horse, set the animal on full speed. 
Every moment brought him nearer and 
added to her first belief. He stopped not 
till he reached the mansion. The person 
of Ormond-was distinctly reoognixed. 

An interview at this dusky and tpnely 
hour^ in circumstances so abrupt and 
. unexpected^ could not fail to surprise. 


and in some degree to alarm'. The siib*^ 
stance of his last conversation was re« 
called. The evils M^hich were darkly 
and ambiguously predicted thronged ta 
her memory. It seemed as if the pre*' 
sent mopient was to be in some way de- 
cisive of her f$te. This visit she dfiil 
not hesitate to* suppose designed for her/ 
but somewhat uncommonly momentoufli 
must have prompted him to take so long 
U journey. 

The rooms on the lower floor were 
dark^ the windows and doors being fast- 
ened. She bad entered the house by the 
principal door^ and. this was the only one 
at present unlocked. The rouom in which 
she sat was over the hall^ and the mas- 
sive door beneath could not be opened 
without.noisy signals* The qu^tion ttiat 
occurred to her^ by what means Ormond 
would gain admittance (o her presence^ 
she supposed would be instantly decided ^ 
She listened to hear his footsteps on the 
pavement^ or the cr^ikvig of hinges; 
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IM 0|KlfOK»& 

The Hktnee howovec cootiotted' psofbundr 
attbefoce,. 

JkttBt a miflutft'ft patue; she approftcbod) 
tbe window morfl nem^l)^. And' endte** 
Toured: to ^iD.aiWfisr of the flpaoo he* 
lojre the hooae. She. saw oothiogp but 
the; hoiae>. whose. bridle was thrown owr 
bia nwfc, and whowai leffa ati libertyta 
piok up: what: smnty herbage ti» lavm 
larded te bis> huogor. The- rider had 
disappeared. 

Itnew occMMPed to berj tfaatthie visit 
bad aspsurposedifiWapt fmn that. wUieh 
Afk aib ftrsft coQ)eot«ifed. It wae easiljp. 
eooGeived' that Ormond.wat' unaAqpaint^ 
ed. with (her re^ideace at ibis spot. Tfaa 
koowledf eMMld only be iinparted to Unt 
by indireet or ilKoit meaaei That thoss' 
meani' bed. beeni employed' by bini. aba 
waabyino'Veaaa authollised to infiar from 
the- filaace and: dialaace he had liiely 
neintaineiL But if an iotlrview wtdi 

hvm iliovld ilK.iittvpmt!tt I 




CHAP. IX. 

Wiuid& oeeMpied^wiih tbes«urfiflectidns 
iliQ light Iv^Mily dmppdMwL. and. dkrfe 
ue9s, xeoAi^id^ by a. Qloudgr atmoapliem 
uucommoaly intense^ atUMxeededt. Sha 
bi^d.l^e Dieaosi al ligbtiog a l/unp* tbMt 
hung agaioat the wall, hut bad bettntnn 
much; ifhnij&rf^d'invthought.tD noHcot iUa 
4^ej^oiog; of tba gloom. Recoaraiaog 
from b^^re!iFeri0>. sha lookedt arouadthcff 
mihi 90196 d^gra^ of trapidalioD> and 
prepi^red' to. stsikaa. sparjk tfaat.nratald 
wabia bar to. ligbt her lutpi 

Sbatbad.bithf rtg attdolgydJaaaivbiiMtrtal 
isdiffdreinca.' to dai^eiw Nowi tbai pre* 
taac^ of Qita^nd^ the unfciMvii^pwpeBa 
Ibat 1«L bioi bftfaen and tha^ delenoakif# 
wi$i of h«f i canditiani iaipiisda ben^^fb 
<Hp)prahW8iamctA ify&iob ah^bad hitfacftii 
t«M a^ fttraAgMT^ Jbas had taaio.aemii^ 
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totned to pass manjr nocturnal hours i& 
this closet. Till now nothing bad oc« 
curred that made her enter it with cir- 
cumspectioOj or continue in it .with re* 
luctance. 

Her sensations were tio longer tranquil. 
Each roimite that she spent in this recess 
#ppeared to multiplj her hazards; To 
Unger here appeared the height of cul- 
pable temerity. She hastily resol-ved to 
return to the -farmer's dwelling, and on 
the morrow to repair to New -York. For 
this end «he was,, desirous^ to produce a 
light. The materials were^at hand. 

She lifted her hand to strike the flinty 
when her ear caught a sound which he- 
tokened the opening of the door that led 
into the next apartment. Her motion wa» 
suspendid^ and she listened as well as a 
throbbing heart would' permit. That 
Ormondes was the hand that opened was 
the first suggestion of her fears. The 
motives of this unseasonable 'entrance 
could not be Teconcil^il with her safety. 
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He had given no vrarning of his ap- 
proach^ and the door ; was opened with 
tardiness and seeming caution. . . 

. Sounds continued of which nodi^inct 
e<Hiception could be obtained^ or the cause 
that produced them assigned. The fiodrs 
a£ every apartment being . composed like 
the walU and ceiling of cem^nt^ foot- 
steps were rendered almost undistinguish* 
able. It was plain^ however^ that some 
one approached her own* door. 
. The panic and confusion that now in- 
vaded her was &wing to' surprise^ and to 
the singularity of > her \ situation. The 
mansion was* desolate audi lonely. '/ It was 
Bight. She wad. irnniecsed in d^arkness. 
She bad not the means, and was unaccUs* 
tomed to. the office of repelling. .{>er90nal 
lojuries. What injuries she had, reason 
to dreads who was the. agents and what 
were bis mbtives^ were subjects of vague 
and incoherent meditation. 

Meanwhile low and imperfect sounds^ 
that bad in them more of inanimate than 
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bomaa^ assailed her ear. Presently they 
ceased. An nieiplicable feac deterred 
her from calliog^. Light would have ex- 
ercised a friendly influence. This it was 
ia hei power to produce^ but not with*' 
<M]4 motion and noise^ and these, by oc* 
easioiyiig the discovery of her being i^ 
(be cloietf might posaibJy enhance her 
danger. 

Cooceptioiur. like these were uaworthy 
of the mind o£ Conetance:. An interval 
of silence succeeded, interrupted only by 
the whistling of the blast without. It 
was suffieieat for the restoration of bee 
courage. She blushed at t^e cowardice 
which had trembled at a sound. She 
considered that Ormond might indeed be 
near, but that be was probably uncoiB* 
s^ious of her situation.. Bis coming wai 
not with the circumspection, of an enemy. 
He might be acquainted with the place 
of her retreat, and had come to obtaia 
an interview with no clandestine or mys-^ 
terioas purposes. Tbe nioisea she bad 


heard bad doubtless proceeded from tbe 
next apartment^ but might be prddueed 
by some harmless or vagrant creature. 

These consideratiotts restored her tra6« 
quillity^ They enabled her deliberately 
to create a light, but they did not dissuadif 
her from leaving the house. Onteos of 
evil seemed to be connected with this soli- 
tary and darksome abode : besides^ Or-^ 
mond had unquestionably entered upoo 
this scene. It could not be doubted that 
she was the object of bis visit/ The farm- 
house viras a place of meeting more soita* 
hie and safe than any other: thither 
therefore she determine immediately tq 
return. 

The closet had but one door^ aod this 
led into the chamber where the sounds 
bad arisen. Throngh this chamber 
therefore she was obliged to pasis in 
order to reach the staircase, which ter- 
minated in tbe hall below. 

Bearing, tfie light ia her left hand^ 
she withdrew the bolt of the door.- 

i3 
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In spite of courageous efforts^ she 
opened it with unwillingness and shud- 
dered to throw a glance forward or 
advance a step into the room. This was 
not needed to reveal to her the cause of 
her late disturbance. . Her eye instantly 
lighted on the body of a man^ supine^ 
motionless/ stretched on the floor, close 
to the door through which she was about; 
to pa«9. ; ' 

:* A spectacle like this was qualified to 
startle her : she sbrlink back and fixed a 
more steadfast eye upon the prostrate 
person. There was no mark of blood or 
of wounds, but there was something in 
the attitude more significant of death 
than of sleep. His face rested on the 
floor, and his ragged locks concealed 
what part of his visage was not hidd^i 
by bis posture. His garb was characteriz- 
ed by fashionable elegance, but was pol- 
luted with dust. 

The.iuiage that first: occurred to her 
was that of OJrmond, This in'stantljr 
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gave place to another^ vvhich was familiar 
to her apprehension. It ^ was at first too 
indistinctly seen to suggest a name : she 
continued to gaze and to be lost in fear- 
ful astonishment. Was this the person 
whose entrance had been overheard;, and 
who had dragged hioiself hither to die at 
ber door ? Yet, in that case, -would not 
groans and expiring efforts have testified 
his condition and invoked her succour ? 
Was he not brought hither in the ar&ns 
of his assassin ? She mused upon the pos- 
sible motives that induced, some one thus 
to act, and upon the connection that 
might subsist between her destiny and that 
of the dead. t 

Her meditations, however fruitless in 
other respects, could not fail to shew her 
the propriety of hastening from thi^ spot» 
To scrutinize the form or face of the 
dead was a task to which her courage 
was unequal. Suitably accompanied and 
guarded, she would not scruple to return 
and ascertain by the most sedulous ex- 

i3 
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amtnatHMi the causes «f this otQiDOUf 
event. 

She fltept oyer the breathless corpse^ 
and hurried (o the staircase* It became 
her to maintain the commaud of bar 
muscles and joints^ and to proceed with* 
out faltering or hesitatian. Scarcely bad 
she reached the entrance of the hali, when 
casting anxious lopks forward, she 
beheld ap^ human figure. No scrutiny 
^as requisite to inform her that this was 
OrmoAd. 

She stopped. He approached her with 
looks and gestures, placid but solemn. 
There was nothing in his countenaiice 
rugged or malignant. On the contrary^^ 
there were tokens of compassion. 

Soi said he^ I expected to meet you. 
A light gleaming from the window mark*- 
•d you out : this and Laffert's directions 
biive guided sie. 

Wbatj said Constance^ with discompo- 
sure in her accent^ was your motives for 
seeking me ? 


Have you for^otten^ said Omond, 
^hat past at aux last interview? Tli€ 
evil ttiat I then predicted is at band, 
Perhaps you "vriere iiicredafous : you ac* 
counted me a uiadman or deceiver : now i 
am come to >^itness the fulfilmeiit of my 
wordij add tlie complelioti of your destiuy^ 
To rescue you I have not came; tl^at 
is not vrithin the compass of human 
poi?i^rs. 

Poor Gdnstantia! he continuad^ in iam:s 
that manifested genuine sympathy^ look 
upon thytei f as luat . The toik that beset 
thee are ineatricable, Suoiinon up thy 
patience to endure the evil : now wiU 
the last and heaviest trial betide thy forti^ 
tude. I could \veep for thee if ftiy manly 
nature vrould permit. Thi6 ii the scene of 
thy calamity, and this the liour. 

These Mrords were adapted to etcilt 
curiosity mingled with terror. Ormoad's 
deportment wa9 of an unexampled tenor, 
a9 welt ai that evil which he had ao 

i4f 


176 . ORlMaKD. 

ambiguously predicted. He offered hot 
protection from danger^ and yet gave no 
proof af being himself an agent or auxi- 
liary. After a minute's pause^ Constance 
recovering a firm tone^ said : — 

Mr. Ormond ! your recent deportment 
but ill accords with your professions of 
sincerity and plain dealing : what your 
purpose is^ or whether you have any pur- 
pose^ I am at a loss to conjecture. Whe- 
ther you most deserve censure or ridicule 
18 a point which you afford me not the 
means of deciding, and to which, unless 
on your own account^ I am indifferent. 
If you are .willing to be more explicit^ or 
if there be any tapic on which you wish 
further to converse, I will not refuse 
your company to Laffert's dwelling. 
Longer to remain here would be indis* 
Crete and abaurd. 

So saying, she motioned towards the 
door. Ormond was passive^ and seemed 

a. 

indisposed to prevent her departure, till 
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»)ie laid her baud upon the lock. He 
then^ withoiit inoi^ing from his place, 
exclaimed:—^ 

Stay. Mhst this meeting, which fate 
ordains to be the last, be so short ? Must 
a time and place so suitable for what 
remains to be said and done be neglected 
or misused ? No. You charge me with 
duplicity,, and deem my conduct either 
ridiculous or criminal. I have stated my 
reasons for concealment, but . these bavQ 
failed to convince you. Well: here is 
an end to doubt : all ambiguities are pre- 
paring to vanish. 

When Ormond began, to speak^ Con- 
stance paused to hearken to him. His 
vehemence was not of that* nature whic^ 
threatened to obstruct her passage. It 
^as by intreaty that he apparently endea- 
voured to det£(in her steps, and not by 
violence. Hence arose her patience to 
listen : he <5ontinued : — i 

Constance ! thy jBather is dead : art 
thou not desirous of detecting the author 
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of bis &ie > Will it aflEord tbee no conM^ 
lotion to know that the deed is puotsbed? 
Wilt thou suffer roe to drag^tfae murderer 
to thy feet ?-Thjr justice niiill be gratified 
ijr this sacrifice. Somewhat wiil be doe 
jto him who avenged thy wrong in the 
blood of the perpetrator f What sajeat 
tbott ? Grant me thj permission^ and in a 
moment I will drag him hither. 

These words called up ihe image of 
the person whose corpse she bad lateljr 
seen. It was readily conceived that ta 
him Ormond alluded^ but this was the 
assassin of her father^ and bis crime had 
been detected and punished bjr Ormond, 
These images bad no other effect than to 
vrge ber departure r she again applied 
ber band to the lock, and said : — 

This scene must not be prolonged, 
Mj father's death I desire not to hear 
eaplaiiied or to see revenged, but whatever 
information you are willing ot able i0 
communicate must be deferred. 

Nay^ interrupted Ormond, with aug- 
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■ieotedvtlieiiciice^krtthoii equally dev^d 
of curi0Sfty and juflice f Thiokett tiiou 
that the tamiiy which bertflt thy fa^ei of 
life will not seek thy ^wn ? There are evils 
which I cMuiot prtvent thee from endur- 
kigi but there are likewise ills which 
Bj counsel will enable thee an^ thy 
frieod to sbon. Save me frooi witnessing 
thy deat^. Thy father's destiny is $ei^ed ; 
alt that reputioed was to punish his ai- 
sassio : but thou and thy Sopbia still 
live. Why should he perish by a like 
stroke i 

This intimation wa^ sufficient io arrest 
the steps of Constance'. She withdraw 
her hand from the door^ and fixed eyei 
of this deepest anxiety oti Ormond :-^ 
What mean you ? How am I to uvider- 
stand ■ ■ 

Ah ! said Ormonde I see tbou wilt 
consent to stay. Thy detection shftU not 
be lorfg : remain where thoti) art during 
one moment ; merely while i drag hither 
thy enemy, and sh^^w thee a visage whiqk 
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thott ; wilt not .'be slow to 'recognize. 
Sayiog this>. he boslily ascended the 
staircase/ and quicklj passed bejoDd.bw 
sight. . • 

Deportment thm mysterious oould not 
fail of bewildering her thoughts. There 
was somewhat in the looks aad accents of 
Ormond different from former- appear- 
ances : tokens of an hidden purpose aiid . 
a smothered me^iing were * perceptible ; 
a mixture of the inoffensive and the law- 
less^ which added to the loneliness, and 
silence that encompassed her^ produced a 
faltering emotion. Her eurioaity was> 
overpowered by her fear, and- theresolu^ 
tion was suddenly conceived of seizing 
this opportuBity t& escape. 

A third time she put her band to the lock 
and attempted to open the door. The 
efforttwas ineffectual : the door that ^as 
accustomed to obey tbegentJesttQuch wa« 
now imoaoveable. , She had lately unlock* 
ed and passed through it..* Her eag^er inr 
«pection convinced her that the principal 
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li0lt was still withdrawn^ but ti, smaller 
one was noW perceii^ed, of whose ex- 
istence fthe had not been^ apprises^ and 
over which her key had no power. 

Now did she first harbour a fear that 
was intelligible in its dictates. . Now did 
dhe fi»t perceive herself sinking in the 
toils of seme lurking eiiemy. Hope 
whispered that this £oe was not Or'mondl 
His conduct had bespoken no wiHingness 
to put constramt upon her steps. ' He 
talked no^ as if he were aware of this 
obstruction, and yet his seetbing acquies- 
cence might ba^ye flowed from a know^ 
ledge that she had no. power to • rdnove 
beyond his reach. 

He* warned her. of danger to her Ufe^ of 
^hich he was her self-appointed rescuer. 
His counsel was- to ^m her With sufficient 
caution; the peril that* awaited /ber was 
imminent; tfhis.was the time '^nd place 
of its ^ciif rence^ and here.she was com* 
pelled - to Fefnaiaf> titt the power that 
lwten^«wx>uld' eoodesceod to loose .the 
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doMr« Hkere .w«re oilier avenues to ifiter 
bdil. These trere aeoustomed to be 
iedked, but Ofmond bad foond mcceer^ 
ftod if all coniioued hai it was keoates^ 
table t&at be was the author of tbi» aew 
impedifliieiitr 

Tbeotbef aveQuei were bo^tify exa^ 
innied. All were bolted and lookockr 
Tbe irst bBfialse led her to call for help^ 
firom withovt^ but tbe mamion war div- 
iatit firpnr Laffi^vt'a babkation. Tbi» 
apot was wbol.lj unfrequeated. No paa^ 
seller was likelj to be atatiooed wbere 
ber ealt eould be heardr Besides^, tbis 
Ibrcible detcntioii afi%fat operate for si 
short time and be attended with bo mis-, 
diievoos consequenees. Whatever wa» 
to 'Come it was ber duty to coHect hev 
ooiirage and encouoter it. 

^ Tbe steps ofOroMud aboire now gave 
lok^s of bis approaeb. Vigilaat ^Ah^ 
sertanee of-tfais mai:^ wair ali that her 
situation permfMed. A Tebeoient effort 
festofed her to some d^reeof compojittM. 


Her fliifled paI(ritaAioiis aliowri her stei^ 
fasti J to ootite kim^ m he now detcendel 
the stairi^ bearing a Ufdess hmAy ia hw 
arms. Tbete^ taid he^ as be cast it a|- 
ker feat, wbote couateiiaace ia tbatf 
Who waatd iinagiiie that features iiiur 
those beldDged to an atsaasia and im^ 
poster ? 

Closed ejre-lsds and Mhn miUdteB 
could not hide from her Uneameiitt so 
oflen seen. She shrunk back and exr 
c:]aimed — Tkomas Craig! 

A pause sucoeededy in wkieh she al* 
temateiy ' gaaed at tiie eocmtenance of 
this unfortunate wfotcb and at OnnondL 
At length the latter eaclaioied : 

Well, m jr. girl; hast tiio« examined 
him P Dost thou recognize a friend or an 
enemy? * 

I know him well ; but how evme Ihis f 
What purpose brought him hither 9 Who 
ifvas tke aatb^r of bis fate? 

Have I DOt alreadj told thee that Or* 
mond was his own avenger and thine ? 
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To thee and to me he has been a robber. 
To him thy father is indebted for the : 
loss not only of property but life. .. Did 
crimes like these merit a less punishment ^ 
And what recompense is due to . him 
whose vigilance pursued him^ hither^ and 
made bim pay for his offences with his 
blood ?' What l)eae fit have I received at 
thy band to authorize me for thy sake to 
take away bis life? !^ 

No benefit received from . me^ said. 
Constance^ would justify such an act. 
I should have abhorred myself for annex- 
ing io my benefits so bloody a condition. 
It calls fov no gratitude or recompense. 
Its suitable attendant is remorse. Tteit 
he is a thief^ I know but toa well : that 
my father died by bis hands is incredible. 
No motives or means 

Why so ? interrupted Oirmond. Dtoes 
not sleep seal up the senses ?. Cannot clo- 
sets be^unlocked at midnight? Cannot 
adjoinioig houses communicate by doors ? 
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Cannot tbese' doors be hidden from sus- 
picion by a sheet of canvas ? — 

These \yords were of startling and 
abundant import. They reminded her 
of circumstances in her father's chamber 
wbteh sufficiently explained the means by 
which his life was assailed. The closet 
and its canvass^covered wall ; the adjoin- 
ing house untenanted and shut up— but 
this housCj though unoccupied^ belongs 
ed to Ormond ! From the inferences 
whieh flawed hence, her attention was 
withdrawn by her companion^ wbp con- 
tinued : 

Do these means imply the interposal of 
ajniracle? His motives? What scruples 
can be espeeted from a man inured from 
infancy to cunning and pillage ? Will he 
abstain from murder, when urged by ejs^ 
cruciating poverty^ by menaces of perse* 
cution; by terror of expiring on the 
gallows? 

Tumultuous suspicions were now 
awakened in the mind of Constance. 


186 0RMOMD. 

Her faUeriog voice tcareelj allowed her 
to ask ; How know you tbat Craig was 
U1118 guiltj I that ihefie were his incite* 
tnents luid means ? — 

Ormond 8 solemofty now gave place to 
A tone of sarcasm and looks of eiultation : 
Poor Constance ! Thon art still pestered 
with incredality and doobts \ My vera* 
city IS still in question ! My knowledge, 
girl^ if infalli.bl^. That these were hie 
tneans of access I cannot be ignorant^ 
ioa I pointed them out* He was urged 
by these moiivei^ for they were stated 
and enforced by me. His was the deed, 
Ibr I stood heeide him when it was done. 

These^ indeed^ were tenns that stood 
in no need of further explmnation. The 
veil tbat shrouded this forfiiidable being 
was lifted high enough to make him be 
regarded with inexplicable horror. What 
his future acts should be^ how his omens 
of ill were to be solved, were -still in- 
vohed in uncertainty. 

In the midst of the fear^ for her own 
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iafety by yfhhh CoMtoOiia was ndw aW* 
fiat led I the image of h0r father wm re- 
ifived; keen regret and Tefafcrneot up* 
braiding were conjured up. 

Craig tben was the instrnmeDt and 
youri tha initigatioo that ttettroyed m^ 
father 1 In what bad be ofieoded you f 
What cause had be given for resentment t 

Cause i replied fae> with impetuous 
ftccents ; Resentment ! None. My mo* 
ti?e war benevolent: my deed conferred 
4ibeaefit, I gave him sight and took 
away bis life, from motives equally wtee. 
Know you not that Ormond waa fool 
enough to set value on«the affections of a 
woman ? These were sought with prepos*- 
terous aniciety and endless labour. 
Among other facilitators of bis purpose 
be summoned gratitude to his aid. To 
snatch you from poverty^ to restore bis 
sight io yotir father, were eiqiected to 
4^erateas incentives to love. 

But here I was the dupe of error. A 
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thousand prejudices stood id my way. 
Tliese^ provided our intercourse was not 
obstructed^ I hoped to -subdue. The 
rage of innovation seized your father; 
this, blended with* a mortal antipathy to 
roe, made him labour to seduce you 
from the bosom of your peaceful country; 
to make you enter on a boisterous sea ; 
to visit lands where all is havoc and hos- 
tility ; to snatch you from the influence 
of my arguments. 

This new obstacle' I was boutid to re- 
move. While revolving the means, 
chance and his evil destiny threw Craig 
in my way. I soon convinced him that 
his reputation and his life. were, in my 
hatids. His retention of- these depended 
upon my will;. on the performance of 
conditions which I prescribed. 

My happiness and your's depended on 
your concurrence with my wishes. Your 
father *s life was an obstacle to your con- 
currence. For killing him, therefore, I 
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may claim your gratitude. His death 
was a due aud disinterested offeriog at 
the altar of your felicity and mine. 
. My deed* \9AS, not injurious to him.. 
At bis age> deaths whose coming at some 
pjeriod is inevitable^ could not be distant. 
To make it unforeseen and briefs and 
veid of pain; to preclude the torments 
af a lingering malady^ a slow and visible 
descent to:th^ grave^ was the dictates of 
beneficence. .But of what value was a 
continuaoce of his life ? Either you 
would have gone with him to Europe^ 
CfT have staid at home with me. In the 
first case/ his life would have been ra- 
pidly consumed by perils and care^. In 
the second, separation from you^ and 
union with me^ a beings so ^etestable^ 
would equally have poisoned his exist- 
ence. • 

V Craig's 4U>wardice and crimes made 
him a pliant and commodious tool. I 
pointed oirt the way. The unsuspected 
doof which led into the closet of your 
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facet's c&amber was made bjrmj direc^ 
tion during the life of Helena. Bj this 
avenue I was* Wdnt to- post myself, "vrhere^ 
all jodr comperaatiensr eotrld lOfe over- 
heard. By this avenue an entrance an^ 
vetreat were afl^ded to- the agent of my 
newest jniipose. 

Fool that I was ! I soTaeed myself 
with the belief that all impedtmeot^ were 
now smoothed, when a new enemy ap- 
peared : my folly lasted as long a'S my 
hope. I saw that to gain your affectiotts/ 
f(^Ttifit§ by antrqtiated serifiples^ and ob-^ 
sequious to the guidance of this new 
monitor/ was impodsible. tt is net my 
way to toil after that which h beyond 
my reachv If the greater good be inac- 
cessible I learn to^ be contented with the 
less. 

I have served you with successless se-- 
dulity. I have set an engine in act to 
obliterate an obstacle to your felicity 
and lay yotrir father at re»t. IJnder mj* 
guidancfe this engine was prod iietive only 
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of good. Gaveraed bj itself or by aa« 
other it will only work you harm. I 
liave, therefoce^ hastened to destroy it. 
Ijo I it i^ DOW beforiK you raptionlesSi and 
impotent 

For this complexify of benefit I took 
for no reward, i am not tited of well* 
doing. Hailing ceaaed to labour for an 
uaattainabJe good, I have .come hithet 
to possess myself ^ ail that I now. cuLse, 
and by the same deed to afford yoa am 
iilfietrionia opportunity to ^gnalive yoiit 
wisdom, and your foctitude. 

During this speech the mind of Con«* 
stance became more deeply pervad^^ 
with dread of some o?er*hanging but 
incomprehensible eTiK The rtrongest 
impulse was to gain a 4afe: asyhiui at a 
distance from this spot^. and from tho 
presence of this e&traordinary beings 
This impulse was followed by the reeol** 
iection that her liberty was taken away : 
that egress from- the ball was- denied her^ 
and that this restriction, might be part of. 
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some conspiracy of Ormond* against h^r 
Iife« 

. . Secutity from daitger like this inrould 
be in the first place, sought by one. of 
Constantia's sex and opinions ia flightJ 
This had been ' rendered by some fatal 
cbance, or by the precautions of her foe^ 
iDBpractiiMtoble.' Stratagem or force vfM 
all that renutkied:td elude or disarm her 
adversary. Fosr'the contrivance and exe- 
ontioncrf frauds/ all the habits of her 
life^ and all the maxims of her edikaitioh, 
had conspired to tinfit her. Her force 
of 'musclfes ' would avail her doAhing 
kgkinst the sUpei'ior tSMrrgy of Odniood. ' 
: She remembered thM to infliot) death 
tvas no* iniquitous: exertidh of self-de^ 
fence^ and that the praknife which, she 
held in her. hand was capable, of this ser- 
vice. Sfae .had u^afed it to remoi^e any 
lurkiog obsti'uction in the ^iiirds oS-rher 
key^ supposing for a time this to be . the 
pause of her faillog.to wilihdravr the bolt 
of the door.« Tfaia.riesdurce wa3, . indeed^ 
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scarcely less disastrous and deplorable 
than any fate from Mrhicli it could rescue 
her. Some uncertainty still involved the 
intentions of Ormond* As soon as be 
paused^ she spoke : 

How am I to uiiiderstand this prelude f 
Let me know the full extent of my dan- 
ger ; why it is that I am hindered from 
leaving this house, and . why . this inter- 
view was sought. 

Ah ! Constance ! This indeed is merely 
a prelude to a scene that is to terminate 
my influence over thy fate. When this 
is past I have sworn to part with thee 
for ever. Art thou still dubious of my 
purpose ? Art thou not a womaiL^' And 
have I not entreated for thy love and 
heennrejected ? 

Canst thou imagine that I aim at thy 
life? My avowals of love were sincere; 
my passipn was vehement and undisr 
guised. It gave dignity and value to a 
gift in thy power, as a woman, to be^ 
stow. This has been denied. That gift 
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hmk bat aoae of its. iat«e m npy eyoK 
Wkat thoo cefusttdfii ta bestow- k i& ia 
iDjr p«VMf to ex4i>rt. I came fi>r tbU 
eiid» ' Whcft this cad is^ accomplished I 
will restoxQ thee to libectjii 

These; words were actfomponkd by 
looks* thot tendered all eKplanatioci 
of ifaeir meaniDg useless. The evil v^ 
ienrad Uv her, hitbeirto ohscwed by 
half-disclosed and contrftdtctoBy atiri- 
butei^ WAS now suflSciontly apparent. 
The tnsthiin tbia respeet uoseilod iti^lf 
nidtfi the rapidity and hrigbteess o£8d 
olectrical flash » 

She waa sUent. Sbo' cast her. eyes* ai 
tho windowa and doora. Escape tbrovgip 
thoni: wks hopeless. She looked al those 
lineaments of Ormond which eirinced ha 
dlsdiin ofi suppltcation. and inexorvahle 
poasions. She felt that entreaty* and ar^ 
gumont ivouldL be vofin .; Hhat all appoak 
io hia coinpaasion.9jpd henovoknce womU 
eouotersuBt: her purpqae^ abcein tbe^upr 
ooacPfd&d confofmsliM of ttiis mostfo 


miAd these pritf cities wete' cnMe iuW 
servient to his most flagitious ^signt. 
CMsider«itiiKi» of juiticd Md filty war^e 
made, by a f«ta( pet V«f s^neif of reaisM- 
log, ch«itapioB» and bnl^Pdrki of hit 
rtost airooiottft attitdbek 

The last extsMnc» of d^potiliolij t&e 
most ytofelit ecspedietatflf for defence^ 
iTfodId be juMified bjn beif}|f iiidi«pensa>- 
ble. Tafind safety for btr honour eveo 
in lib blood of an asstfflant tras the pre- 
s^ption. of duty. The equity of this 
species of dafenoe was aot^ in the present 
confusion of her mind, a dubjieot of riKh- 
meutary da«ibt. 

To ibffewara him of her despec'i^ pur* 
pose wdkildf be to fticnikh him with ftieans 
of counteraction. Her weapon would ^ 
eflisily be wrestled flroni hdr feeble hand. 
Ineffectual opposition would only pte* 
cipitate her eml deitivy. A ' rage con* 
tcttted with niathing lesi^ tStau her life 
might be awakened in his bosom. But 
waa not this to be desired? Death un- 
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irmely and violent wu$ better than the 
losi? of honour. ' 

' This thought led to a new series of re* 
flections. She inroluntarily shrunk from^ 
th; act off killing, but would her effbrta 
to destroy her adversary be effectual? 
Would not his strength and dtxienty 
easily repel or elude them? Her power 
in this respect was questionable^ But her 
power was undeniably sufficient ' to. k' 
different end. The instrument wfait-h 
could not rescue her from this injury by 
the destruction of another^ loight save 
her from it by her own destruction. 

These thoughts rapidly occurred/ but: 
the resolution to which they led was 
scarcely formed when Ormond adtanced* 
"^ towards her. She recoiled a few steps, 
and, shewing the knife which she held, 
said • 

Ormond ! beware ! Know that my un- 
alterable resolution is to die uninjured.* 
I have the means in my power. Stop' 
where you are; one step more, and I' 
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plungci this knife into iqj heart. I kn^w 
that to contend with your strength or 
your reason would be vain. To turn this 
weapon against you I should not fear^ if 
I were sure of success; but to that I will 
net trust. To save a greater good bjr 
the :Saorifice of life is in my power^ and 
that sacrifice shall be made. 

Poor Constance ! replied Ormond, 
in a tone of contempt; so thou pre- 
, fi^reijt thy imaginary honour to life ! To 
esGjape this injury without a name or sub- 
stance; without GonneotioO' with the past 
or future ; without contamination of thy 
purity or thraldom of thy will; thou 
wilt kill thyself, put ah end to thy ac* 
tivity in virtue's cause, rob thy friend of 
her solace, the world of thy beneficence^ 
thyself of being and pleasure ? 

I shall be grieved for the fatal issue of 
my experiment : I shall mourn over thy 
martyrdom to the most opprobrious and 
contemptible of all errors, but that thou 
shouldst undergo the trial is decreed. 
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There is stili an interval of hepe iSioA iliy 
eowariiice is coanterfctted^ er that it ^ill 
^▼e place to wisdom and coarage. 

Wbaterer tho« iateodest bj way of pit* 
TentioB oi' cure it behoves thee t0 enploy 
ivrith stedfestae^. IMe with the gmli of 
-smcide and the brand of oowaTdico vpcHi 
thy noemory, or live with thy claf im to 
felicity and approhatiott Bndiimitished. 
Cfause whieh thou wiit. Thy deetsioQ ts 
of moment to thyself^ hut of noBeto me. 
IrfiviHg or 4ead, the pH^e ibat i bM^e la 
^iew Aall be mind. 
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CHAP. X. 

If will te T«i|ii«iUe to witli^aw jf^Uf 
iMentifNi from 1^i« Mene fw « nMiHettt 
•tod #x il OD tBpelf. My imf^fttieme ^ 
iijiEilitiid^i detejr fcnr «oiiie dayft pr€tt^iU|; 
ilMi dtsaitroM intePvii&W became tdnti-* 
taa)iy ^w^ paiiiful. Ai tfae time of bur 
departure approached mj df ead oC flOm* 
miifiiytoiie or imf ^ iim Mi faiereaiad> Or- 
iMNid't dttipfearanoe frMfiUle mw^PM*^ 
triboted but tittto to mj eoMolatloit To 
wrap his pur peies in MyiMEijF^ to place 
himielf ttt tefemhig dktaoee^ was the 
Ufual artidoe of tuch ai he ; Wat nee^^ 
litry to the toaturing of his prejeet mh4 
the hopeless eutenglemetit of his victim. 
I eaw no means of placing the safety ef 
my friead beyond bis reach. Between 
diflGereai metbodv of procedure there liras 
hoVsevcr room for choree. Her present 

&4 


ttO' ORMOND. 

abode was more hazardous than an abod6 
in the city. To be alone argued a state 
more defenceless and perilous than to be 
attended by me. 

I wrote her an urgent admonition to 
return. My r€tmonstrances were couched 
iu such terms. a»^ in my own opinioo, laid 
her under the necessity of immediate 
<U>mpliance. The letter was dispatched 
by the usual messenger^ and for some 
hours I solaced myself with the prospect 
9f a speedy meeting. 

These thoughts gave place to doubt 
and apprehension. I began to distrust 
the efficacy of my arguments^ and to in-* 
yent a thousand reasons inducing her^ in 
defiance of my rhetoric, at least to pro-i 
tract her absence. These reasons I had 
not previously conceived^ and had not, 
therefore, attempted in my letter to in- . 
Talidate their force. This omission was 
possible to be supplied in a second epistle, 
but meanwhile time would be lost, and 
my new arguments mighty like the old. 
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fail to convince her. At least the tongue 
was a much more versatile and powerful 
advocate than tb^ pen^ and by hastening 
to her habitation I might either compel 
her to return vfrA me, or ward off dan- 
gerby my presence/ or share it with her. 
I Ooally resolved lo join her by the 
•peediesft conveyance. 

-TWs resolution was suggested by the 
meditation of a sleepless night. I rose 
'with the dawn^ and sought out the means 
of transporting myself witU most celerity 
to the abode of ray friends A passage 
boat> accustomed twice a day*1o cros^ 
New- York Bay to Staten Island, v^^as pre- 
vailed uppn by liberal offers to sdt oiit 
upon the voyage at' the dawrf 'of day. 
The sky was gloomy^ arid the air b^ste*^ 
rous and unsettled. The wind suddenly 
becoming tedfipestuons and adverse^ ren- 
dered the voyage at once tedious add full 
of peril. A voyage of nine miles was 
not ejected in less than eight hours, and 
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vithout immioent wd bitir*brQi4th itor 
ger of heing dromifid* . . 

Fifteen miles. of the jootney mmaoed 
to be perfbriaed bjr land. A cftsmgpe 
ivith the utmoet diQieully vat pncoreit; 
but bad horses and a crasy ^btole nnttt^ 
but little in unison vith itiy imfatknca 
We reached not Amboyrferry till smm 
hours after nigbtfalL* I waa rowed across 
the Sounil, and proceeded te aooomplish 
the remaindet of my jouimey^ about tluree 
sailes^ on foot. 

I was actuated to this speed by iade- 
finite but poMierful motives. Tbe belief 
that my speedy arrital was essential to 
the tescue of my friend from aaiDe inex* 
piable ii^ury haunted me with ceaasless 
importunity. On qo account wouhl I 
bare consented to postpone this pteeipi* 
taie expedition till the mof cow. 

I at length arriiwd at Diidley'a farmr 
bouse. The inhabitants were struck with 
wonder at the sight of me. My doatbes 


f^m stekid by tht water^ by trhich etery 
pMMnget wa& e^oisflly sprinkled dtit in^ 
Mi li^TSteWMi* davigalton^ ud soiled by 
dii#t. Mjf fr4fii0 "Qiras aliMst dterpowertd 
by fatigue and abitiiietice. 

To my anxious inqufries respecting m^y 
frtead they told me that her eveniags 
ware oiualty spent at the mansioB/ ifTbere 
it was probable she wad now to he found. 
They weie not apprised of any incon- 
▼ enieaee or danger thai belided bef . It 
was bcr custom sometimes to- prolong her 
abaence-tili midoigbt. 

I eomld not applaudl the diseretion nor 

* 

ceMiirethe temerity of this proceeding. 
My mind was harassed by unmtelligfble 
omens nd self-coafuted fears. To ob- 
viate tile danger and to bamsb my inh 
<|iiitttude9 was my irst duty. For this 
end I hastened to the mansion. Having 
passed the intervening kiliooksand copses 
i gsfiaed a view of the front of the build* 
img. My heart suddenly sunk on ob^ 
sorviiig thai no apaftncient^ not even that 
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iji/whij^h .1 knew it yffM her. custom la sit 
aitbese udseasonable hours^ ^as* illumi- 

>. * 

oaiteil. A gleam from tbe vifldow of the 
atttclj'I should have regarded as an afgur 
meat at once of her presisnce and her 
safety. 

I approached tbe bouse with misgiviog 
and ialtering steps. The gate leadiog 
into a spacious court was open. A sound 
on one side attracted my attention. Ia« 
tbe present state of my thoughta^ any near 
or unexplained sound sufficed to startle 
me. Looking towards the quarter whence 
my panic ^as excited, I espied through 
the dusk a horse grazing with his bridle 
thrown oyer his neck. 

This appearance was a new source of 
perplexity and alarm. The inference was 
unavoidable^ that a visitant was here. 
Who tbat visitant wa^,. and how he was 
now employed^ was a subject of eag^ 
but fruitless curiosity. Within and a» 
round the mansion all was buried in the 
deepest repose. I now approached the 


priocipal door^ and looking tlirougli the 
key-hole pereeived a lamp standhig on 
the lowest step of the staircase. It isheA 
a pale light over the lofty ceiling and 
inai'hle balustrades. No face or ino?e-r 
ment of a human being was perceptible* 

These tokens assured me that some one 
was within ; they also accounted for ihm 
non-appearance of light at the window 
above, i withdrew my eye from this 
fi^venue, and was preparing to knock loud<- 
ly fora.dmi8sion» when my attention wa9 
awakened by some one who advanced to 
the door from the inside, wd seemed 
busily engaged in unlocking. I started 
back and waited with impatience till the 
door should open and the person .issue 
forth. 

Presently I beard a voice within* ex- 
claim/ in accents of mingled terror an4 
grief— O what — what will become of\ 
me ? Shall I never be released from this 
detested prison ? 

The voice was that of Constance, It 
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pcoetr«led lo mj heart like an iee^bohv 
I •nee more derted a glance through tile 
Ararioa. A figure^ with difficulty re^og^* 
iioad.te be that of my friend, aow ajp^ 
peared i» sight. Her haods were clasped 
on her breast^ her eyes wildty fixed upoii 
tiie ceiling and streaming with tears^ and 
her hair unbauod and falling cenfusedly 
orer her bosooi and oeck. 

My eeasations scatrcely permitted tm 
to cal l*-«- Constance ! for HeaTen*9 sake 
what has happened to you i Open th0 
deor I beseech yoU. 

What voice is that > Sophia Courttadd I 
O my friend, I am imprisoned ! Borne 
d»ixiea has barred the door beyond my 
power to unfturten. Ah !* why eoetiest 
thou so late ? Thy succour would harre 
somewhat proiled if sooae# givefi> but 
laow the tost €o(istantia**«llero her t^ke 
sunk iffto conv^lsiye sobv* 

lu the B»i#st of my ow» despair^ M 

perceiving the fulfilment of my appro* 

.hensiMMb and what I regarded a? the fatal 


f Jieevition of same prpjao^ oC OrmonAj I 
W(t| not iii8ef»9ibl^ t^ t)ie ftufgeetiMM of 

pfmiwm. I wtiw*<^d n>y ffiend to r^ 
imn her leouF^ge yiWs. I fi^w <q L»ffpiVf# 
^A^'fetoro^ witib 4Uiiabl^ e^Mfiiii^ t|» 

)D»urst Oip»f% the 4o49i». 

Tbe p^opk of the furtn-liovae c^adUy 
obeyed lay suuiaiQua. Acoo&ipaaied l»f 
three men of powerful sinews, so»3 and 
servsM^tft. of the farmer, I returuied with 
t)^ utmost expedTtioo te the mansioo. 
The lamp still re^xxained in ita fori^er 
pUee, but 0iAr loudest calls were u^eiM* 
awered. The sileaee w^s uawteriiiipted 
hihI pfTotb^md. 

Th» doKMr yielded to stf4i|iMU» a^^4 , fe- 

peMed effi^ds, an4 I fU«ibi,eil.i0tortbe:Mi 

The firtt oh^act that fn^ n^ sight. y»m 

'ley Crknd stretched, ufim tl^e fteof^.. pale 

tMA me^oplessk anpiu^ a^A wUb ill th^ 

4$ikM»^f defttte*. 

Unom r4tiis otjje^ siy iMeai^oA w«i8 
afttodily ittraoted by two &8urei> \»^U^ 
leaL and slnhie lakei tbM Qif CkHHteiMitt. 
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One of tbetn was Ormend. A smile of 
disdain still sat upoH bi» features. Th€ 
wound by which he felt was seCfet, and 
Was scarcely betrayed by the effusion of 
a drop of blood. The foe^ of the tbird 
Tictim was familiar to my- early days. It 
was that of the imposture Whose artifice 
bad torn from Mr. Dudley bis. peace arid 
fortune. 

, An explication df this s'eene was hope* 
less. By what disastrou^i and icscrfltable 
ftte a place like this became the scene of 
su^h complicated havock^ to whom Graig 
was iadebted for his deatb^ what evil had 
been meditated or inflicted by Ormond> 
and by what means his project had ar- 
rived at this .bloody consummation^ were 
topics of vfild aiid fearful conjecture; • 
But my friend— the first impulse^' of 
my fears was to regard her as dead. 
Hope and a closer observation outroot^ 
ed^ or at least suspended tbts iopinion. 
One of the men lifted her in bis armsc 
so trace of blood or majrk of Mai 


aRMONi>. 309 

Tiolence wa$ discoverable^ and the effu- 
sion of cold water restored her, though 
slowly, to Kfe.^ 

To withdraw her from this spectacle 
of death was my first care. She suffer* 
ed herself to he led to the farm-house. 
She was carried to her chamber; For 
a time she appeared incapable of recol- 
lection. She grasped my hand a».i sat 
by her bedside^ but scarcely gave any 
other tokens of life.. 

From this state of inactivity ^e g^a* 
dually recoYCred. I ivras actuated by a 
thousand foj^bodings, but refrained fircrni 
molesting her by interrogation or condo- 
lence. I watched by her side tn »ilence» 
but was eager to collect from- her own 
lips an account of this mysterious tran- 
saction. 

At length she opened her eyes, and ap- 
peared to recoUect her present situation, 
and the events which led to it. I inquir- 
ed into her condition, and asked if. there 
were any thiqg in my power to procure or 
perform for her. 


.^ tejr friend ! she ansiMted, Mr'bftt 
liSTe I done ; «»liart tkate I Mftered within 
the last dreadful hoar? 'Ph^ .retneNH 
kimieey thomgb ifiiupf>€M:tab{e^ wiM ne^er 
leaM me. You ctn do fioCbkig fiN* nijr 
retwf e mil I niatoi i« your c0iii|)ttsfiiM 
mA your gjvpatby. 

1 hope^ tttid ii tbttt ftoUKkfi^ hti» hft(Hi 
|Mitd to iMd jom with gailt or wMi 
vbame, 

Alas i I know not : «iy dted wtt 
•csrcebr th« frmt of inltiitioii. It was 
^ggesied by si motientary f ramy : 1 mw 
oo otb^roMaiit of eieapwg foom vittfteM 
aMlpoUotiM; I was menaeed with aif 
evil W0rs€ tkaa death; I fotbora tillwy 
itoeiiglh waa almoftt subdued t the lapse 
of another moosent would have placed m^ 
beyond hope. 

My stroke was desperate and at ran- 
dom : it answered my purpose too wetl. 
He east at me a look of terrible upbraid* 
ing, bat spoke not. His heart waf 
ptereed^ and he su&k^ as if struck by 
lightning, at my feet. O oiuch-erring 


and unhappy Orioond ! that thoxt shouldtt 
thus untimelj peri«h ! that I ^ould be 
thy executioner 1 

These words sufficientlj explained the 
scene that I bad wito^osed. The violefice 
of Ovmoad had been irepulsed by equal 
Tiolence. His foul attempts had bee^ 
prevented by bis death. Not to deplore 
tbe necessity whiefa had produced this act 
\yas impossible ; but since this necessity 
lexvsted^ it was surely not a deed to be 
'Ahaught u^n with lasting hofrof, or to 
ke stUowcd to generate nmpwm. 

in eonsequenee ef this catastrophe^ 
arduous duties liafe devolved upon me. 
the people that anrrounded me vMtf 
powerless with terrot. Their ignoranen 
sind cowardice left them at a loss how te 
act in this emergency. They besought 
iBy direction^ nnd willingly performed 
whatever I thought proper to enjoin 
upon them. 

No deliberation wus necessary to ac« 
quaint me with roy duty. Laffertimil 


.1 
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dispatched to the nearest magistrate witk 
a letter^ in which his immediate presence 
was intreated^ and these transactions were 
briefly explained. Earlj the next daj 
the formalities of justice in th^ inspect 
tion of the bodies and the examination 
.of witnesses were executed. It would 
;be needless to dwell on the particulars of 
this catastrophe. A sufficient explana^ 
tion baa been gifen of the causes tba^t 
led to it* They were such as exemj^ed 
my friend from legal animadversion^. 
Her act was prompted by motives which 
every s^rhemeof jurisprudence koova ia 
the world not only exculpates but apr 
plauds. To state these motives, before 
B tribunal hastily formed, and exercis* 
jDg *its functions on the spot> was a 
task not ^to be avoided^ though infinitely 
•painful. Remonstrances the moisit u re- 
gent and pathetic could scarcely conquer 
her reluctance. . 

This task, however/ was easy in. com- 
parison with that which remained. To 
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restore health and equanimity to mjr 
friend; to repel the erroneous accusa- 
tions of her conscience; to hinder her 
from ihusing with eternal anguish upon 
this catastrophe; to laj the spirit of 
secret upbraiding by which she was 
incessantly tormented^ which bereft her 
of repose^ empoisoned all her enjoy- 
ments^ and menaced^ not only the bubver^ 
tion of her peace^ but the speedy dis- 
truction of her life^ became my next 
employment. 

My counsels and remonstrances were 
not wholly inefficacious : they afforded 
me the prospect of her ultimate resto* 
ration to tranquillity. Meanwhile I 
called to my aid the influence of time 
and of a change of scene. I hastened 
to embark with her for Europe. Ouf 
Toyage was tempestuous and dangerous; 
but storms and perils at length gave 
way to security and repore. 

Before our voyage was cdmmencedi 
I endeavoured to procure tidings of 
the true coodttioni and designs of; Or- 
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nood^ My uilliMinatiQn eibteiided no 
Airther than that he bad- ftit Us Ame- 
lican ^operty into the hatdt of M#. 
Melihourne, and wim preparing to em« 
Wrk foff France. €ouptliind» "vrho halt 
aiaae been at Paris^ and vrho\ DvbiW 
there^ became confidenttaUy aoquaMtod 
"mtb Martinette de Beauvaw, haa ooitl- 
fiittMcaftedi faitui of an unexpected nature^ 
At the period of Orniond's return to 
Philadelphiai at ivhich bta last interview 
'with Constance in that city took ptaee, 
be ?4sited' MartiiieUe : be avowed himaeif 
to> be her brother,, aiid aiipported bia'pre-* 
teniiona by rcilati«g the incidenta 06 hia 
early life. A sepwatcon at the age of 
Bfteen, and> which bad lasted for .the aaaao 
Buaiber of yeara>> rfiay be' suppoaed^ to 
bave conaidembly chhnged tfie coutt* 
tenance aad figure she had former^ljr 
knoifirn; His relationship wai chief j( 
proved by the etw iteration of incideatt 
df whicbher bMthor* oaly oould bie ap-* 
priaeA. 
Hd poaaeaMb ^ niiHite aoqittoiitaiico 
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with, hes awn adven4ur€9> tb«»9 concearfed 
£rQm ber the means hy i^hieh he had 
IPtocured the kno^led^. He had rarely 
aod impetfectlj alluded to hi» own 
opinioiis and projeeta^ and hadfifamtained 
an iavariahle sileitce on the auhject of 
his oonnectionwithConetaace and Helena. 
Bfiing informed of her intention t^ rettirn 
im Fraoee, he readily complied \vith her 
request to accompany her in tihis Voyage; 
His intentions in this respect M^ere frus- 
trated by the dreadful catastrophe that has 
just been related. Respecting this event; 
Mantinette had collected only vagoe 
and perplexing information. Courtlatid^^ 
though able to remove- her dbtibtir^ 
thought proper to withhold from her the 
knowledge he possessed. 

Since her arrival in England^ the life 
of my friend ha^a^iejiperimced little varia^ 
tion. Of her personal deportment and 
/domestic habits you ha?e been a witness : 
these therefore it would be needless for 
me ta aajhibtfe^ kr iir saffieieMf 'to^ have 
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related eventB which the recentness of 
yoitr intercourse vrith her hindered you 
from knowings but by means of some 
formal narrative like, the present. She 
and her friend only were able to impart to 
jou the knowledge which you ha?e so 
anxiously sought. . In consideration of 
your merits and of your attachment to my 
friend^ I have consented to devote my 
leisure to this task. 

It is now finished ; and I have only to 
add my wishes^ that the perusal of this 
tale may afford you as much instruction 
as the contemplation of the sufterings and 
yicissitudes of Constaotia Dudley has 
afforded to me. Farewel ! 


THE BfND. 
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